Greetings!

I assume you all have the second semester under way.  As I stated last week, we have a few dollars to put toward running summer school programs.  I have some firm commitments from several folks and want to make sure that if you are really interested, you have gotten in touch with me regarding this new venture.

I would also like to remind you of the upcoming Michigan Adult Education and Training Conference in Grand Rapids from March 26th through the 28th.  We have had many phone calls asking when the material will be available.  The conference registration forms were sent to each adult education program two months ago.  The information is also available on the MAEPD website (MAEPD.org) and on the Adult Education website (http://www.michigan.gov/adulteducation).  You may also go to the MACAE (http://www.macae.org) website for the information.

It is imperative that you register for the conference and get your hotel rooms prior to the 23rd of February.  If you wait too long you will be paying top dollar for the hotel and a higher fee for the conference registration.  The conference itself is packed full of wonderful opportunities for all adult education personnel.  I certainly hope you will all attend since there will be very important information concerning your federal and state aid presented throughout the two and a half days.  

The GED Examiners Workshop will be held on Wednesday during the regular conference.  Concurrent sessions will be held on Wednesday morning for all adult education personnel.  The luncheon on Wednesday will provide great food and a wonderful closing keynote speaker, Dr. John Dirkx from Michigan State University.  We will also honor our retirees and some special adult education folks during lunch that day.  We are going to have Art Ellison, Adult Education Director from New Hampshire, with us that morning to talk about how to market adult education in your communities and state.  

If you have any questions concerning the conference please call Janice Vernon or Linda Colagross.  Janice's number is 517-373-7428 and Linda's number is 517-373-6911.  

Finally, you still have time to submit nominations for awards.  Please go online to check out the list of awards being presented or call the office and speak with Linda Colagross.

I look forward to seeing you at the conference.

Dianne

