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February 11
th


, 2013 


To whom it may concern, 


The purpose of this letter is to address my thoughts concerning the Michigan Department of 


Community Health’s 2013 proposed Certificate of Need (CON) Review Standards for Megavoltage 


Radiation Therapy (MRT) Services/Units. Overall, the 2011 document of the same title was well written 


and organized. The proposed changes to the document, introduced during the February 5
th


, 2013 public 


hearing, increase the clarity of the 2011 document; especially when calculating equivalent treatment 


visits.  


Although the document is informative, it still uses certain ambiguous terminology; specifically 


the term, “immediately available.” The term is used to describe the required physics and physician 


presence during treatments and machine operation. The term could be interpreted to mean the 


responsible person needs to be: 1) near the machine, 2) present in the building, 3) available by phone. I 


believe an additional description of the term, “immediately available”, is needed in the Definitions 


section to clarify the exact meaning of the term as it applies to the responsible person’s proximity to the 


treatment unit.  


The application of this document is clearly defined in the opening sentence of the Applicability 


section. If it is within the scope of the document, it may be useful point the reader towards the 


governing standards for existing MRT services/units.  


I appreciate the opportunity to comment on this document and I applaud the continuing efforts 


of the Michigan Department of Community Health to ensure safe radiation therapy practices in the state 


of Michigan. 


Sincerely, 


 


Cory Knill, MS 


Medical Physicist  


Karmanos Cancer Center 


knillc@karmanos.org 
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To whom it may concern, 

The purpose of this letter is to address my thoughts concerning the Michigan Department of 

Community Health’s 2013 proposed Certificate of Need (CON) Review Standards for Megavoltage 

Radiation Therapy (MRT) Services/Units. Overall, the 2011 document of the same title was well written 

and organized. The proposed changes to the document, introduced during the February 5
th

, 2013 public 

hearing, increase the clarity of the 2011 document; especially when calculating equivalent treatment 

visits.  

Although the document is informative, it still uses certain ambiguous terminology; specifically 

the term, “immediately available.” The term is used to describe the required physics and physician 

presence during treatments and machine operation. The term could be interpreted to mean the 

responsible person needs to be: 1) near the machine, 2) present in the building, 3) available by phone. I 

believe an additional description of the term, “immediately available”, is needed in the Definitions 

section to clarify the exact meaning of the term as it applies to the responsible person’s proximity to the 
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The application of this document is clearly defined in the opening sentence of the Applicability 

section. If it is within the scope of the document, it may be useful point the reader towards the 
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of the Michigan Department of Community Health to ensure safe radiation therapy practices in the state 

of Michigan. 

Sincerely, 

 

Cory Knill, MS 

Medical Physicist  

Karmanos Cancer Center 

knillc@karmanos.org 
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1.  Name: Brian Rasmussen, MS DABR
2.  Organization: Dickinson County Healthcare System -- Marquette General (a Duke Lifepoint Hospital)
3.  Phone: (906) 225-3102
4.  Email: brian.rasmussen@mghs.org
5.  Standards: AA
6.  Testimony: My comments are in reference to the draft document titled: 
DRAFT_CON-211_CON_Rev_Stds_MRT_for_PH.2.5.13_409285_7.pdf.

In regard to lines lines 467-468 of that document that state: “(ii) One (1) FTE board-certified or board-
qualified radiation physicist, certified in therapeutic radiologic physics, immediately available during
hours of operation.” 

In order to better reflect the general practice of medical physics in Michigan and throughout the United
States, I propose that the statement be changed to "One (1) FTE board-certified or board-qualified
radiation physicist, certified in therapeutic radiologic physics, available (physically or by telephone,
telecommunication, or radio) during hours of operation." 

It is my opinion (in the context of my current practice as a board certified medical physicist), that the
term “immediately available” is potentially unreasonable and impractical as physicists typically have job
responsibilities both during hours of treatment as well as hours after/before treatment.  In my opinion it
seems both reasonable and practical to simply require a physicist be “available” and not “immediately
available.” Requiring immediate availability would put unreasonable man-hour requirements on some
physicists at some centers.  I base my opinion on the definition of immediately, which I believe (in a
legal setting and without further explicit definition in the document), to be: “without interval of time,
instantly”.

I kept this suggestion brief, but if you would like more information on my perspective please feel free to
contact me personally via the information I provided in this submission.

7. Testimony:
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Mr. James Falahee, J.D.


Chairman


Certificate of Need Commission


Michigan Department of Community Health


201 Townsend Street, 7th Floor


Lansing, MI  48913


Dear Chairman Falahee,


On behalf of McLaren Health Care I appreciate this opportunity to provide comments on the proposed Megavoltage Radiation Therapy (MRT) Services/Units.


Specifically, Section 14 (e) (I) of the Standards which states: “An applicant shall submit evidence of accreditation by the American College of Surgeons Commission on Cancer or the Joint Commission on the Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations (JCAHO) within the first three years of operation and continue to participate annually thereafter.”  


Several of the McLaren facilities do not participate in JCAHO.  These facilities participate in the Healthcare Facilities Accreditation Program (HFAP).  This is a nationally recognized accreditation organization with deeming authority from CMS.  


McLaren is requesting that HFAP be included in Section 14 (e)(I) as a qualifying organization or by not naming specific accredit ting organizations but simply stating that the applicant must be accredited by a recognized  CMS authority.  


Thank you for the Commission’s consideration of this matter. 


Sincerely,
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Gregory S. Dobis


McLaren Health Care


Corporate Director of Planning


GSD/ls


G-3235 Beecher Road, Suite C, Flint, MI 48532-3615


(810) 342-1400         www.mclaren.org
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February 12, 2013 
 
Mr. James Falahee, J.D. 
Chairman 
Certificate of Need Commission 
Michigan Department of Community Health 
201 Townsend Street, 7th Floor 
Lansing, MI  48913 
 
Dear Chairman Falahee, 
 
On behalf of McLaren Health Care I appreciate this opportunity to provide comments on 
the proposed Megavoltage Radiation Therapy (MRT) Services/Units. 
 
Specifically, Section 14 (e) (I) of the Standards which states: “An applicant shall submit 
evidence of accreditation by the American College of Surgeons Commission on Cancer 
or the Joint Commission on the Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations (JCAHO) 
within the first three years of operation and continue to participate annually 
thereafter.”   
 
Several of the McLaren facilities do not participate in JCAHO.  These facilities participate 
in the Healthcare Facilities Accreditation Program (HFAP).  This is a nationally recognized 
accreditation organization with deeming authority from CMS.   
 
McLaren is requesting that HFAP be included in Section 14 (e)(I) as a qualifying 
organization or by not naming specific accredit ting organizations but simply stating that 
the applicant must be accredited by a recognized  CMS authority.   
 
Thank you for the Commission’s consideration of this matter.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Gregory S. Dobis 
McLaren Health Care 
Corporate Director of Planning 
 
GSD/ls 
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1.  Name: Kenneth Chu
2.  Organization: Marquette General Hospital
3.  Phone: 906 225 4495
4.  Email: kchu@mgh.org
5.  Standards: AA
6.  Testimony: In the draft document titled: DRAFT_CON-
211_CON_Rev_Stds_MRT_for_PH.2.5.13_409285_7.pdf,

I would like to change the term "immediately available" as it pertains to physicists because it may be
mis-understood in terms of Billing or Brachytherapy to mean physically available. This change would be
consistent with the general practice in Michigan and the other states.

Hence I propose Lines 467-468 to be changed to say:
"One (1) FTE board-certified or board-qualified radiation physicist, certified in therapeutic radiologic
physics, available (by telephone, telecommunication, or radio) during hours of operation."
7. Testimony:
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1.  Name: Keith Crowell
2.  Organization: Oaklawn Hospital
3.  Phone: 269.789.3942
4.  Email: kcrowell@oaklawnhospital.com
5.  Standards: AA
6.  Testimony:
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