INSTRUCTIONS FOR:

SECTION D.  COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHY (CT) SCANNER/MAGNETIC 

RESONANCE IMAGING (MRI)

"CT scanner" means x‑ray CT scanning systems capable of performing either head or full body patient procedures including Positron Emission Tomography (PET)/CT scanner hybrids if CON approved for CT only procedures.  The term does not include emission‑computed tomographic systems utilizing internally administered single‑photon gamma ray emitters, positron annihilation CT systems, magnetic resonance, ultrasound computed tomographic systems, or similar technology.
SECTION E.  CARDIAC CATHETERIZATION AND SPECIAL RADIOLOGICAL PROCEDURE ROOMS

Do not report procedure equivalents.  A single patient session occurs when one or more procedures may be performed during a patient visit to a cardiac catheterization laboratory.  In a. through h. and k. through m. below, report each catheterization session only once.  Sessions done in a mobile cardiac catheterization laboratory are to be counted only in the Mobile section. 

"Cardiac catheterization laboratory" or "laboratory" means an individual radiological room equipped with a variety of x-ray machines and devices such as electronic image intensifiers, high speed film changers and digital subtraction units to assist in performing diagnostic or therapeutic cardiac catheterizations or electrophysiology studies.

"Cardiac catheterization procedure" means any cardiac procedure, including diagnostic, therapeutic, and electrophysiology studies, as applicable, performed on a patient during a single session in a cardiac catheterization laboratory or a multi purpose special radiological room.  Cardiac catheterization is a medical diagnostic or therapeutic procedure during which a catheter is inserted into a vein or artery in a patient; subsequently the free end of the catheter is manipulated by a physician to travel along the course of the blood vessel into the chambers or vessels of the heart.  X‑rays and an electronic image intensifier are used as aides in placing the catheter tip in the desired position.  When the catheter is in place, the physician is able to perform various diagnostic studies and/or therapeutic procedures in the heart.  Cardiac catheterization shall not include "float catheters" which are performed at the bedside or in settings outside the cardiac catheterization laboratory or multi purpose special radiological room.

"Diagnostic cardiac catheterization service" means providing diagnostic‑only cardiac catheterizations on an organized, regular basis, either in a room dedicated to that service or in a multi purpose special radiological room.  The term includes, but is not limited to:  the intra coronary administration of drugs; left heart catheterization; right heart catheterization; coronary angiography; diagnostic electrophysiology studies; and cardiac biopsies (echo-guided or fluoroscopic).  For purposes of these standards, the term also includes balloon atrial septostomy procedure in a hospital that provides pediatric diagnostic cardiac catheterization services.

"Electrophysiology study" means a study of the electrical conduction activity of the heart and characterization of atrial and ventricular arrhythmias, obtained by means of a cardiac catheterization procedure.  The term also includes the implantation of permanent pacemakers and defibrillators.

"Pediatric cardiac catheterization service" means the offering and provision of cardiac catheterization services on an organized, regular basis to infants and children ages 18 and below, except for electrophysiology studies which are offered and provided to infants and children ages 14 and below, and others with congenital heart disease as defined by the ICD‑9‑CM codes of 426.7, 427.0, and 745.0 through 747.99.

"Therapeutic cardiac catheterization procedure" means a cardiac catheterization procedure used to treat and resolve anatomical and/or physiological problems in the heart.  The term includes, but is not limited to: percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI), percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty (PTCA), atherectomy, stent, laser, cardiac valvuloplasty, balloon atrial septostomy, or catheter ablation.  The term does not include the intra coronary administration of drugs where that is the only therapeutic intervention.

