Dear Editor,

Tobacco use in our local parks and beaches has become a real concern.  Tobacco use in outdoor recreation areas not only interferes with overall enjoyment of the environment, but it also poses a health hazard for children, those with special health issues, and wildlife.  Tobacco use in our outdoor recreation areas is not a behavior we want to model for the children in our community. 

Secondhand smoke is harmful to health and there is no safe level of exposure.  Even in outdoor environments secondhand smoke can cause breathing difficulties for children and people with asthma and other health conditions.  Pregnant women, children, and nonsmokers in general can often be seen trying to relocate in outdoor areas to avoid secondhand smoke.  Discarded cigarette and other tobacco litter is a health hazard for both young children who pick things up and put them in their mouth, and for wildlife.  

We are very fortunate in [insert county/city/township name] to have access to public parks and beaches.  We have a responsibility to our community, to our children, to those with special health needs, and to the natural environment to keep our recreation areas safe and healthy.  I encourage [insert relevant policy making entity name] to adopt a tobacco-free policy for the parks and beaches in our community.
Sincerely,

