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EPIDEMIOLOGY OF 2009 H1N1 
Journal Article: 
In a recent article in PLoS One researchers concluded 
that morbid obesity may be associated with 
hospitalization and possibly death due to 2009 pandemic 
H1N1 infection.  
On March 16, 2010, CDC posted new guidance:  
Morbid Obesity as a Risk Factor for Hospitalization and 
Death due to 2009 H1N1
Related News Article: 
Immunity to Flu May be Inhibited by Obesity
 
PANDEMIC PREPARDNESS 
On March 12, Clinical Infectious Diseases published the 
following article: “Planning for the Inevitable: Preparing 
for Epidemic and Pandemic Respiratory Illness in the 
Shadow of H1N1 Influenza” 
 
INFLUENZA & VACCINE UPDATES  
Latest Influenza News Articles 
HHS preparing to handle claims of harm from H1N1 
vaccine
 
Baxter Presents Clinical Efficacy Results from Phase III 
Study of Seasonal Flu Vaccine
 
 
FLU RESOURCES   
Upcoming Meetings & Events: 
2010 National Influenza Vaccine Summit  set for May 17-
20, 2010 in Phoenix, Arizona 
 
FLU WEBSITES 

MDCH: www.michigan.gov/flu  
CDC: www.cdc.gov/flu  
HHS: www.flu.gov  
 
 
OTHER VACCINE NEWS  
Federal Court Once Again Exonerates Vaccines
 

Health Care Personnel (HCP) Vaccination  
Studies presented at the Fifth Decennial International 
Conference on Healthcare-Associated Infections 
discussed influenza vaccinations in HCP: 
• A study by University of Iowa Health Care looked at 

a social network used by more than 6,500 health 
care personnel and determined that hospital-based 
flu vaccination campaigns should focus on 
personnel with a history of non-vaccination 

• A Kansas City-based Children's Mercy Hospital and 
Clinics said a mandatory vaccination/declination 
policy accompanied by free flu vaccines and 
educational materials boosted its employee 
vaccination rate to 90.5 percent last year from 63 
percent in 2004.  

• A mandatory vaccination policy instituted for the 
2009-2010 flu season by Hospital Corporation of 
America requires HCP who decline vaccination due 
to medical conditions, allergies, or religious or 
philosophical beliefs to wear masks or be 
reassigned to non-patient contact roles. The policy 
increased its employee vaccination rate to 97 
percent. 

 

Journal Article: 
In the recent edition of Infection Control and Hospital 
Epidemiology researchers published: “Factors 
Associated with Increased Healthcare Worker Influenza 
Vaccination Rates: Results from a National Survey of 
University Hospitals and Medical Centers.” 
 
Related News Article: 
Targeted strategies boosted health care worker 
vaccination rates
 
 

INTERNATIONAL INFLUENZA NEWS 
Journal Articles: 
On March 14, Australian researchers in BMC Public 
Health published:  
• “University life and pandemic influenza: Attitudes 

and intended behaviour of staff and students 
towards pandemic (H1N1) 2009”; and 

• “Self-reported anticipated compliance with 
physician advice to stay home during pandemic 
(H1N1) 2009: Results from the 2009 Queensland 
Social Survey” 

 

Recent International News Articles: 
Pandemic H1N1 mutation in India resembles Dutch 
findings
 

Hong Kong has entered traditional peak season for 
seasonal influenza
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