
YAC Documentary: Interview Questions
Questions for teen parents

· How old were you when you became a teen parent?
· Were you planning on becoming pregnant? 
· Were you using contraception when you became pregnant? 
· If yes, why do you think it failed?
· If no, why not?
· Did you have difficulty obtaining contraception?
· Did you have difficulty negotiating use of contraception?
· What other reasons were there for not using contraception?
· Did you want to use contraception? Why or why not?
· If you use(d) contraception…. 
· Where do you get it?
· How easy/difficult is it to obtain?
· If you don’t use(d) contraception…. 
· Why not? 
· If contraception was available in your school-based health center, would you be more or less likely to use it? Why or why not?
· If contraception was available at your SBHC, do you think you would have become pregnant?
· Do you think teens would be more likely to engage in sexual activity if they had access to contraception at a SBHC? Why or why not?
· Why do you think it is important for teens to have access to contraception at a SBHC?
· How comfortable do/would you feel about asking staff at a SBHC for contraception? 
Questions for Rep. Alma Wheeler Smith

· How big a problem do you consider teenage pregnancy to be in Michigan, and in your district in particular?

· What do you think are the best ways to decrease teen pregnancy in Michigan?

· Family planning devices or drugs may not be dispensed or distributed in a public school in Michigan (MCLA 380.1507) and there are no state laws affirming a minor’s access to contraceptive services. 
  This has led the Guttmacher Institute to rank Michigan 48th regarding the progressiveness of state laws on access to contraception.
   What do you think the Michigan legislature should do, if anything, to reform the state’s laws regarding minor’s access to contraception?     

· Schools in Michigan are not required by law to provide information on contraception in their sex ed classes. 
  What types of information and content do you believe are important to include in sex ed curricula?     

· Many states allow local school boards to decide if contraception should be available in schools and through SBHCs.  What do you think of this policy and do you believe Michigan should adopt a similar plan?  
Questions for health care providers

· When you speak with adolescents, what are their primary health concerns? Where does sexual health and contraception fall in their list of health priorities?
· Among the students you see, how much unmet need for contraception exists?  
· Why do you think such unmet need exists? What do students report as their greatest obstacles in obtaining contraception?
· Do you worry that increasing availability of contraception through schools will lead to a rise in sexual activity among teens? Why or why not?
Questions for parents of teen parents/teens
· If you are the parent of a teen parent, how did you feel when you found out your child (or their partner) was pregnant?  Were you surprised?
· Did you ever speak with your child about safer sex and/or contraception? Why or why not? 

· Was that conversation easy or difficult? Please explain.

· Did your child ever ask for your help in obtaining contraception? Did you ever offer to help in obtaining contraception? 

· Do you think your child would be a teen parent if he/she had had greater access to (and knowledge of) contraception?  

· How do you feel about schools, and specifically SBHCs, offering contraceptives to your child? Do you think such access is important? 

· What type of information do you think should be included in sex education curricula? Abstinence? STIs/HIV?  Contraception? 

· If you are not the parent of a teen parent, do you worry about your child (or their partner) becoming pregnant?  Why or why not?

· Do you believe your child is mature enough to make decisions regarding sexual activity and/or contraception? What makes you feel this way?
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