MDCH-GIS meeting minutes - 13 Nov. 2006

Attending were Kyle Enger, Traci Wightman, Erik Foster, Katie Macomber, Katie Sheline, Ed Hartwick, Bob Scott, Tom Largo, Kory Groetsch, Carolyn Dulai, Julie DuPuis, Kris Campbell, and Lori Tarpoff.

Ed Hartwick said a few words about how he’s continuing to look for people with ArcView licenses so as to coordinate maintenance payments & upgrades, thereby saving everyone some hassle. 
Tom Largo announced that presentations on spatial analysis/GIS are being sought for a breakout session at the April 12, 2007 Epidemiology Conference in Ann Arbor.

Tom Largo went on to discuss issues regarding design of informative choropleth maps, particularly when they can only be printed in black and white or when they’ll be photocopied. Shades of gray that are easily distinguished on a .PDF can look identical after being printed & photocopied. He suggested a 4-level hue/saturation/value (HSV) scheme where value is 100%, 82%, 58%, and 0% (H & S are both 0% for all 4 levels; the result is white, 2 shades of gray, and black). He emphasized the importance of checking the final proof of printed documents to ensure that all shades are distinct. 

Tom also showed a map of countywide rates of fatalities caused by unintentional injuries using four different classification types: equal interval, quantile, ‘Jenks natural breaks,’ and standard deviation. The map could look quite different depending on how the categories were constructed. ‘Jenks natural breaks’ is the default method, which attempts to find natural divisions in the data distribution. This distribution can be easily visualized as a histogram in ArcView (Layer Properties > “Symbology” tab > “Classify…” button). Outliers can be excluded via the “Exclusion…” button in the histogram window. The group also discussed how categories can be manually created using arbitrary values as cutpoints. These can be entered directly in the histogram window. It was suggested that for maps designed for the lay public, use descriptive labels (e.g., “Low” “High”) in the legend rather than listing the actual rate ranges. 

This meeting will be the last meeting for 2006. The next meeting will be sometime in Jan. 2007.
