
[DATE]

[ORGANIZATIONAL ADDRESS, CITY, STATE, ZIP]

[ORGANIZATIONAL PHONE NUMBER]

[SCHOOL or ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERS TITLE AND NAME]:

Dear Parent/Guardian,

A child who attends the [NAME OF SCHOOL OR DAYCARE PROGRAM] has been diagnosed with chickenpox.  Chickenpox is a highly contagious illness that generally starts with a slight fever, followed by a blister-like, itchy rash.  Although this is usually not a serious illness, children often miss days at school or daycare thereby causing parents to miss work as well.  Also, in some children and certain high-risk individuals, including those with HIV/AIDs, on chemotherapy, or pregnant, chickenpox can cause much more severe illness; leading to hospital stays or even death.

By Michigan law, all students are required to be immunized with two doses of Varicella (VAR) vaccine or have a history of having the chickenpox disease, or have other (lab) evidence of immunity.  If your child has already been fully vaccinated against chickenpox, please make sure that you have provided a copy of their immunization records to [SCHOOL OR DAYCARE NAME] so that this may be included in their health record.  

If your child has not been immunized and you cannot provide a verification of a previous diagnosis of chickenpox, your child will be excluded from school until he or she receives their first dose of Varicella vaccine (VAR).  
If you choose not to have your child immunized against chickenpox, your child will be excluded for 21 days after onset of the last confirmed case. However, if you do choose to immunize your child they can be conditionally re-admitted after their first dose pending the scheduling of an appointment for a second dose.  
If your child has received only one dose of Varicella (VAR) vaccine and you cannot provide verification of a previous diagnosis of chickenpox, you may voluntarily choose to exclude your child from school until the second dose is administered.  
There are a few children with weakened immune systems who should not receive the vaccine, and your child’s health care provider will be able to advise you what to do if your child has exposure to chickenpox.  A medicine is available (VZIG) that can protect children and adults with weakened immune systems and pregnant women from chickenpox.

If your child does develop chickenpox, he or she should be kept home until the rash has crusted over (usually about five days).

If you have any questions about chickenpox please contact your family’s physician or [NAME], with [ORGANIZATION NAME] at [PHONE NUMBER] or [EMAIL]. Further information about chickenpox can also be found at [LHD WEBSITE URL].
Sincerely, 

[NAME, TITLE]
Health Department or Daycare �Name or Logo Here








