Tobacco-Free Parks and Beaches

Frequently Asked Questions

Michigan
What is current Michigan law on smoking and tobacco use outdoors?

There is currently no state law that regulates smoking and tobacco use outdoors.

Are local units of government free to enact policies restricting tobacco use in outdoor areas?

Yes.  Neither federal nor state law prohibits local governments from regulating tobacco use outdoors.  

What types of policies may be enacted to regulate tobacco use in local parks and beaches?

The type(s) of policy(ies) available to a local unit of government in choosing to regulate tobacco use in its outdoor areas, parks, and beaches depends to some extent on what type of jurisdiction is enacting the policy, and is determined locally.  In general, the following applies:

· County Regulation

· City Ordinance

· Policy

· Resolution

Is there a model policy available?  

Yes.  There are several model policies available that can be localized.  Technical assistance with policy development and adoption is available through the Michigan Department of Community Health Tobacco Program and the Smoke-Free Environments Law Project based in Ann Arbor, Michigan.  

How is enforcement of a tobacco-free parks and beaches policy handled?

Community education, prominent and clear signage, and staff education work well for enforcing this type of policy.   

What are the benefits of tobacco-free outdoor recreation areas, including parks and beaches?

Benefits of tobacco-free outdoor recreational areas are numerous.  Health benefits include protection of nonsmokers from secondhand smoke exposure, protection of young children from toxic cigarette butts and other tobacco litter, and positive role modeling for youth.  Benefits to the environment include reduced tobacco litter, cleaner waterways, protection of marine and wildlife from toxic tobacco litter, and reduced risk of fire.  Maintenance costs may be reduced due to reduced staff time needed for litter and waste clean up.   
