INSTRUCTIONS FOR:

SECTION G.  SURGICAL SERVICES

Ambulatory Surgical Center (ASC) means any distinct entity certified by Medicare as an ASC under the provisions of Title 42, Part 416, that operates exclusively for the purpose of providing surgical services to patients not requiring hospitalization.

Freestanding Surgical Outpatient Facility (FSOF) means a health facility licensed under Part 208 of the Code.  It does not include a surgical outpatient facility owned by, operated, and licensed as a part of a hospital at a licensed hospital site.

Hours of Use means the actual time in hours, and parts thereof, an operating room is used to provide surgical services.  It is the time from when a patient enters an operating room until that same patient leaves that same room.  It excludes any pre- or post-operative room set-up or clean-up preparations or any time a patient spends in pre- or post operative areas including a recovery room.

Operating Room (OR) for purposes of these standards, means a room in a surgical facility constructed and equipped to perform surgical cases and located on a sterile corridor.  The term also includes a room constructed and equipped to perform surgical cases on a nonsterile corridor if the room is located in an FSOF or ASC that is used exclusively for endoscopy or cystoscopy cases.

Outpatient Surgery means the provision of surgical services performed in a hospital, FSOF, or ASC, requiring anesthesia or a period of post-operative observation, or both, to patients whose admission to a hospital for an overnight stay is not anticipated as being medically necessary.

Sterile Corridor for purposes of these standards, means an area of a surgical facility designated primarily for surgical cases and surgical support staff.  Access to this corridor is controlled and the corridor is not used by the general public or personnel of the surgical facility whose primary work station is not in the operating suite(s) or whose primary work tasks do not require them to be in the operating suite(s) of a surgical facility.  Examples of personnel who would normally use sterile corridors include physicians, surgeons, operating room nurses, laboratory or radiology personnel, and central supply or housekeeping personnel.  Other terms commonly used to represent “sterile” in describing access areas include restricted, controlled, limited access, or clean.

Surgical case means a single visit to an operating room during which one or more surgical procedures are performed.

Surgical facility means either:

 
   
i.
a licensed freestanding surgical outpatient facility;



    ii.
a certified ambulatory surgical center; or

     iii.
a licensed hospital site authorized to provide inpatient or outpatient surgery.

Surgical service means performing surgery in a surgical facility.

