On Wed. 27 Sep. 2006, we met with Pat Cummens and Mark Robbins from ESRI.

MDCH-GIS members Kyle Enger, Kris Campbell, John Spitzley, Lori Tarpoff, Kory Groetsch, Traci Wightman, Ed Hartwick, Carolyn Dulai, Katie Macomber, and Erik Foster were present.

The ArcGIS 9.2 rollout seminar on Tues. 26 Sep. at the S. Lansing Holiday Innwas discussed (several MDCH-GIS members had attended it). ArcGIS 9.2 will be coming out soon (the date is uncertain; perhaps in a couple months). Users whose license is up-to-date on its maintenance fees will receive an upgrade at no additional cost. It has many bug fixes and usability enhancements, including greatly improved ability to chart data, a 'file geodatabase' format that is more compact than the Access-based personal geodatabase, support for Excel spreadsheets, and the ability to create .PDFs in which layers can be turned on & off. ArcExplorer is being upgraded to ArcGIS Explorer, which will be a free program (somewhat similar to Google Earth) for using GIS data.

ESRI is also reworking its GIS server software (to be known as ArcServer) for the ArcGIS 9.2 rollout. GIS servers can house applications that are accessed using web browsers, allowing people who are not very GIS-knowledgeable to access & use geographic info. CGI can develop such applications for a fee. (Note from Kyle Enger: I'm planning to invite someone from CGI to a future meeting to discuss practical aspects of implementing such applications.)

DHS's implementations of GIS functions in their work databases were discussed by Pat. They have a rich set of GIS functionality, but have no trained GIS users on staff. However, they were able to work with CGI and ESRI to make GIS functionality available to their staff, to aid them in doing practical tasks.

The IMAGIN GIS meeting was mentioned. It is held every May, and will be in Kalamazoo in 2007 (see http://www.imagin.org/).

CGI also has a Michigan Geographic Information Users Forum, which meets the first Thursday of each month (see http://www.michigan.gov/cgi/0,1607,7-158-12761_15235---,00.html). Anyone should feel free to attend.

Mark is available if any users have questions about ESRI's software, be it ArcView, extensions, ArcServer, etc. His email is mrobbins@esri.com, and his phone number is 641-454-0600.

The October MDCH-GIS meeting will take place on Friday, 20 Oct. 2006 from 2:00 to 3:00ish in conference room B, on the 1st floor of the Capitol View bldg. (201 Townsend, immediately south of the Capitol). We have the room through 3:30, though the meeting might not last that long. Bob Scott will present some of his maps pertaining to childhood lead poisoning. He will also discuss confidentiality issues (a topic that was touched on at the 14 Sep. meeting in connection with Katie Macomber's sexually transmitted disease data).

