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SEASONAL FLU

New Flu Prevention Approach

A new study published in the American Journal of
Respiratory and Critical Care Medicine has shown that a
protein administered nasally can protect mice against
influenza. Researchers found that the protein reduced

symptoms and prevented death despite "lethal” doses of flu.

Related News Articles:
e New approach to defeating flu shows promise
e Nasal aerosol flu treatment 'shows promise’

Flu Surveillance

PloS one recently published: “Monitoring Influenza Activity
in the United States: A Comparison of Traditional
Surveillance Systems with Google Flu Trends.” Researchers
concluded that while Google Flu Trends is highly correlated
with rates of IL], it has a lower correlation with surveillance
for laboratory-confirmed influenza.

HCP and Flu Vaccine

Yesterday Eurosurveillance published: “The impact of the
2009 influenza A(H1N1) pandemic on attitudes of
healthcare workers toward seasonal influenza vaccination
2010/11.” Of the health care personnel (HCP) and medical
students surveyed, 270 of 1,645 (16.4%) stated that the
pandemic had influenced their attitude towards vaccination
in general.

Infection Control and Hospital Epidemiology published:
“Perceptions and Influence of a Hospital Influenza
Vaccination Policy,” which found that misinformation
regarding hospital policies is widespread.

Seasonal Flu News Articles
Controversy: Respiratory Protection for Healthcare
Workers

Cepheid Receives FDA Clearance for Xpert Flu, Delivering
Simultaneous Detection and Differentiation of Flu A, Flu B,
and 2009 H1N1 Strain

US flu season nears its end; global levels low

AVIAN INFLUENZA
News Article

Indonesia, Vietnam find more H5N1 in poultry

ADDITIONAL IMMUNIZATION NEWS

A Special Issue of Michigan Immunization Timely Tips
(MITT) focused on the Vaccine Safety Supplement that will
be published in the May issue of Pediatrics has been posted

at www.michigan.gov/immunize under the Provider

Information section.

Today’s Morbidity and Mortality and Weekly Report
(MMWR) features an in-depth report: “County-Level Trends
in Vaccination Coverage Among Children 19-35

Months — United States, 1995-2008.” Four Michigan
counties, Wayne, Macomb, Kent and Oakland are included
in the report. With the exception of the hepatitis A vaccine,
significant increases in county-level estimated vaccination
coverage occurred for all the individual vaccines and
vaccine series from the earliest and latest biennial periods
for which estimates were available. For most vaccines and
vaccine series, higher levels of county-level vaccination
coverage correlated with a higher number of pediatricians
per capita, a higher number of people living in group
quarters per capita, higher per capita income, a higher
number of Hispanics per capita, and having a service-
dependent economy.

FLU RESOURCES
Stay up-to-date with:

MDCH: www.michigan.gov/flu
CDC: www.cdc/gov/flu

HHS: www.flu.gov or www.vaccines.gov

FluBytes is distributed to MDCH flu partners for
informational and communication purposes. Please feel
free to distribute widely. Archived editions of FluBytes
can be found here. To access archived editions of MI
FluFocus click here.
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