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State of Michigan
	

	JENNIFER M. GRANHOLM

governor
	Department of Labor & Economic Growth

Office of Adult Education 
	KEITH W. COOLEY
DIRECTOR



From:
 
Benjamin C. Williams, State GED Administrator     
Subject:
Michigan GED Jurisdictional Policy Change 
Date: 

March 19, 2007 

The Office of Adult Education has rescinded existing policy requiring a GED chief examiner to be a party to agree to a waiver of the one-year waiting period for GED testing examinees under 18 years old if it has been determined to be in that individual’s best interest.  Prior to taking this action, an Adult Education task force committee, inclusive of GED Chief Examiners, was apprised of this pending change.  While this committee’s suggestions and recommendations were taken into account, the following revision to Michigan’s GED testing and certification requirements is the product and responsibility of the Office of Adult Education. 

Effective immediately, the GED Jurisdictional Requirement of a one-year waiting period for GED testing for under 18 year old examinees may also be waived if an examinee is at least 16 years old and in a designated school district (in the school district of residence for an examinee), and that school district’s superintendent or designee and parent/guardian agree it is in the best interest of an individual to begin GED testing.  A GED testing center must retain documentation of this waiver requirement signed by the student, parent/guardian and school’s superintendent or designee.  This documentation shall include language that GED testing is in the best interest of the examinee and has been approved by the above-mentioned signatories.   

Any excessive and/or unwarranted use of this waiver requirement will be monitored by our office and result in suspension of testing center approval. Testing centers are required to develop local guidelines for approving waivers of the one-year waiting requirement in order to provide consistency in their decisions.  Local schools are also encouraged to develop similar guidelines.  This change is only applicable to GED testing requirements and does not change the certification requirement of being 18 years old and having your class graduate before receiving a GED certificate. 


If you have questions regarding the above changes, please contact Ms. Amy Heckman at heckmana@michigan.gov or telephone her at 517- 373-1692. 
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