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Monday, March 26, 2007

9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Title: CASAS Implementation Training

Room: Emerald B
Presenters: Tony Lagos and Claire Valier, National Trainers/Consultants, MAEPD

CASAS Implementation Training will certify participants to purchase CASAS material and train their agency staff to administer the CASAS. This is the initial training designed for those who have not been previously trained. Programs with assessment staff turnover should schedule new staff for this session.

Noon – 1:00 p.m.

Lunch on Your Own

2:00 p.m. – 4:15 p.m.

Adult Education Director’s Meeting and Department Update

Dianne Duthie and Office of Adult Education Staff

Ambassador Ballroom
2:00 p.m. – 4:15 p.m.

Concurrent Sessions

Title: Michigan GED Mathematics Training Institute (This session is repeated on Tuesday, March 27 at 2:00 p.m.)





Room: Pearl


Presenters: Bob Rickard and Marilyn Reichardt, Office of Adult Education and MAEPD


During this session, teachers will learn about those areas in the GED Mathematics test where students have the most difficulty. The information is based on the most recent data from the GED Testing Service. Teachers will examine specific questions that created difficulty for students, review the errors students made in answering those questions, and learn some basic techniques to help alleviate these problems in the future.

Title: Teaching Students with Learning Disabilities or Difficulties (A Bridges to Practice Model)

Room: Cascade

Presenters: Linda Casenhiser, Program Manager and Adjunct Instructor, and Clarisse Bolduc, Program Coordinator and Adjunct Counselor, Oakland Community College

At a loss for how to teach students who may have learning disabilities? If so, this session is for you! Instructors will gain an understanding of learning disabilities (from both an intellectual and an emotional level) and learn some strategies to effectively teach these students, which will ultimately benefit all students.

2:00 p.m. – 3:15 p.m.

Concurrent Sessions

Title: Strategies for Teaching and Managing the Multi-level Classroom (This session is repeated on Tuesday, March 27 at 3:30 p.m.)

Room: Emerald A

Presenters: Rita Sacks, Senior Language Specialist, Heinle/Thomson

During this session, the presenter will demonstrate teaching strategies for adjusting a lesson plan to meet multi-level classroom needs. The session will focus on using Heinle’s Picture Dictionary, Low Level Readings, Word Partnerships, and Words in Action. A sample lesson will be introduced.

Title: Using Online Games in the Classroom for Student Retention (This session is repeated on Wednesday, March 28 at 8:30 a.m.)

Room: Computer Lab – Grand View B&C

Presenter: Debra Hargrove, Ed.D., National Trainer/Consultant, MAEPD

Retaining students in your classroom can be a struggle. With so many outside forces pulling at students, teachers are constantly looking for new ways to keep those students in their classes . . . or at least keep those who have had to “stop out” engaged in learning. One such strategy is using online games. Since we all love games, why not use games to reinforce learning skills? Come ready to play.

3:15 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Break

3:30 p.m. – 4:45 p.m.

Concurrent Sessions

Title: MAEPD – A Look Inside

Room: Computer Lab – Grand View B&C

Presenter: Debra Hargrove, Ed.D., National Trainer/Consultant, MAEPD

The Michigan Adult Education Professional Development (MAEPD) website has a number of valuable resources for adult education practitioners. From the “Administrator’s and Teacher’s e-libraries” to the Study Carrels, join us as we explore online lesson plans, webquests, distance learning, research articles, and more.

Title: Tools to Tune-Up Your GED Preparation Program (This session is repeated on Wednesday, March 28 at 10:15 a.m.)

Room: Emerald A

Presenters: Valerie Bishop-Dutcher, GED Teacher, Godwin Learning Center and Mary Gibson, Contemporary/McGraw-Hill

This session will provide participants with tools to tune-up their GED preparation process. The presenters will provide tools for each of the 5 subjects of the GED Test. For example, in social studies, participants will work with a compilation of various political cartoons and clues as to their interpretation, including historical icons such as “Rosie the Riveter.” Basic formulas and short-cuts will help promote success in math. Participants will have an opportunity to review tracking forms/procedures that have been developed to track and indicate probable GED success. These “tools” have been developed as a result of students experiencing difficulty comprehending material on practice tests and with the study materials. 

Title: Writing Across the Curriculum (This session is repeated on Tuesday, March 27 at 2:00 p.m.)

Room: Thornapple

Presenters: Susan Pittman and Bonnie Vondracek, National Trainers/Consultants, MAEPD

Writing allows students to communicate information, clarify thinking, learn new concepts, and improve memory. This session will focus on one of the primary principles of writing across the curriculum – defining the audience and purpose for writing. Teachers will have students learn the differences between expressive and product writing and how to use each to enhance student achievement in any content area.

5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Conference Opening Session

Welcome: Deb LaPine, Director, Bureau of Career Development, Department of Labor and Economic Growth

Keynote Address by Harvey Alston

Ambassador Ballroom

7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Grand Opening of Exhibits

Tailgate Party

Center Concourse, West Concourse, and Crown Foyer

Tuesday, March 27, 2007

7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Registration – Center Concourse

7:45 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.

Breakfast with Exhibitors

Center Concourse, West Concourse, and Crown Foyer

7:45 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Exhibits Open

Center Concourse, West Concourse, and Crown Foyer

8:30 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.

Concurrent Sessions

Title: Ask the Data Task Force

Room: Cascade

Presenters: Gary Tweddle, Data Task Force Facilitator, and Data Task Force Members Jill Besteman, Tania Butkowski, Karyn Goven, Mary Marcil, LaVena Paquette, Dean Smith, Kim Thinnes

This is your chance to meet the Data Task Force. Developed by the Office of Adult Education, the Data Task Force has worked for three years to assist you with MAERS and data related questions. Bring in your data questions and learn about training sessions planned for August 2007. 

Title: Breakfast Club Alternative High School

Room: Atrium

Presenters: Paul Hornung and Jeff Fosnaugh, Instructors, Hazel Park 

This presentation demonstrates the use of an Internet-based program to explore careers, support high school training, and in general prepare students for their lives after high school. The presentation will make use of the Internet-based program with its accompanying links as well as PowerPoint presentation describing the process.

Title: How Literacy Councils Can Benefit Your Adult Education Program

Room: Pearl

Presenters: Kathy Rayner, Literacy Council of Bay County, Elaine Crawford, Montcalm Adult Reading Council, Lori Hunt, Otsego County Literacy Council, Cathryn Weiss, Oakland Literacy Council

Local Literacy Councils are an important resource for those low level students who do not fit in certain adult education classes. Local councils provide services to clients of Work First, Michigan Works, and state and local corrections systems. They provide services to a wide range of students including those who are trying to improve their English language skills, raise their math skills, study for the GED, or prepare for pre-employment assessments. Local literacy councils help businesses by working with employees who need help with work related reading and writing skills. Come and find out how literacy councils can help you help your clients or students.

Title: Increasing TABE Results and NRS Levels (This session is repeated on Tuesday, March 27 at 3:30 p.m.)

Room: Haldane

Presenter: Randy Pertler, Vice President of Sales, McGraw-Hill/Contemporary

This presentation will demonstrate how Contemporary's new Instruction Targeted for TABE Success software will increase students' TABE results and NRS levels by providing individualized instruction and assessment. This comprehensive management system will allow each student to work on his/her individual instructional needs while saving instructors countless hours of recordkeeping.

Title: New Director’s Follow-Up 

Room: Thornapple

Presenters: Lennox McLendon, Ed.D. and Kathi Polis, National Trainers/Consultants, MAEPD

This session will address issues identified by the February 2007 New Directors’ Needs Assessment Survey. This session will have panelists from the Office of Adult Education and experienced local directors to provide both state regulatory perspectives and the local application options for each issue. There will be time for questions and clarifications.

Title: Reaching Adult Learners Using Children’s Literature

Room: Emerald A

Presenters: Alice Molloy and Jean Jones, Teachers, Godwin Learning Center, 

Learn how to use children’s literature to engage the adult reader. Topics include historical accounts, family issues, cross-culture education, illustrations, and censorship. Attendees will gain knowledge to impact generations of potential readers.

Title: SUMA the Elephant

Room: Emerald B

Presenter: Bob Rickard, Trainer/Consultant, The DaVinci Group

SUMA the Elephant is a strong lesson in the power of self-perception and how that can translate into positive or negative behavior. It is a reminder that we have choices in how to react to our surroundings, and that ultimately we are responsible for our own destiny. SUMA is a parable that will both challenge and inspire people of all ages.

Title: Using the Newspaper in the GED Math Classroom 
Room: Computer Lab, Grand View B&C

Presenters: Susan Pittman and Bonnie Vondracek, National Trainers/Consultants, MAEPD

Math poses a challenge for many students, yet the ability to apply math concepts and solve problems makes a tremendous difference in everyday life. From getting the best buy to balancing a checkbook to expanding that favorite recipe, people encounter math everywhere they turn. This session is designed to help students improve their math problem solving ability using the newspaper as an essential tool in the process.

9:45 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.

Break with Exhibitors

Center Concourse, West Concourse, and Crown Foyer

10:15 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Concurrent Sessions

Title: Career Cruising

Room: Computer Lab – Grand View B&C

Presenters: Bill Schoff, Career Counselor, and Bill Ayotte, Adult Education Counselor, Novi Community School District

This presentation will highlight the highly popular Career Cruising software and its application to the adult education student. With assessment tools, detailed occupation profiles, and postsecondary education information, Career Cruising can provide adult students with an opportunity to explore careers and begin planning for the future.

Title: EdOptions Round Table Discussion

Room: Cascade

Presenters: Arlene Reitz, Susan Holverda, Godwin Learning Center, Bert Quinn, Supervisor, Rochester Adult Education, Jeff Sawner, Vice President of Sales, Educational Options, Inc.

This mini-session will be a part of a round table discussion that will focus on EdOptions instructional software. Educational Options, Inc. is a premier provider of web-based and adaptive technology that creates individualized learning paths for adult learners to succeed. Come and learn more about how you can provide distance learning opportunities for your students.

Title: Everything You Wanted to Know About the ESL Content Standards But Were Afraid to Ask (This session is repeated on Tuesday, March 27 at 3:30 p.m.)

Room: Pearl

Presenters: Carole Wells and members of the ESL Professional Advisory Committee

This session will focus on the Michigan ESL Content Standards. This session will provide much needed information for those who could not attend the ESL workshop in November 2006 as well as those who want more. Implementation strategies will be discussed, followed by a question and answer period.

Title: Grant Application and Budget Writing

Room: Emerald A

Presenter: Linda McMillan, Finance Specialist, Office of Adult Education, DLEG, Cliff Akujobi, Educational Consultant, Office of Adult Education, DLEG

This presentation provides strategies for preparing clear and concise grant applications and budget documents to enable maximum funding.

Title: Introduction to GED Preparation Programming for New Administrators

Room: Thornapple

Presenters: Susan Pittman and Bonnie Vondracek, National Training/Consultants, MAEPD; Ben Williams, State GED Administrator; Jeff McNeal, GED/Assessment Administrator, Education and Training Connection, Jerry Emde, Director, Godwin Heights Adult Education

This session will focus on helping new administrators understand how to manage an effective GED Preparation program. Come and learn the fine points of managing a GED Preparation program that sets the stage for student success.

Title: Prisons and Literacy Education

Room: Emerald B

Presenters: Tony Costello, Principal, Belamy Creek and Ionia Maximum Facilities, MDoC, Jeff Reynolds, Boyer Road Correctional Facility, MDC

This session will focus on the partnership between the Ionia County Literacy Council and the Ionia Prisons. This partnership provides a 12-week parenting program entitled “Fathers Who Care,” which has been very successful. Come and learn more about the program and how it could be utilized by other councils throughout the state.

Title: The 800 Pound Computer in the Room

Room: Haldane

Presenter: Gregg Dionne, Distance Learning Coordinator, Hazel Park Adult Education

This session will explore the major technological developments that have changed employment and education and will continue to impact our lives. This presentation includes information regarding technological trends and a discussion about how to integrate technology in an effort to prepare our students for life after school.

Title: We Play, We Learn: Promoting Adult and Child Education through Interaction

Room: Atrium

Presenters: Noel Kelty, Student Services Supervisor, and Connie Williams, Parent Educator, Mt. Pleasant Public Schools

When we teach, we learn. This presentation will connect adult education and early childhood goals with low-cost family literacy activities for adult education programs and resources for program development.

11:45 a.m. – 1:45 p.m.

Awards Luncheon and Guest Speakers

Ambassador Ballroom

2:00 p.m. – 4:45 p.m

Concurrent Sessions

Title: Michigan GED Mathematics Institute

Room: Cascade

Presenters: Bob Rickard and Marilyn Reichardt, Office of Adult Education and MAEPD

During this session, teachers will learn about those areas in the math GED test where students have the most difficulty. Teachers will examine specific questions that created difficulty for students, review the errors students made in answering those questions, and learn some basic techniques to help alleviate these problems in the future.

Title: State and Federal Electronic Grant Training

Room: Computer Lab – Grand View B & C

Presenter: Sandy Thelen, State Funds Coordinator and Cliff Akujobi, Educational Consultant, Office of Adult Education, DLEG, and Bill Mass of A. J. Boggs & Co.

State Adult Education staff members will provide training to those practitioners who will have primary responsibility for writing and meeting the requirements of the new State and Federal Electronic Grant systems. If you are responsible for grant writing, don’t miss this session. This will be the only opportunity during the conference for grant writers to learn about this new process for submitting grants.

2:00 p.m. – 3:15 p.m.

Concurrent Sessions

Title: Building State Support for Adult Education Programs

Room: Pearl

Presenter: Lennox McLendon, Ed.D., National Trainer/Consultant, MAEPD

The National Council for State Directors has developed a single point of contact system to build support for adult education on the federal level. This session will explore ways to replicate that structure and process at the state level. This session will examine state-wide strategies for educating policy makers and partner organizations regarding the need and impact of adult education services.

Title: Integrating Research into Teaching and Learning

Room: Haldane

Presenter: Kathi Polis, National Trainer/Consultant, MAEPD

This session will introduce local directors to a process for engaging staff in accessing, understanding, judging, and integrating the latest adult education research related to teaching and learning. Participants will analyze NCSALL’s newly developed research briefs and identify implications for program improvement.

Title: Knock on the Door of Your Community

Room: Emerald B

Presenters: Jo Pamment, Director, Haslett ESL and Mary Prouty, Teacher, Livonia ESL

This session will focus on various program activities that involve making community connections. These connections can provide ESL students with opportunities to practice their listening and speaking skills outside the classroom, as well as enable them to share information about their cultures and countries.

Title: Preparing Workers for 21st Century Employment (This session is repeated on Wednesday, March 28 at 10:15 a.m.)

Room: Thornapple

Presenters: Ron Froman and Tony Lagos, National Trainers/Consultants, MAEPD and Pilot Study Representatives 

Preparing Workers reading materials are currently being piloted in seven Michigan Adult Education and Literacy programs. This presentation will include a demonstration of the project materials, along with their use, by a panel of pilot study participants. Samples of the materials developed through a Michigan Adult Education grant will be distributed.

Title: Writing Across the Curriculum 
Room: Vandenberg A

Presenters: Susan Pittman and Bonnie Vondracek, National Trainers/Consultants, MAEPD

Writing allows students to communicate information, clarify thinking, learn new concepts, and remember things. This session will focus on one of the primary principles of writing across the curriculum – defining the audience and purpose for writing. Teachers will have students learn the differences between expressive and product writing and how to use each to enhance student achievement in any content area.

3:15 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Break with Exhibitors

Center Concourse, West Concourse, and Crown Foyer

3:30 p.m. – 4:45 p.m.

Concurrent Sessions

Title: Everything You Wanted to Know About the ESL Content Standards But Were Afraid to Ask

Room: Pearl

Presenters: Carole Wells and members of the ESL Professional Advisory Committee

This session will focus on various program activities that involve making community connections. These connections can provide ESL students with opportunities to practice their listening and speaking skills outside the classroom, as well as enable them to share information about their cultures and countries.

Title: Increasing TABE Results and NRS Levels

Room: Vandenberg A

Presenter: Randy Pertler, Vice President of Sales, Mc-Graw-Hill/Contemporary

This presentation will demonstrate how Contemporary’s new Instruction Targeted for TABE Success software will increase students’ TABE results and NRS levels by providing individualized instruction and assessment. This comprehensive management system will allow each student to work on their individual instructional needs while saving instructors countless hours of recordkeeping.

Title: Re-Inventing the Pathways to Collegiate and Career Success

Room: Emerald B

Presenters: Carol Wells, Vice Chancellor Student Services, John Bolden, Executive Vice Chancellor, Gunder Myran, Senior Consultant to the Chancellor, Wayne County Community College District

This session highlights how WCCCD and other community colleges are re-inventing the pathways to collegiate and career success in response to an increasingly diverse student body. In cooperation with other adult education providers, they are transforming the services needed by those who are at risk for academic and career success.

Title: Strategies for Teaching and Managing the Multi-level Classroom

Room: Emerald A

Presenters: Rita Sacks, Senior Language Specialist, Heinle/Thomson

During this session, the presenter will demonstrate teaching strategies for adjusting a lesson plan to meet multi-level classroom needs. The session will focus on using Heinle’s Picture Dictionary, Low Level Readings, Word Partnerships, and Words in Action. A sample lesson will be introduced.

4:45 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.

Restaurant Walkabout – Dinner on Your Own

Wednesday, March 28, 2007

7:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.

Registration

Center Concourse

7:45 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.

Breakfast with the Exhibitors

Center Concourse, West Concourse, and Crown Foyer

7:45 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Exhibits Open

Center Concourse, West Concourse, and Crown Foyer

8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

GED Examiner Training

Pantlind Ballroom

8:30 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.

Concurrent Sessions

Title: Annual Report

Room: Thornapple

Presenters: Mary Marcil, Orchard View/Data Task Force, and Dean Smith, DLEG Office of Adult Education

Data Task Force members will discuss Michigan’s Annual Report, what is happening with the task force, and data from the MAERS report.

Title: Connecting the ESL Content Standards to the Everyday ESL Classroom

Room: Emerald A

Presenter: Mary Brandimore, ESL Instructor, Battle Creek Public Schools Adult Education, Sara Brooks, instructor, Southgate Public Schools
Check out this action packed lesson planning session. Participants will leave with an assortment of lessons provided by the ESL Professional Advisory Committee as well as create lessons using the ESL Lesson Plan Template. This session is a great follow-up to the ESL Content Standards presentation.

Title: Diversity, Race, and Cultural Competencies

Room: Haldane

Presenters: Jessica Molloy and Maggie Moerdyke, Teachers, Godwin Learning Center, 

How can educators discuss and promote diversity in the classroom? This session provides teachers with resources for use in their classrooms to facilitate discussions on diversity. Participants will receive materials that will help them understand the world from the students’ viewpoints and become conscious of their own world perspectives.

Title: GED Content Standards Discussion Panel

Room: Cascade

Presenters: Bob Rickard, Curriculum and Instruction Task Force and Linda Colagross, Office of Adult Education, DLEG, Cindy Glore, Muskegon Adult Education, Jane Rudisill, Potterville/Waverly Public Schools 
This presentation focuses on the new Michigan GED Content Standards. A panel discussion will provide information on how the standards were developed, including the involvement of adult education practitioners. A question and answer segment will be provided as part of the session.

Title: Using Online Games in the Classroom for Student Retention

Room Computer Lab – Grand View B&C

Presenter: Debra Hargrove, Ed.D., National Trainer/Consultant, MAEPD

Retaining students in your classroom can be a struggle. With so many outside forces pulling at students, teachers are constantly looking for new ways to keep those students in their classes . . . or at least keep those who have had to “stop out” engaged in learning. One such strategy is using online games. Since we all love games, why not use games to reinforce learning skills? Come ready to play.

8:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Concurrent Sessions

Title: Section 107 Requirements – A Comprehensive Overview

Room: Atrium

Presenters: Sandy Thelen, State Funds Coordinator and Cliff Akujobi, Educational Consultant, Office of Adult Education, DLEG

This session is designed for program administrators and will include information on completing state mandated forms correctly.

Title: The Politics of Adult Education

Room: Pearl

Presenter: Art Ellison, Bureau Administrator, Bureau of Adult Education, New Hampshire Department of Education, Co-Chair, Policy Committee of the National Council of State Directors of Adult Education

This session will focus on the advocacy skills that adult educators need to confront policy makers at the state and federal levels. Specific examples of successful strategies, actions, and activities used in a variety of national and state campaigns will be examined.

Title: True Colors

Room: Emerald B

Presenter: Linda Cianferra, Career Development Facilitator/Teacher, Rochester Community Schools

Intrinsic in human nature is the need for self esteem and confidence; two characteristics widely recognized as the basis for successful behavior. True Colors is an easy and entertaining way to identify your character spectrum to better understand yourself and others. It is an invaluable tool for enjoying success in your personal and professional life.

9:45 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.

Break with Exhibitors

Center Concourse, West Concourse, and Crown Foyer

10:15 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Concurrent Sessions

Title: Follow Up on Follow Up

Room: Thornapple

Presenters: Gary Tweddle, Data Task Force Facilitator, Karyn Goven, Data Task Force Co-Facilitator

This session is a review of follow up information from the August 2006 training sessions. Where are you and what information do you need?

Title: Tools to Tune-Up Your GED Preparation Program

Room: Emerald A

Presenters: Valerie Bishop-Dutcher, GED Teacher, Godwin Learning Center and Mary Gibson, Contemporary/McGraw-Hill

This session will provide participants with tools to tune-up their GED preparation process. The presenters will provide tools for each of the 5 subjects of the GED Test. For example, in social studies, participants will work with a compilation of various political cartoons and clues as to their interpretation, including historical icons such as “Rosie the Riveter.” Basic formulas and short-cuts will help promote success in math. Participants will have an opportunity to review tracking forms/procedures that have been developed to track and indicate probable GED success. These “tools” have been developed as a result of students experiencing difficulty comprehending material on practice tests and with the study materials. 

Title: Why Smart People Can’t Read

Room: Vandenberg A

Presenter: Becky Manning, Director of Programs and Curriculum, Literacy Council of Midland County

Eighty percent (80%) of students who have a learning disability have dyslexia. What is dyslexia? How can you identify dyslexia in students? Come and learn the answers to these questions and understand current research that sheds light on struggling students’ attempts to learn to read, write, and spell.

Title: Grant Application and Budget Writing

Room: Cascade

Presenters: Linda McMillan, Finance Specialist and Cliff Akujobi, Educational Consultant, Office of Adult Education, DLEG

This presentation provides strategies for preparing clear and concise grant applications and budget documents to enable maximum funding.

Title: Journal Writing and ESL Students

Room: Vandenberg B

Presenters: Jessica Molloy and Susan Holwerda, Teachers, Godwin Learning Center, 

Journals focus on literacy skills and encourage students to practice writing in a non-judgmental format. This session will include a discussion of the benefits of journaling in the ESL classroom, as well as an opportunity to view different types of journal writing. Learn how to transform student journals into different forms of creative writing.

Title: Preparing Workers for 21st Century Employment

Room: Haldane

Presenters: Ron Froman and Tony Lagos, National Trainers/Consultants, MAEPD and Pilot Study Representatives

Preparing Workers reading materials are currently being piloted in seven Michigan Adult Education and Literacy programs. This presentation will include a demonstration of the project materials, along with their use, by a panel of pilot study staff. Samples of the materials developed through a Michigan Adult Education grant will be distributed.

11:45 a.m. – 1:15 p.m.

Adult Education Luncheon

Keynote Speaker – Dr. John Dirkx

Ambassador Ballroom
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