Advisory Council on Mental Illness

Meeting Minutes

August 13, 2010
Members Present:  Regina Allen, Patricia Degnan, Dwane Hight, Jeff Patton, Jane Reagan, Kerin Scanlon, Jocelyn Vanda, Brian Wellwood, Joel Berman, Shareen McBride, Vanessa Isom-Jackson, Colleen Jasper, Sally Steiner, Elmer Cerano, Mark Reinstein, Janet Irrer, Sally Steiner, Ben Robinson, 
Members Absent:  Jamie Pennell, Tony Straeske, Malisa Pearson, Jessica Leese, Jasmine Boatwright, LaTrice McCants, Tony Straseske, Arlene Naganashe
Others Present:  Karl Kovacs, LaTia Chappel, Ruth Murod, William McKenzie, Karen Cashen, Jennifer Stentoumis, Theresa Randleman, Crystal Collier, Mike Morey, Terri Henrizi (for Malisa Pearson), Ruth Morad, Alyson Rush, Jamika Flake
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by Jeff Patton at 9:35 a.m.
Introductions:  Committee members and guests introduced themselves.

Minutes: 
Regina moved/Duane seconded approval of minutes.  No corrections. Minutes approved.

Jeff Patton asked the Council to move Sean Bennett up on agenda, Council agreed.  Sean Bennett made a presentation to the Council regarding medicating inpatient mental health consumers who are involuntarily confined without their consent. His concerns were available via a document that was distributed to the council.  A discussion ensued. Jeff Patton thanked Mr. Bennett for his presentation.

Department Updates:

Patty – Budget is still pending, some money was approved by the federal government to extend the enhanced federal Medicaid match for another six months.  The state budget will determine the amount of GF that the mental health system gets.  Also, it is unclear what health care reform will do to impact mental health services.

Mark Reinstein - $480 Million shortfall for FY 11 (including the federal extension) per Gongwer news service.

Jeff Patton – Everyone is kind of ‘on hold’ waiting for a FY 11 state budget. Also a capitation error occurred with Medicaid which caused a $40 million error in the amount of dollars the PIHPs were paid for a certain group of young adult consumers whose services were reimbursed at an incorrectly high rate.

Elmer Cerano pointed out that the CMHSPs are doing a better job of getting people enrolled in Medicaid if eligible. Jeff explained that CMHSPs are already paid on a capitation rate for the number of Medicaid eligible people in their catchment areas.

There is confusion about what it means when people say “Medicaid is frozen” – Medicaid is not frozen, the Adult Benefit Waiver may indeed be frozen but straight Medicaid is an entitlement and if people meet the eligibility they will be enrolled.

Jocelyn Vanda indicated she would communicate the confusion to DHS management to hopefully get DHS workers to communicate more clearly to consumers.  Jocelyn will clarify and email info to Theresa.  Jocelyn also offered to provide a brief overview of the Medicaid programs in MI at the next meeting.  Senate fiscal agency report on National Health Reform is a good report to look at for info.

Karl Kovacs reported on the Integrated Physical and Mental Health initiative - there are 4 groups who have examined this issue: 1. Mental Health Advisory Group; 2. Integrated Treatment Committee; 3. Bureau of SAAS; and 4. an internal workgroup focused on developing an MHSA administration framework for integrating Physical and Mental Health.  Karl clarified that the ultimate goal of the work is to make sure all participants are working together to provide the best possible care to consumers.
Jeff spoke of an impressive coordinated program he knows of in Kent County.  LaTia reported that this project was part of the TTI grant. Michigan Recovery Center of Excellence has been visiting the 10 TTI sites in Michigan. LaTia gave a brief summary of her experience with the visits to the sites.

Ben Robinson asked what the understanding is of how services to the newly eligible Medicaid consumers (via health care reform) will differ from currently eligible Medicaid consumers.  Karl indicated that this is unknown and little guidance is being provided by CMS at this point. Karl reported that DCH administration is trying to be proactive and get the collaboration going now. There are some concerns about how the new Medicaid structure will impact funding to the public mental health system – it could be completely federalized. But really there are so many unknowns at this point.

Elmer asked if any of this is impacting the trend that they are seeing of large group homes being developed for both MI and DD consumers. Jeff stated that the DCH’s stand is still for smaller group homes but there is some pressure in some areas of the state to provide larger facilities to save money.  Ruth talked about some group homes in Isabella County. LaTia spoke about her experience with some group homes in Detroit as well who take all SSI money to pay for the group home expenses. Kerin explained that at least at CMH for CM the board and agency want to move toward smaller facilities. Elmer also said that they have seen a decline in the number of kids with MI in CCIs but he is not sure where those kids are going. Jocelyn said that due to the DHS consent decree – DHS is motivated like never before to move kids out of CCIs into non-institutional settings.

Patty – Updated everyone on the ARR. PIHPs were asked for an update on their original response. The DCH teams assigned to each PIHP are doing follow-up calls, site reviews, etc. to keep up on the developments and progress each PIHP has made.

Patty also reported that she is getting closer to interviewing for Tison Thomas’ position at DCH.

Block Grant Application:

Patty stated that this is the final year of the three year approved plan.
Last year Michigan had to apply for a waiver of the MOE for the first time and it was approved due to economic hardship.  Michigan will need a waiver again this year. Patty expects that we will be approved again. Almost all the states asked for waivers last year.

Patty went through the Adult narrative sections of the FY11 application.

Jennifer went through the Child narrative sections of the FY11 application.

Karen reviewed the Adult Performance Indicators.
Jennifer reviewed the Child Performance Indicators.
Sally moved, Jane seconded – the council voted to approve a letter supporting the FY 11 block grant application.
Al Way’s presentation on children’s mental health services at CEI: 

handouts were provided.
Mental Health Block Grant Annual Meeting:
Brian Wellwood – There were lots of plenary sessions but no advisory council TA session this year. Brian reported on some of the sessions he attended and how Michigan compares to what is happening in other states. He also went to the meeting of the council reps where advice was given to have councils keep in touch with insurance, hospitals and other partners as health care reform progresses. Returning veterans were also a big focus as well. Brian said they also suggested inviting legislators to the council meetings.

A discussion regarding what might be some good things to do for returning veterans and the pros and cons of the various approaches. Sally talked about some of the programs the Office of Aging is doing in conjunction with the Veteran’s Administration.

Patty added the main message of the conference was mental health and physical health need to get on board with each other.

Announcements from Jocelyn:
· Asked if Sheri Bailey could come to the council and talk about transition out of foster care services; the council agreed that would be good.

· Discussed the DHS push to get legislators and others to experience what it is like to be poor.
· Workgroup within DHS to expand multi-lingual, culturally-competent staff within DHS offices.
· There is likely to be further collapsing of separate local DHS offices into larger ones due to financial constraints.

ACMI Response to Janet O. re: Waiting Lists

Jeff called everyone’s attention to the copy of the letter that went to Janet O. RE: waiting lists.
Agenda was amended:

Dwane agreed to have the smoke free air law discussion put off until the November meeting.

TA priority items – groups meet briefly after today’s meeting to come up with an action item to move forward on at next meeting.
Public Comment: Sean Bennett continued his position on the medication without consent issue.

Announcements:

Ben Robinson – asked if there was any guidance regarding the medical marijuana law and how it applies to residential settings.
Colleen Jasper – reported on consumer conference; Sept. 27th is Trauma Seminar at LCC West.
Mark R. – QI council and ACMI are scheduled on the same day in November. Patty will check on that.
Jane – Jackie Thompson retired. Dr. Eleanor White is the new state Director of Special Education as of Monday, 8/9/10. Brain Injury Assoc. of MI Annual meeting – Sept. 23 & 24; there will be a focus on services to veterans.
Mike Morey – stated that the Brain Injury Association of MI also puts out a wonderful resource guide.

Brian – August 18th is JIMHO’s 30 year anniversary celebration; August 24th is the 3rd Annual Support Group Conference at LCC West.
Meeting Adjourned: Regina moved to adjourn, Brian seconded. Meeting adjourned.

