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Mission

The Buildings, Safety Engineering and 
Environmental Department provides for the safety, 
health and welfare of the general public as it pertains 
to buildings and their environments in an efficient, 
cost-effective, user-friendly and professional 
manner.



Responsibility of the Property 
Maintenance Division

Inspect Structures and enforce 
compliance with government 
regulations

Investigate and Report complaints regarding:
physical hazards

code violations

blight  conditions

zoning Violations



All structures in the City of Detroit are subject 
to inspection, except:

US Gov’t. buildings (i.e. DEA, ATF)

State of Michigan buildings AFC, 
WSU (unlicensed AFC homes will be 
Inspected)

Wayne County  (i.e. Jail)

Owner-occupied single family 
dwellings (unless due to a complaint)



These government regulations can be 
grouped into the following categories:



Rental Residential Dwellings Requires:

Annual Registration

Annual Inspections
Failed Inspections will result in a Correction Order being 
issued to the owner of record by first (1st) class US mail.



A Correction Order Contains

Listing of observed physical violations

Administrative Violations

Information on how to obtain 
compliance.

The date the violations must be 
addressed to avoid further action.



The Correction Order



Violation: 

Lead Clearance

Provide a report of lead clearance to the 
Department from a certified lead 
inspector or certified risk assessor as 
required by Section 9-1-82 of the 1984 
Detroit City Code.



Why LEAD is an issue

Damages  children’s developing brains 
and nervous system
The affects are irreversible
Reduce IQ and cognitive functioning
Causes anemia
Hearing loss



Why LEAD is an issue
(Cont’d)

Attention Deficit Disorder
Has been link to juvenile delinquency
Hyperactivity
900 – 1000 Detroit children will be 
poisoned by lead this year 
Approximately 80% of dwellings 
(100,000) are not lead safe.





Benefits of the Lead Amendment to the 
Property Maintenance Code. 

Kids will be safer, healthier, 

Reduced  health expenses, families 
calmer

Housing will be more marketable 

People more willing to move/stay in 
Detroit 

Fewer vacant homes



Benefits of the Lead Amendment to the 
Property Maintenance Code. 

(Cont’d)
Improved living environment

more vigorous, prosperous community 

Increased awareness, safer homes/safer 
children

fewer lead poisonings than ever before 

20% (25,000) Residences are lead safe 



Items provided with a Correction Order

Lead Clearance Certificate Form

Certificate of Rental Registration Form

Vacant Property Registration form

List of Local Lead Risk Inspectors

An Invoice for the inspection fee



The Lead Clearance Certificate
is REQUIRED for all Rental properties



A Certificate of Registration Rental
is REQUIRED for all Rental properties



A Certificate of Compliance is REQUIRED for all
Rental and Commercial properties



Current Statistics

Detroit’s U.S.
Qty. Percent Percent

Total Housing Units 367,789

Occupied Units 274,853 74.7 88.0

Owner Occ. Units 150,644 54.8 67.1

Renter Occ. Units 124,209 45.2 32.9

Vacant Units  92,936 25.3 12.0



The Buildings, Safety Engineering and 
Environmental Department

Outputs:
Units of Activity directed toward Goals

2010-11
Target

EBLL Investigations 1,000
Multiple Dwelling Inspections 5,200

1 and 2 Family Rental Inspections 20,000
Commercial Property Maintenance Inspections 20,000

Zoning Special Land Use Grant Inspections 2,000
DAH Tickets Issued 30,000


