Food Safety Modernization Act

Michigan Listening Session

Wednesday, April 24, 2013

Speaker Biographies

Jamie Clover Adams

Jamie Clover Adams was appointed Director of the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD) by Governor Rick Snyder in July 2012. Prior to becoming Director, Ms. Clover Adams worked in various governmental leadership roles for nearly 25 years in two state capitals, as well as our nation’s capital.  She has served in both the legislative and executive branches and several business trade associations covering a broad range of issues. Ms. Clover Adams most recently served as Director of Policy for the State of Michigan’s Quality of Life Group, comprised of the Michigan departments of Environmental Quality, Agriculture and Rural Development and Natural Resources.  She has held several leadership roles in the Michigan Senate, and as Secretary of the Kansas Department of Agriculture from 1999-2003.  Additionally, she has worked for the Kansas Grain & Feed Association and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.  Ms. Clover Adams earned her bachelor’s degree from the University of Michigan and has a master’s degree in Public Policy from Georgetown University.  She resides in DeWitt Township.
Jeff Farrar, D.V.M., Ph.D., M.P.H.
Dr. Jeff Farrar is the Director of Intergovernmental Affairs and Partnerships in the Office of Foods and Veterinary Medicine in the U.S Food and Drug Administration (FDA) where he oversees and coordinates various efforts including Integrated Food Safety System efforts with federal, state and local agencies.  Prior to joining FDA in 2009, Dr. Farrar was the Branch Chief of the Food and Drug Branch in the California Department of Public Health where he led a large, diverse state food, drug, and medical device regulatory program.  Dr. Farrar graduated from the University of Tennessee College of Veterinary Medicine in 1981 and received his Master of Public Health degree from the University of Minnesota in 1983 and his Ph.D. in epidemiology from the University of California-Davis in 1998.  Dr. Farrar completed the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Epidemic Intelligence Service two-year training program in 1985.  Dr. Farrar led numerous environmental investigations of foodborne outbreaks in California including salmonellosis associated with eggs, sprouts, and cantaloupe, E.coli O157 illnesses from leafy greens, unpasteurized apple juice and sprouts, and cyclosporiasis from berries. He has worked closely with numerous industries and agencies to develop preventive guidelines for safe food production and has co-authored numerous scientific publications.  

Samir Assar, Ph.D
In his role as Director of the Produce Safety Staff at FDA, Dr. Samir Assar is responsible for managing the development of policy, regulations, and guidance related to produce safety. He received his M.S. and Ph.D. in Food Science with an emphasis in microbiology from the University of Florida. Dr. Assar has worked collaboratively with state and local agencies in cooperation with private industry to conduct numerous assessments of produce farms and packing houses in Virginia, Florida and California. He has also provided technical assistance during fresh-cut produce facility inspections and produce-related outbreak investigations. Dr. Assar currently serves as the FDA Project Officer for the Western Center for Food Safety at University of California at Davis that was formed to conduct research, education, and outreach addressing issues that interface production agriculture and food safety.

Mickey Parish, Ph.D.

Dr. Mickey Parish is Senior Advisor for Microbiology in the Office of Food Safety at FDA’s Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition.  He is an internationally recognized expert in food microbiology and was involved in food safety research for more than 23 years at the University of Florida and University of Maryland (UMD) before moving to FDA in 2009.  He also served as Chair of the Department of Nutrition and Food Science while at UMD. Dr. Parish has a Ph.D. in Food Science from North Carolina State University and has published extensively in scientific journals on issues related to food safety and quality.

