
                                                                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
     

Michigan Department of Community Health, 201 Townsend Street, Lansing, MI 48913 
 

 FLU UPDATES 
 
JOURNAL ARTICLES 
Influenza A (H3N2) Variant Virus 
This week’s Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) 
describes 12 human infections with influenza A (H3N2) 
variant viruses reported to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) with genes from avian, swine, and 
human viruses (i.e., A [H3N2]v) that acquired the M gene 
from influenza A (H1N1)pdm09 virus.  The report evaluates 
the age-specific presence of serum cross-reactive antibody in 
U.S. populations vaccinated or not vaccinated with the 2010–
11 seasonal trivalent influenza vaccine (TIV).  

 
Also this week, a new H3N2 variant virus was reported to 
CDC.  This case was in a child in Utah.   
News Articles: 

Study: Variant H3N2 risk greatest in kids under 10 

Novel H3N2 found in Weber County, Utah 

 
Health Care Personnel Vaccination 
On March 14, 2012, MDCH participated in a webinar hosted 
by the Michigan Health and Hospital Association (MHA) on 
health care personnel (HCP) vaccination. Slides from the 
webinar include information on the history and importance of 
HCP vaccination; in addition, examples of mandatory 
influenza vaccination policy implementation at two hospitals 
in Michigan are presented.  
 
A recent study in Vaccine examined predictors of 2010–2011 
seasonal influenza vaccination among HCP.  The study found 
that emotional benefits of vaccination include worrying less 
about getting influenza if vaccinated. Additionally, expected 
emotional benefits are strong predictors of subsequent 
vaccination. 
 
Influenza Vaccine Effectiveness 
A preliminary European study in Eurosurveillance suggests 
that this year's flu vaccine was 43% effective against H3N2 
viruses, with antigenic drift cited as a possible contributor to 
the limited vaccine effectiveness (VE). The late start of the 
2011/12 season and the low influenza incidence in some of 
the eight countries participating in the multicentre case–
control season limited the sample size for this preliminary 
analysis. 
 
A Canadian study found 60% overall seasonal flu VE in 2007-
08 season.  The study in the Journal of Infectious Diseases 
found that VE for seasonal H1N1 was 69% (95% CI, 44%-83%), 
that for H3N2 it was 57% (95% CI, 32%-73%), and that for 
influenza B it was 55% (95% CI, 32%-70%), for an overall VE of 
60% (95% CI, 45%-71%). 

 

Influenza and RSV Hospitalizations 
A recent study in Clinical Infectious Diseases found that 
overall US hospitalization rates for influenza and RSV are 
similar; however, their age-specific burdens differ 
dramatically. Mean rates of influenza and RSV 
hospitalizations were 63.5 (95% CI, 37.5–237) and 55.3 
(95% CI, 44.4–107) per 100000 person-years, respectively. 
The highest hospitalization rates for influenza were 
among persons aged ≥65 years and those aged <1 year. 
For RSV, children aged <1 year had the highest 
hospitalization rate followed by those aged 1–4 years.  
 
Co-infections with Severe Influenza 
Results of a new study show that bacterial or viral co-
infection complicated one in four patients admitted to 
the ICU with severe influenza A infection. 
 
Influenza News Articles 

Intranasal Vaccine With Four Weakened Strains of Flu 
Works Better Than Three 

 

India: No Cause for panic about Pandemic Influenza A 
H1N1 

 

H1N1 cases in India sparking media hype 
 

 
AVIAN INFLUENZA 

Avian influenza – situation in Egypt 

 

Export controls still blocking publication of Fouchier's 

H5N1 study 

FLU RESOURCES  
Stay up-to-date with:  
MDCH: www.michigan.gov/flu  
CDC: www.cdc.gov/flu   
HHS: www.flu.gov  
 
ADDITIONAL IMMUNIZATION NEWS 
California, Vermont consider tougher vaccine-exemption 
rules 

U.S. to Offer Anthrax Vaccine to First Responders on Trial 
Basis 

-     
FluBytes is distributed to MDCH flu partners for 
informational and communication purposes.  Please 
feel free to distribute widely.  Archived editions of 
FluBytes can be found here.  To access archived 
editions of MI FluFocus click here.  

 

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6114a1.htm?s_cid=mm6114a1_e
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/spotlights/h3n2v-variant-utah.htm
http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/influenza/swineflu/news/apr1212variant.html
http://www.ksl.com/?nid=148&sid=19948052
http://www.ksl.com/?nid=148&sid=19948052
http://new.mha.org/mha/downloads/hcp_flu_vaccine_policies.pdf
http://new.mha.org/mha/downloads/hcp_flu_vaccine_policies.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X12004549
http://www.eurosurveillance.org/ViewArticle.aspx?ArticleId=20146
http://jid.oxfordjournals.org/content/early/2012/04/06/infdis.jis283.short
http://cid.oxfordjournals.org/content/early/2012/04/05/cid.cis211.short
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1750-2659.2012.00360.x/abstract
http://www.infectioncontroltoday.com/news/2012/04/intranasal-vaccine-with-four-weakened-strains-of-flu-works-better-than-three.aspx
http://www.infectioncontroltoday.com/news/2012/04/intranasal-vaccine-with-four-weakened-strains-of-flu-works-better-than-three.aspx
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=82167
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=82167
http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/influenza/swineflu/news/apr0912swine-br.html
http://www.who.int/csr/don/2012_04_12/en/index.html
http://www.michigan.gov/flu
http://www.cdc.gov/flu
http://www.flu.gov/
http://www.ama-assn.org/amednews/2012/04/09/prsa0409.htm
http://www.ama-assn.org/amednews/2012/04/09/prsa0409.htm
http://www.nti.org/gsn/article/us-offer-anthrax-vaccine-first-responders-trial-basis/
http://www.nti.org/gsn/article/us-offer-anthrax-vaccine-first-responders-trial-basis/
http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-2940_2955_22779-125027--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-2940_2955_22779_40563-143382--,00.html

