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Key Points
Flu Partners’ Update

Coming Soon!  New and Improved FluBytes Newsletter 

Michigan Department of Community Health (MDCH)
Coming soon, the look and format of FluBytes will be changing.  The new and improved FluBytes newsletter will be 1-2 pages in length, featuring the most urgent and late-breaking flu news.  For more detailed flu information, please visit www.michigan.gov/flu and http://www.aimtoolkit.org/influenza.htm. 
Introducing this new format will be Cristi Carlton, MPH, the Division of Immunization’s new Vaccine-Preventable Disease Epidemiologist.  Cristi comes to us from the EpiData Center at the Navy and Marine Corps Public Health Center in Virginia.  Cristi attended graduate school at Eastern Virginia Medical School and will be a great addition to our immunization staff.  Welcome Cristi!
Seasonal Influenza Update 

Continue to Immunize throughout the Winter Months

Michigan Department of Community Health (MDCH)

Influenza season reaches its peak in January and February, so providers are urged to protect as many of their patients as possible by continuing to administer vaccinations now through spring.  Influenza activity is increasing, and yearly vaccination is the first and most important step in protecting against influenza and its complications. The supply of influenza vaccine is robust; if you run out of vaccine in your work setting, please place another order.  Use these materials created by MDCH (including flu monthly posters, late season resources, case studies, and more) to assist in your efforts to extend the flu vaccination season.

Utilize the Influenza Vaccine Exchange Network (IVEN) this Flu Season
Michigan Department of Community Health (MDCH), Flu Advisory Board (FAB)
The MDCH Division of Immunization, along with FAB, wants to remind immunization providers to use the Influenza Vaccine Exchange Network (IVEN), a centralized location to share information about privately purchased flu vaccine inventory.  IVEN can be used to facilitate vaccine redistribution by licensed physicians, their staff, local health departments, pharmacy staff, nursing homes, hospitals, and other health care or vaccine providers.  IVEN is only accessible to sites that are registered to use MCIR and is not to be used for public (VFC) vaccine.
Be sure to post and/or search for surplus or needed influenza vaccine today. Currently, there is 1 posting with a need for 30 doses of Fluzone (thimerosal-free, 0.5mL vials) and 28 postings with a need to get rid of vaccine, totaling 7,440 doses.  Remember to vaccinate throughout the entire influenza season.  For further information, view IVEN Guidelines & Policy and the IVEN Quick Tip Sheet.

Flu Newswire

Pharmacy's Student Chapter Receives Innovation Award (1/13/09)

Wayne State University (WSU)

The Wayne State University (WSU) Chapter of the American Pharmaceutical Association’s Academy of Students of Pharmacy (APHA-ASP) immunized more than 1,100 faculty and staff campus-wide during a six-day flu clinic this past October. In addition, the student chapter also immunized approximately 400 medical students from the WSU School of Medicine in November.
“We are not aware of any other pharmacy college in the United States whose students were engaged in an immunization program of this breadth,” said David J. Edwards, PharmD, chair of the Department of Pharmacy Practice, WSU Eugene Applebaum College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences. 

Flu Surveillance Update

Google Influenza Surveillance Tool 

http://www.google.org/flutrends/
Michigan Surveillance

The MI Flu Focus is archived on www.michigan.gov/flu.  The most current edition is attached.  To find out about influenza activity in the U.S., visit http://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/fluactivity.htm
Cumulative Number of Confirmed Human Cases of Avian Influenza A/(H5N1) Reported to WHO (1/27/09)
World Health Organization (WHO)
General Immunization Update

Important to Watch for Hib in Michigan, Continue to Vaccinate (1/23/09)
Michigan Health Alert Network (HAN)

The Minnesota Department of Health has reported 5 cases of Haemophilus influenzae type b (Hib) which are concerning given the limited supply of Hib vaccine in the United States. All five cases of Haemophilus influenzae, type b were in children under 3 years of age, one of whom died. Of special concern is that this is the highest number of cases in children under age 5 that Minnesota has seen since 1991. All five cases occurred in children who were either unimmunized or only partially immunized. 
The recent cases of Hib disease serve as a reminder that serious vaccine-preventable diseases do occur if you don't vaccinate. In Michigan in 2008, there were 2 cases of Hib in children less than 5 years of age. It is important to continue to monitor for Hib cases in Michigan in light of the shortage of Hib vaccine. It is also important to assure all children are vaccinated with the primary series of Hib vaccine. The booster dose should still be administered to those children with an increased risk for Hib disease. 
Michigan Sees Increase in Whooping Cough in Second Half of 2008 (1/23/09)

Michigan Department of Community Health (MDCH)

Michigan saw a significant increase in reported cases of pertussis (whooping cough) in the second half of 2008 compared to the first half of the year, prompting officials to remind parents and doctors of the importance of vaccinating infants as well as teens and adults against this serious disease.  As of the end of December, a total of 307 cases had been reported in Michigan, although that number is subject to change as work continues to finalize case investigations. More than twice as many cases (210) were reported in the July-December period compared to the first half of the year (97). In 2007 there were 292 pertussis cases reported in Michigan. 
Fall Regional Immunization Conferences Attract 1,700 Attendees

Michigan Department of Community Health (MDCH)

The annual Michigan Regional Immunization Conferences, held in October and November, attracted more than 1,700 health care providers across Michigan. The one-day conferences are held every fall in multiple cities across the state, in an effort to make this training opportunity accessible to as many health care professionals as possible.  The speakers’ handouts are posted on the MDCH Division of Immunization website. (The information included in the handouts was current as of November 2008.)

Flu Resources
Flu Fighter Action Kit for Health Care Personnel
www.michigan.gov/flufighterkit 

Flu Advisory Board (FAB) 
Michigan Department of Community Health (MDCH)
MDCH would like to extend an invite for any interested health care professional to become involved in the Flu Advisory Board (FAB).  To join FAB, contact Liz Harton, CDC Public Health Advisor at hartone@michigan.gov. 
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A Note About FluBytes:





FluBytes is distributed to MDCH flu partners for informational and communication purposes.  Please feel free to distribute widely.  An archived list of past FluBytes issues can be found at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-2940_2955_22779-125027--,00.html" ��http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-2940_2955_22779-125027--,00.html� 
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