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Overview

The Michigan Family Planning Advisory Council (FPAC) is a group of diverse individuals committed to improving access to family planning services for the people of Michigan.  Having the skills and resources to plan the timing and size of families improves birth outcomes, protects the health of parents, and reduces the likelihood of that family living in poverty.  Towards that end, individuals representing the state government, local health departments, Planned Parenthoods, hospitals, adolescent health centers, advocacy agencies, social workers, and community members have joined together to enhance access to family planning services.  

History
Michigan has received Title X of the Public Health Services Act (Title X) funding since 1972.  The Title X Program is the only federal program devoted solely to the provision of family planning and reproductive health care.  A requirement of the Title X program is to have community participation in the program by:  1) persons broadly representative of all significant elements of the population served; and 2) persons knowledgeable about the community’s needs for family planning services.  Since 1972, Michigan has met this requirement through the statewide FPAC.  At that time, Title X providers were one of the only sources of family planning services for low-income men and women in Michigan.  Today, federally qualified health centers proliferate in Michigan and provide low-cost health services including family planning.  In 2006, Michigan Medicaid was approved for a demonstration waiver that expanded family planning coverage to eligible females with incomes up to 185 percent of the federal poverty level.  

In 2009, the FPAC completed a strategic planning process.  The group decided it would benefit the state to broaden their focus from only Title X programs to include other sources of family planning services in Michigan.  The Title X programs remain the cornerstone of family planning services for low-income Michigan men and women and remain a focus.  The FPAC acknowledges the philosophy in the Title X regulations and continues to seek members representing the population served and knowledgeable about the state’s need for family planning services.   
Shared Mission

Through collaborative leadership and advocacy, the Family Planning Advisory Council (FPAC) supports and improves the reproductive health of Michigan residents.

Shared Vision
The FPAC is a highly visible and sought after partnership that assures innovative and quality policies, programs and services benefiting generations to come.
Key Priorities

The FPAC:

· Develops and shares our identity.

· Builds the right infrastructure for maximum success.

· Establishes strategic partnerships with local, state and national networks.
· Coordinates a strategic annual policy agenda. 

· Maximizes existing or leverage new resources for programs that provide family planning.

· Provides leadership for quality service delivery.

· Utilizes state-of-the-art technology to assure family planning information is available.

Participants

Current membership includes individuals representing the state government, local health departments, Planned Parenthoods, hospitals, adolescent health centers, advocacy agencies, social workers, and community members.

Structure
The FPAC meets quarterly in Lansing, with a conference call option to increase accessibility.  The FPAC agenda is carried forward through the work of the following four task forces under the leadership of the Executive Committee.
· Revisioning Task Force
Develops and shares the FPAC identity including structure, membership and partnerships with other networks.

· Resource Enhancement Task Force
Identifies and disseminates information that outlines strategies or identifies opportunities to maximize fiscal resources utilized in reproductive health settings.  

· Policy Advancement Task Force
Develops and coordinates a strategic policy agenda for family planning services.

· Quality Medical Services Task Force
Provides leadership on quality service delivery in reproductive health.

Contact Information
For more information about the FPAC, including membership and task force participation, contact:
Deanna Charest

Women's Health Unit

Michigan Department of Community Health

Division of Family and Community Health

517-335-8861

charestd@michigan.gov
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