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THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT AND MEDICAID EXPANSION

Current Policy

· Michigan provides Medicaid for people with disabilities only if they have budgeted income (after allowed deductions) below 100% of the federal poverty level ($958 for a single person/$1,261for a couple) and countable assets below $2,000 for a single person and $3,000 for a couple

Under the Affordable Care Act

· States may expand Medicaid in January 2014 to anyone with a Modified Adjusted Gross Income below 138% of the federal poverty level ($1,285 for a single/$1,740 for a couple)

· No more asset test

· You do not have to prove you are disabled

· You are not eligible if you qualify for Medicare

· Many who currently have deductibles (spend-down) will qualify without meeting a monthly deductible
· The state has the option of providing a modified benefit package to the expansion population or requiring additional cost sharing (premiums or co-payments) for people with income over 100% of the federal poverty level
Potential Advocacy Opportunities
· Implement ACA Medicaid expansion for people with incomes below 138% of the Federal Poverty Level
· Do not have a different benefit package (covered services) for the Medicaid expansion group
· Do not set higher co-payments or require premiums for recipients in the Medicaid expansion group
Messages:
· Medicaid expansion helps people with disabilities

· People with disabilities cannot wait 2 years for medical care while they wait for Medicare to start

· People with disabilities need comprehensive medical coverage, not a reduced range of services

· People living below 138% of the federal poverty level cannot afford cost sharing

· Providing different benefits with different costs create confusion and complexity that ends up stopping people with disabilities from getting healthcare they need

