Here are the MDCH-GIS meeting minutes for Thurs. 14 Sep. 2006.

Attending were Katie Macomber, Kyle Enger, Erik Foster, Tom Largo, Mike Carr, Bob Scott, and Brook Babcock.

Much of the meeting consisted of Katie discussing maps of chlamydia and gonorrhea cases that she had made for the Department of Education and local health departments. 

About half of the cases recorded in the Michigan Disease Surveillance System (MDSS) had a set of coordinates, making them mappable.  Using a spatial join, the numbers of cases in each school district were calculated, allowing production of a statewide choropleth map with different colors of school districts representing different numbers of chlamydia or gonorrhea cases.

Maps of individual counties were produced by zooming the statewide map onto a specific county.  This allowed display of school districts that were just outside of the county border, or that crossed the county border.  They were exported to .PDF for sharing with interested parties. Tables were also made to accompany the maps, to provide more specific numbers.

Confidentiality was also discussed. Point data cannot be shared beyond the public health system, since that constitutes protected health information. However, choropleth maps contain only aggregate information, and can be shared more easily. If a school district had from 1 to 5 disease cases, the number was given as '< 5' to reduce the risk of a third party figuring out a case's identity.

Katie also mentioned difficulties with interpretation of the data. People would commonly fail to understand that only about half of the data could be mapped (despite noting this on the maps), and the proportion varied depending on county (e.g., only about 11% of Detroit's cases could be mapped). Presenting cases mapped by county only (nearly every case is assigned to a county) might help remedy this problem.

Kyle mentioned a useful tip for transferring maps and supporting data between computers. For any given ArcMap document (.MXD), open it in ArcMap, and click File > Map Properties > Data Source Options, and select "Store relative path names". Then transfer to another computer the .MXD and all of the datafiles that it's linked to; the same directory names must be used as well. As long as the .MXD is in the same location relative to the datafiles, it should work properly, regardless of whether other higher-level directory names (or drive letters) have changed.

The group also discussed the upcoming ArcGIS 9.2 meeting in Lansing on 26 Sep. 2006. Bob Scott said that he'd been to ESRI events before, and that it might prove valuable in terms of getting new ideas or as a networking opportunity, though he wouldn't regard it as mandatory. The group figured that it might be particularly valuable for persons who have been using ArcView 3.2 and are considering an upgrade.

Brook Babcock, from the Office of Public Health Preparedness (OPHP), discussed the recent attempt by CGI to charge each state government department that used any of CGI's services, including MDCH, a yearly $100,000 fee (in addition to fees for specific services). This fee could then be spread among MDCH's divisions by MDCH management. It is believed that the fee was rescinded this year due to CGI's failure to properly notify MDCH, but the fee will be charged next year. Currently the OPHP has decided not to use any of CGI's services in order to avoid incurring the fee. 

Brook also mentioned that OPHP was considering installing a GIS workstation in the Community Health Emergency Coordination Center (CHECC) for use during public health emergencies. It is possible that this workstation could be used by other MDCH personnel when the CHECC is not in use (which is most of the time). Brook was unsure on how OPHP's decision not to utilize CGI would influence this, but other members mentioned that they'd been able to buy ArcGIS software independently and that CGI does not control the GIS software licenses.

Kyle asked for further input on the MDCH-GIS website, and noted that some new links have been added, particularly a link to a variety of free online training programs from ESRI.

