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Results: October 1, 2011- September 30, 
2012 
51 out of 55 programs reported data sometime in the 
12 month period 
4 programs reported no activity for the 12 month 
period 
2 programs expired in this period 
All programs reported in for final reporting period 
4235 adults screened 
3968  adult prophys  
28,599 children screened 
19,855 child prophys 
5800 children received sealants 
18,365 sealants placed 
27,615 fluoride varnish applications 
2278 other fluoride applications 
17,558 referred for dental treatment 
3937 reported receiving treatment 
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Introduction: 
The Michigan Department of Community Health Oral Health Program (MDCH-OHP) 
administers the PA 161: Public Dental Prevention Program (PA 161 Program).  This program 
allows a collaborative practice between dental hygienists and dentists to allow preventive oral 
health services on underserved populations in the State of Michigan.  Through approved 
applications, non profit agencies can use dental hygienist service providers to administer 
preventive services to those in the state most in need of oral health care. 
 
This report highlights the Michigan Department of Community Health (MDCH) PA 161: Public 
Dental Prevention Program for the period between October 1, 2011 and September 30, 2012.  As 
of October 2012, there were 55 approved programs with 96 supervising dentists and 204 
registered dental hygienists as service providers. Two programs had expired. Four programs had 
no PA161activities by the end of the year reporting date.  A Program Directory is available on 
the MDCH-OHP website: www.michigan.gov/oralhealth 
 
Data Collection: 
As of August 2009, new and renewing applicants for the PA 161: Public Dental Prevention 
Program are required to submit quarterly data information on their PA 161 program activity to 
the MDCH Oral Health Program (OHP).   Programs are informed of this required data collection 
requirement as their applications come in for renewal (every two years) or for a new submission. 
 
Out of the current 55 programs approved, 51 had some activity data to report.  Four programs 
had zero activity for the 12 month time frame.  All programs reported in for the final quarter.  
The programs only submit the data report if they have had any PA 161 program activity for the 
reporting period.  If no PA 161 program activity was performed during that time period then they 
were sent an e-mail or note stating this fact and “No Activity” is recorded on the MDCH data 
base for that time period for their program. 
 
The Data Report Form is currently set up as a table with site descriptions and populations labeled 
horizontally and services performed along the vertical axis.  There is also room for “other” 
populations, sites or services not listed and the reporting agency is to describe the “other”.  The 
agency name, date range of collected data, date of form submission, contact person and contact 
phone number are requested on the form as well.  For a copy of the Data Report Form visit 
www.michigan.gov/oralhealth .  This form will be up for review and possible changes in the 
coming year by the PA161 Advisory Committee. 
 
For adults seen, the majority (2018) received services in a “Public Health Agency, FQHC or 
Community Clinic”.  Often these clinics have the services of a dentist on a limited basis and this 
allows the dental hygienist to perform a screening, prophylaxis and other preventive services 
before the dentist examines them.   
 
There were only 63 adults recorded as residing in a long term care or nursing facility.    In 
determining future settings for access to care, this data supports the need for prevention services 
at these settings and a strong indicator that additional PA 161 programs are needed at these 
facilities. There were another 1265 “Underserved, Unassigned Adults” seen but unsure in what 
setting.  There were also 369 Migrant Farm Worker adults seen. 
For children, the majority were seen in a school based/school linked program, (15,638), with the 
second largest group being seen in Head Start settings, (6160), and third in clinics, (2628). 

http://www.michigan.gov/oralhealth
http://www.michigan.gov/oralhealth
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Offering services directly to children at the facility where they spend the most daylight hours 
appears to be the best avenue for care through a PA 161 program.  This year the amount of 
children seen through school based programs and Head Start programs increased significantly 
and children seen in the clinical setting was reduced. 
 
Providing dental prophys, placing sealants and fluoride varnish on high risk children has been 
proven to be one of the best preventive public health practices for preventing decay.  There were 
28,599 dental prophys provided, most often in a school based setting.  This is an increase of 
almost ten thousand children over last year.  Dental sealants were placed on 5800 children with a 
total of 18,365 dental sealants placed.  This is an increase of over 4000 sealants placed from last 
year. Fluoride varnish applications were also provided more often than other topical fluorides, 
with applications totaling 27,615, most often in school based and Head Start programs. 
 
The purpose of a PA 161: Public Dental Prevention Program is to provide preventive dental 
services to children and adults who do not have access to traditional dental care.  All programs 
should have a referral source that they can direct patients for needed care. The OHP requested 
that the PA 161 programs keep track of how many people screened were referred for needed 
dental treatment.  From the reports, 17,558 people were referred to dental offices or clinics for 
needed care. This is over twice as many reported referred last year. While it is more difficult to 
track if the patient received the needed care, 3937 were reported as receiving care.   
 
PA161 Advisory Committee: 
The Oral Health Program Director, Christine Farrell, convened the PA161 Advisory Committee 
in 2010.  Meetings are held twice a year, with MDCH-OHP hosting the meetings.  Meetings for 
the 2011-12 year were held November 2, 2011 and May 16, 2012.  Minutes are posted on the 
MDCH-OHP website: www.michigan.gov/oralhealth .   This advisory committee consists of 
approximately 25 people representing organizations with a vested interest in the PA161 Program.  
Members of the committee include representatives from the Michigan Board of Dentistry, the 
Michigan Dental and Dental Hygienists Associations, schools of dentistry, school based health 
centers, health departments, community clinics as well as independent PA 161 programs. A 
future recommendation is to include consumers as members as well.   
 
During the November 2, 2011 meeting the committee discussed University of Michigan Dental 
Hygiene student projects on PA161, the Governor’s health message that included oral health, the 
application and data report forms, referral mechanisms and program follow-up, the addition of 
abuse/neglect protocols into application, passive vs. informed parental consent.  Also discussed 
were evaluation of the program and use of students in PA161 programs. 
 
The May 16, 2012 added a “Purpose” and “Desired Outcome” of the meeting.  Purpose: 
Acknowledge accomplishments, seek partner collaboration and input toward the program.  
Desired Outcome: To reach a consensus on the best means for evaluation of the state’s 
administration of the program.   
 
There was discussion on passive/informed consent, U of M project, and MDCH licensing survey.  
The committee broke up into 4 groups to discuss the question “How can we better promote the 
PA 161 Program to the public and dental  professionals”.  Ideas from each group were recorded.  
Evaluation of the management of the PA161 was discussed, and referral protocols. 

http://www.michigan.gov/oralhealth
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Please refer to www.michigan.gov/oralhealth website for more information on this Advisory 
Committee.  
 
Application: 
An update to the application was completed in September 2011.   This form was standardized 
through the MDCH Forms system.   The Step by Step Guidelines are being reviewed and have 
not been finalized. 
 The application is now in a standard MDCH form in an easy to fill out PDF format.  It is 

currently available on the MDCH-OHP website: www.michigan.gov/oralhealth   
 Support letters for referrals are recommended but not mandatory 
 Required documents now include “Protocol for Child/Elder Abuse Reporting” 
 The Data Report Form is presented as a separate document to the application. 
 Each supervising dentist and all dental hygienists need to read and sign their own copy of 

the required supervision points. 
 
Accomplishments: 
 There are 55 PA 161 Programs compared to 53 last year, a 3% growth in the program 
 92% of the programs have returned usable data for this program compared to 83% for 

2010-11 year 
 Close to 29,000 children and over 4000 adults were screened for oral disease, compared 

to 19,668 children and 3000 adults last year 
 Over 17,558 people referred for needed care compared to 8000 last year 
 Over 18,000 dental sealants placed compared to 14,000 and close to 28,000 fluoride 

varnish applications compare to 25,000 last year 
 PDF formatted application that will remain standard for at least 12 months 
 Program Directory posted on website monthly 
 Data Report Form posted on website 
 Continued support from the Advisory Committee to provide input on the program. 

 
Evaluation: 
An evaluation plan is in place with input from the Advisory Committee.  The OHP is using the 
numbers submitted on the Data Report Forms to measure success or improvement protocols. A 
survey instrument was developed to assist in evaluation of the program and was sent to PA 161 
programs.  Results will be analyzed and a report issued in 2013 on the management of the 
program.   The Oral Health Program continues to maintain the program to the best of their ability 
with limited resources in funding and staff support. 
 
For questions or comments on this report or the PA 161 Program, please contact: 
 
Susan Deming, RDH, RDA, B.S. 
Education/Fluoridation Coordinator 
MDCH- Oral Health 
P.O. Box 30195 
Lansing, MI 48909 
 
517 373-3624 
demings@michigan.gov 
 

http://www.michigan.gov/oralhealth
http://www.michigan.gov/oralhealth
mailto:demings@michigna.gov

