MDCH-GIS minutes, 29 Oct. 2007

Attending were Velma Theisen, Joshua Tootoo, Andy Hope (sp.?) Kyle Enger, Henry Miller, Rey Bouknight, Bob Scott, Dace Koenigsknecht, Mike Carr, Peter DeGuire, Tom Largo, and Beth Anderson.

Velma Theisen talked about recent CVD/stroke activities under their GIS capacity building grant, which is funded by CDC. A needs assessment and 2 years of GIS training for existing personnel is being provided by the Children’s Environmental Health Initiative (CEHI) at Duke University. Software and computing equipment is also being provided. Michigan and Colorado were selected for funding out of 16 applicants. Rey Bouknight, Velma Theisen, Henry Miller, Mike Carr, Lori Corteville, and Kathy Boynton will be receiving the GIS training.

Although the grant is still fairly new (software and equipment were installed in early Oct.), some initial work was displayed consisting of statewide maps of heart disease and stroke by county. There are plans to extend this analysis to examine risk factors for heart disease and stroke. Information from the Michigan Inpatient Database (MIDB), managed by the Michigan Health and Hospital Association, will be used.

An analysis of distance to well-equipped stroke hospitals that was done at U of M was also presented. An effective but highly time-sensitive therapy (tPA) is available for strokes that result from blood clots, and speed of transport to the appropriate hospital is a key factor in receiving timely treatment. Based on distance from hospitals to residences, this project was able to determine which hospitals should implement stroke treatment centers to cover as much of the population as possible. However, other barriers to fast stroke treatment exist that are less related to geography, such as business agreements between EMS companies and hospitals, and stroke training of EMS personnel.

Velma and others have also generated disease summaries by legislative district to provide to legislators who request disease information for their districts.

Although the presentation focused specifically on heart disease and stroke, the grant funds training of workers in other areas, such as Mike Carr (cancer), Lori Corteville (diabetes), and Kathy Boynton (tobacco).

After the presentation, Kyle Enger mentioned that he was trying to come up with ideas for future MDCH-GIS meetings, beyond having a single presenter talk to the group. He mentioned a show-and-tell session on ArcView tips, or a potluck when members could get together over lunch and freely discuss GIS (or whatever) with whomever. Tom Largo mentioned that people who are having difficulties with ArcView could probably provide good topics for future meetings. Kyle agreed, and stated that members can email other members via the MDCH-GIS address book on Groupwise.

Post-meeting note: Kyle asked Velma if the presence of the MDCH GIS users group made them more competitive when applying for the grant. Velma believes that it did.

