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Topic: Health Insurance Coverage
41. Uninsured Children

Although adults are typically more likely to be uninsured than children, there are still over eight million
children without insurance in the United States.

The Current Population Survey (CPS) conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau is one of the most widely
cited and available sources for data on health insurance or lack thereof

How are we doing?

Percentage of Children (Under 18) Who Are Uninsured
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Michigan continues to experience a considerably lower rate of uninsured children than the United States
rate. Michigan has experienced an overall reduction in rate of uninsured children from a high of 10.4% in
1998. This is due, in part, to the establishment of MI Child, a state insurance program that insures low-
income children under age 18.

How Does Michigan compare with the U.S.?

The rates of uninsurance for children (0 to 17 years) are lower in Michigan than throughout the United States
as well. In 2007, 6.2% of Michigan’s children were uninsured, a rise in comparison to 2005 and 2006.
However, 11.0% of all children in the United States are uninsured, a much higher rate than that of Michigan.
Michigan ranks 2" in having the lowest rate of children uninsured on average from 2005 to 2007.

How are different populations affected?

Families with children are more likely to be insured than those without children. Married couples with
children have the lowest uninsured rate at 6.2 percent while single individuals without children have an
uninsured rate of 23.8 percent.

Children living in homes with income 100-149% above the Federal Poverty Level (FPL) have the highest
uninsured rate at 10.3 percent; however, this rate drops more than half for children living in homes with

income 150-199% above the FPL. The lowest uninsured rate falls with children in families with income
400% or above the FPL at 2.6 percent.
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What is the Department of Community Health doing to improve this indicator?

The department has responsibility for administering the state's Children's Health Insurance Program,
called MIChild, which was established under authority of Title XXI of the Social Security Act, and when
combined with Medicaid Healthy Kids Program, makes health care coverage available to uninsured

children in low-income families.
Major Accomplishments of the Michigan Medicaid Program

Expanding the Healthy Kids Dental Program to Genesee and Saginaw counties; the contract with

Delta Dental covers children in a total of 61 Michigan counties.
Implementing a new CMS-approved School-Based Services FFS Program reimbursement

methodology that allows continued Medicaid coverage in this setting.
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