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Strand A:
Listening

	Listening Content Standard

Students will become increasingly able to understand the spoken word from a variety of English speakers in diverse situations.

	Benchmarks

On exit of this level, the student is able to:
	Applications

Examples of How/Where Students May Use This Skill in Life or Work

	6.1.1  Demonstrate understanding of the majority of face-to-face speech in standard dialect and at a normal rate, with some repetition required.


	· Understand and respond appropriately to what the teacher is saying in a parent/teacher conference.

· Understand a doctor’s instructions for his/her child.

· Follow work-place instructions.

	6.1.2  Demonstrate understanding of abstract ideas in familiar contexts.


	· Listen to and interpret daily news headlines.

· Understand such phrases as: 

“Love is blind.”

“Time is money.” 

“Haste makes waste.”

· Understand explanations of vocabulary in the classroom.

· Distinguish between formal and informal language.

	6.1.3  Demonstrate understanding of most of the language used in movies or broadcasts.


	· Answer questions about a video, movie or television program in a class activity.

· Understand in order to retell a story from a movie or television program.

· Ask a question about a phrase or idiom not understood in a movie or television show.

	6.1.4  Demonstrate understanding of new vocabulary in context through predicting strategies.


	· Understand a passage using idioms learned in class.

· Choose the correct meaning of new vocabulary words by using context clues.

· Understand new vocabulary in workplace training.  

· Understand workplace ethics, such as:  “Your break is only 15 minutes.”

	6.1.5 Prepare for academic transitioning into post-secondary.
	· Develop note taking skills.

· Understand academic language.
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Speaking

	Speaking Content Standard

Students will become increasingly able to express themselves orally using English in the home, community, and workplace.

	Benchmarks

On exit of this level, the student is able to:
	Applications

Examples of How/Where Students Use May This Skill in Life or Work

	6.2.1  Ask and answer questions fluently, with minimal errors in the present, past, and future tenses.


	· Answer questions in a job interview.

· Answer questions about his/her children at school.

· Discuss children’s homework concerns.

	6.2.2  Participate in conversations with increasing fluency on many everyday subjects and some subjects with unfamiliar vocabulary.
	· Speak casually with some fluency with people at a social gathering.

· Talk with a neighbor.

· Describe something that happened with friends, supervisors or coworkers.

	6.2.3  Participate with increasing fluency in most face-to-face social conversations and telephone conversations which contain complex structures. (Errors are common and may inhibit communication.)


	· Speak with some understanding on the telephone, and take a message.

· Call in sick to work.

· Make a suggestion: “Let’s go to a movie.”

· Answer questions about culture and native country when asked socially.

	6.2.4  Clarify meaning through strategies such as paraphrasing when misunderstanding occurs.


	· Paraphrase the supervisor’s or teacher’s instructions:  

“Do you want me to do this first?”

“Did you say . . .?”

“Do you mean . . .?”

· Rephrase an answer if not understood the first time.

	6.2.5  Adjust the language used in accordance with the level of formality required by the social situation in face-to-face conversations.


	· Talk to teacher about a child’s progress. 

· Discuss a problem with a friend.

· Choose between formal and less formal forms in an introduction situation.

	6.2.6  Speak creatively with some confidence.


	· Give an opinion about a given topic.

· Relate a personal incident.

	6.2.7  Demonstrate control of complex grammar.
	· Use correct syntax in sentences:

“I have to be home by . . .”, 

“Would you mind if I . . .”  

“When I was a child , my father would . . .”

· Use phrasal verbs such as: “I am looking (at, for, forward to) an apartment.”

	6.2.8 Prepare for academic transitioning into post-secondary.  
	· Discuss and defend a researched topic.

· Debate a controversial topic.
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Reading

	Reading Content Standard

Students will become increasingly able to read the written word with fluency and comprehension.

	Benchmarks

On exit of this level, the student is able to:
	Applications

Examples of How/Where Students May Use This Skill in Life or Work

	6.3.1  Interpret both authentic and edited materials on familiar subjects.

	· Read a poem in class with some understanding.

· Read a short story and answer questions about it.

· Read a workplace manual and answer questions about it.

· Understand directions on a medicine container.

· Understand technical directions. 

· Read and understand recipe directions. 

	6.3.2  Identify main ideas and supporting details or examples from familiar material. 


	· Read a newspaper article and report about it to the class.

· Report about work requirements after reading an employment/work manual.

· Answer questions on an exam.

	6.3.3  Predict meaning from context by analyzing prefixes and suffixes of words.
	· Decode unknown words. 

· Read a variety of materials.

· Read and comprehend a technical document.

	6.3.4  Make inferences.


	· Read a passage and predict what will happen next.

	6.3.5  Summarize reading passages.
	· Give a report on a reading selection in class.

	6.3.6  Interpret simple charts and graphs.


	· Read and understand a time-line .

· Understand data presented in a chart or graph in a newspaper article.

· Analyze charts and graphs.

	6.3.7 Prepare for academic transitioning into post-secondary.
	· Use specific search engines such as: O*NET and MEL.

· Research a topic in order to develop an opinion.
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Strand D:
Writing

	Writing Content Standard

Students will become increasingly able to express themselves in written English using clear and grammatically correct structures.

	Benchmarks

On exit of this level, the student is able to:
	Applications

Examples of How/Where Students May Use This Skill in Life or Work

	6.4.1  Expand and combine simple sentences by adding or modifying words, clauses, and phrases.


	· Write a comparison and contrast essay. 

· Write a note to a person in authority about a problem.

· Write a letter of complaint.

	6.4.2  Write and punctuate complex sentences.


	· Write a journal entry and self correct it.

· Write a letter to a friend.

· Write a memo at work.

	6.4.3  Write descriptive and narrative paragraphs     using correct punctuation.


	· Describe a visit to someone’s home using correct punctuation. 

· Write a personal paragraph on a job/school application.

· Peer-edit an assignment.

	6.4.4  Complete forms.


	· Fill out a loan application.

· Fill out a standard tax form.

· Complete a voter registration form.

· Fill out a repair order.

	6.4.5  Use transition words within and between   paragraphs.


	· Combine two sentences into one using a transition word: and, next, but, so.

· Write a five-paragraph composition. 

	6.4.6 Take simple notes from public   announcements, short lectures, real interviews, and brief video and audio broadcasts.
	· Listen to a guest speaker and write about three things he/she heard. 

· Take notes while watching a movie. 

	6.4.7 Prepare for academic transitioning into post-secondary.
	· Write a thesis statement.

· Create an outline.

· Summarize a paragraph.

· Paraphrase information.

· Recognize different formats such as: APA, MLA and Chicago style.
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