


 Develop Michigan-specific perinatal oral 

health guidelines for medical and dental 

professionals  

 

 Create a statewide action plan for 

implementing the guidelines  

 

 Monitor Outcomes Evaluation 

 

 

Goals & Objectives 



Infant Mortality 

Addressing infant mortality means attending to a 

full spectrum of factors that impact well being 

including the “social determinants of health” 

*Health- individual physical, oral and 

behavioral  

*Family 

*Social 

*Economic 

*Environmental  



Public Health Crisis:  

Too Many Michigan Infants are Dying 

Michigan’s Infant Mortality Rate has not changed significantly in the past 10 years 

and remains higher than the US rate 



Low Birth Weight 

Low Birth Weight  

Most Frequent Cause of Infant Mortality 
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Dashboard - Infant Mortality 



 

1. Implement a Regional Perinatal System 

2. Promote adoption of policies to eliminate 
medically unnecessary  deliveries before 39 
weeks gestation 

3. Promote adoption of progesterone protocol 
for high risk women 

4. Promote safer infant sleeping practices to 
prevent suffocation 

5. Expand home-visiting programs to support 
vulnerable women and infant 

6. Support better health status of 
women and girls 

7. Reduce Unintended Pregnancies  

8. Weave the social determinants of health in 
all targeted strategies to promote reduction 
of racial and ethnic disparities in infant 
mortality 

 

Infant Mortality Reduction Plan 



Perinatal Definition 
“Period of time beginning before conception and  

  continuing through the first year of life.”                 

    (March of Dimes, TIOP II, 1993) 

 

Alternate definitions:  

“The period immediately before and after birth.” 

“Beginning at the 20th -28th week of gestation,  

 ending 4-6  weeks after birth.” 

 

Assumption: A healthy woman will have a greater    

       likelihood of a positive birth outcome. 

 



Perinatal Oral Health Care 



Reminder 

Comprehensive Perinatal System 

of Care, includes Oral Health!  

When it is about infants, 

 it is about mothers 

When it is about mothers, 

 it is about women of reproductive age 
 

  



Thank You 

http://www.deltadentalmi.com

