Date: [month] [day], 2012
Contact: [insert name and contact information]

For Immediate Release

[Insert Coalition/Agency Name] Working with [insert jurisdiction name] on Tobacco-Free Policy

[insert location], MI- [Insert Coalition/Agency Name] has partnered with [insert jurisdiction name] to begin work on a tobacco-free policy to cover [insert park/beach name(s)].  
Tobacco litter is poisonous to children and wildlife, and discarded cigarette butts are the

most common form of litter.  Studies show that cigarette butts are toxic, slow to decompose, and costly to remove. Cigarette butts have been found in the stomachs of fish, whales, birds and other marine animals and can cause digestive blockages. Children routinely pick them up and try to place in their mouths.  In addition, butts that are not fully extinguished pose a fire and burn risk.  
“Tobacco-free policies in outdoor recreation areas are important for protecting both health and the environment, and there is widespread support for these types of policies in our community.  Recreation for children should not mean having to play among cigarette butts or being exposed to secondhand smoke,” stated [insert coalition spokesperson name and title].

Secondhand smoke causes heart disease, respiratory tract infections, ear infections, and worsens asthma.  Children, older persons, those with special health needs, and pregnant women are particularly vulnerable to the health risks caused by secondhand smoke exposure, even in outdoor environments.  
“A tobacco-free policy for [insert park/beach name(s)] makes sense at this point.  We spend a lot of time picking up tobacco litter, but the vast majority of those who use the space don’t use tobacco.  We’re lucky to have this public recreation area, and we need to make sure it’s a safe and healthy natural area for people, wildlife, and the environment.  A tobacco-free policy fits well with that goal,” noted [insert jurisdiction representative name and title].
[If applicable, insert relevant dates/times/meetings/etc. concerning the policy consideration here.  Contact your consultant for assistance if needed.]

For more information about tobacco-free parks and beaches contact [insert local name and contact information].  
###
