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ALMA PUBLIC SCHOOLS

ACTS	OF	KINDNESS	NIGHT	MAKE-OVER
Luce Road Early Childhood Learning Center, a school building for grades pre-K through 1, has traditionally 
held their Acts of Kindness Night in mid-December to reinforce the holiday spirit of giving. In the past, 
children have decorated placemats and cookies with holiday themes, and have delivered them, as a group, 
to a local nursing home. Recently, the delivery of decorated placemats has been done by staff due to the 
logistics and costs involved in moving 400+ children across town, and cookies have gone home to share with 
family members, instead.

December 2010 brought a revamping of the projects undertaken 
on Acts of Kindness Night. Children still decorated plain, white 
placemats in holiday and winter themes, but they also made 
cards for the residents of the Michigan Masonic Home, located 
Alma. Cookie decorating was not done at all; instead, strings of 
Cheerios, hot air-popped popcorn, and cranberries were created 
for decorating trees. In addition, pinecones were coated in 
either peanut butter or shortening (so that children with peanut 
allergies could participate), then rolled in bird seed for hanging 
outside for our feathered friends.

Placemats and cards were delivered to the Masonic Home by staff, and children were able to take home festive 
strings of goodies to hang either on their Christmas tree or in their yards, along with the seed-coated pinecones 
for birds to enjoy during the cold, winter season.

ALMA PUBLIC SCHOOLS

NEW AND IMPROVED HOLIDAY CELEBRATION
One fourth-grade classroom at Pine Avenue Elementary School in 
Alma, Michigan, has revamped their Christmas celebration. The 
classroom teacher hung a Christmas stocking at each student desk, 
a long-standing tradition. But this year, instead of requesting treats, 
candy canes, and other sugary items of parents to fill those stockings, 
the teacher purchased pencils, erasers, bookmarks, and notepads for 
each stocking.

Every student made a Christmas card for each of their classmates 
to go in their stockings. Students and parents could also contribute 
non-food goodies so that all students’ stockings will be equally full 
of surprises!

The teacher said that, due to tough economic circumstances, she 
eliminated any gift exchanges between students. “I really notice 
how we did use sweets and treats but do not anymore—and the 
students are healthier for it.” 
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