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*****Instructions: This is a template article to explain how awesome a RICC member is.  You can send this to ‘letters to the editor’ section of your local newspaper.  You can also use this as a handout. In RED are the areas you need to fill in and change.  ********


March is Developmental Disabilities month and the 			  (name)Regional Inclusive Community Coalition (RICC) would like to recognize 			(name of person)for all his/her advocacy work.    The 		(name)RICC is a local self-advocacy group which is working towards policy changes for people with developmental disabilities.  			(name of person)is a person with a developmental disability and has been an outstanding advocate for policy change.  For example, he/she has taken on a leadership role with the (‘Shred the Hate’ campaign, Medicaid expansion, or contacting legislator).   Through his/her community outreach, he/she has (explain how outreach helped). 

 	 	 (name of person)has also promoted changes within his/her community. She/ he attended the Michigan Developmental Disabilities Council’s 15th Annual Legislative Event and spoke with his/ her legislator about (transportation, housing, education, healthcare, Medicaid expansion, or employment.)  

 	 	 (name of person)continues to advocate for people with developmental disabilities.  Recently, he/she has become		    (fill in a leadership role, job, or something else exciting). There she/he			                        (explain what the person does). 

                        (name of person)advocates for himself/ herself and others, so they can live a self-determined  life. 

He/she continues to be a strong voice for the community. 



