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SECTION C:  MICHIGAN ADULT EDUCATION POLICIES

	POLICY
	ISSUED
	EFFECTIVE
	RESCINDED

	ASSESSMENTS
	12-03-09
	Ongoing
	

	Description:

Adult education providers are required to assess and place all ABE, GED, HSC, and ESL adult education participants into an educational functioning level at intake (pre-test) and at the end of the instructional period (post-test) using the same DELEG approved assessment to determine educational gain as defined by the National Reporting System.

TABE 9/10 (survey or full battery), CASAS, and Work Keys are the only DELEG approved assessments, which may be used for either non-work or work-related goals. 
The TABE Locator Test must be administered to all newly enrolled participants prior to administering the Full Battery or the Survey. The Locator is a short assessment that assists with the selection of the appropriate level(s) of TABE to be administered in the respective academic areas. 
The CASAS Appraisal should be given first to generally identify the participant’s instructional level at the time of enrollment. Follow the testing guidelines established by the publisher when using the Appraisal to determine the appropriate approved pre- and post-test record and level of test to be administered.

The TABE locator and practice tests, and also the CASAS Appraisal tests cannot be used for a pre-test or post-test. 

Programs must track instructional hours between the pre-test and post-test. For TABE, post-testing can occur after 60 hours of instruction. For CASAS post-testing can occur after 40 hours of instruction. 

The exceptions to post-testing requirements are if: 

1. a GED participant passes the GED in all subject areas before the approved instructional hours for post-testing, or

2. a High School Completion participant obtains their diploma before the approved instructional hours for post-testing. 

Adult education providers are required to enter the scale assessment scores into MAERS, which automatically places an individual on an educational functioning level and determines educational gain. Pre-test and post-test scores must be entered into MAERS in the area in which instruction is being provided that program year.



	Educational gain (movement from one EFL level to a higher EFL level) will be calculated based upon the lowest pre-test score in a content area to the post-test score within the same content area.

Refer to the Assessment section of the Guidebook for specific information, i.e., approved assessments, assessment scores, educational functioning levels, outcome measures definitions, and an Assessment of Adult Education Participants Technical Assistance Paper. 

Applicable To:

Federal and State Section 107 funded adult education programs.


