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Flu Surveillance Update


Statewide flu activity continued to increase for the third week in a row during the week ending January 31, 2009. The proportion of statewide visits due to influenza-like illness (ILI) increased for the third consecutive week to 2.4%.  Nationally there has been a similar steady increase in flu activity.     





For flu surveillance information, the MI Flu Focus is archived on � HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/flu" ��www.michigan.gov/flu�.  The most current edition � HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/documents/MIFluFocus_1_5_06_146893_7.pdf" ��is attached�.  To find out about influenza activity in the U.S., visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/fluactivity.htm" ��http://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/fluactivity.htm�








SEASONAL AND PANDEMIC INFLUENZA 2009 CONFERENCE





On February 2-3, 2009 the Infectious Disease Society of America (IDSA) sponsored a conference entitled, “Seasonal and Pandemic Influenza 2009: A Turning Point.”  The scope of the conference comprised of updates on the global impact of both seasonal and pandemic influenza, new developments in efficacy and use of vaccines, and the evolving role of national governments, local governments, and the private sector in control strategies.  For more information on the Seasonal and Pandemic Influenza 2009 Conference, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.idsociety.org" ��www.idsociety.org� and look under “meetings.”








Flu Resources


Access the following links for up-to-date resources:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-2940_2955_22779_40563_47128---,00.html" ��Flu Fighter Action Kit for Healthcare Personnel�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-2940_2955_22779_40563_48357-191559--,00.html" ��MDCH print materials� (including monthly posters)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.aimtoolkit.org/influenza.htm" ��AIM toolkit�


� HYPERLINK "http://mcir.org/forms/IVEN%20Oct06%20MCIR_QuickTip.pdf" ��Influenza Vaccine Exchange Network (IVEN)�


MDCH would like to extend an invite for any interested health care professional to become involved in the � HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-2940_2955_22779_40563_48357-197755--,00.html" ��Flu Advisory Board (FAB). � To join FAB, contact Liz Harton, CDC Public Health Advisor at � HYPERLINK "mailto:hartone@michigan.gov" ��hartone@michigan.gov�.





FluBytes is distributed to MDCH flu partners for informational and communication purposes.  Please feel free to distribute widely.  An archived list of past FluBytes issues can be found at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-2940_2955_22779-125027--,00.html" ��http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-2940_2955_22779-125027--,00.html� 





 











SHIFTING VACCINE HYPOTHESES


An article titled "Vaccines and Autism: A Tale of Shifting Hypotheses" by Drs. Paul Offit and Jeffrey Gerber is currently available online, courtesy of Clinical Infectious Diseases. The authors discuss the three hypotheses that have been proposed by those claiming a link between vaccines and autism and review the relevant epidemiological evidence.��To access this article in PDF format, go to: �� HYPERLINK "http://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/pdf/10.1086/596476" �http://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/pdf/10.1086/596476�








Latest Flu News





FLUVIRIN® PRODUCT NOTIFICATION





Novartis Vaccines and Diagnostics Inc. has requested their customers discontinue use and return any remaining doses from � HYPERLINK "http://www.fda.gov/Cber/recalls/novflu020409.htm" ��five lots of FLUVIRIN® Influenza vaccine� Luer-Lok pre-filled syringes. The lots include:


Lot #	 	Expiration Date 


878771P 	05 / 2009 


878772P 	05 / 2009 


878773P 	05 / 2009 


878775P 	05 / 2009 


878776P 	05 / 2009 





The vaccine has been monitored monthly and has consistently met specification until early January 2009. A minimal decrease in H1N1 antigen content was noted.  Since antigen potency can decline slightly over time, these vaccine lots are being voluntarily withdrawn (not recalled) from the market by Novartis.    





According to FDA, CDC and Novartis Vaccines, there are no public health risks involved and there is not a recommendation for revaccination of individuals who received this vaccine.  Novartis is directly contacting the providers who received this vaccine. 





Remember to continue to vaccinate against influenza through March.  Influenza has not yet peaked in Michigan and flu activity has been increasing in recent weeks.  It is not too late to vaccinate.  If you need additional flu vaccine, be sure to access the � HYPERLINK "http://mcir.org/forms/IVEN%20Oct06%20MCIR_QuickTip.pdf" ��Influenza Vaccine Exchange Network (IVEN)� on the Michigan Care Improvement Registry (MCIR) to locate available vaccine.  











