MDCH-GIS meeting minutes, 21 Feb. 2008

Attending were Kyle Enger, Scott Reynolds, Mike Carr, Katie Macomber, Pamela Roy, Dace Koenigsknecht, Lori Tarpoff, Ed Hartwick, and Ji Quiang Xu.

Mike Carr gave a presentation on mapping census data.

Data on www.census.gov are divided into several categories, and we considered three. 

· SF1 (Summary File 1) contains demographic data from the census ‘short form’ and comprises a reasonably complete count of the US population. It is updated every 10 years and contains ~300 tables.

· SF3 (Summary File 3) contains more detailed data (e.g., disability, education, poverty, occupation, housing, etc.) from the census ‘long form’, which is sent to 1 of every 6 households. It is updated every 10 years and contains ~813 tables. Further info & documentation is here: http://factfinder.census.gov/jsp/saff/SAFFInfo.jsp?_pageId=sp4_decennial_sf3
· The ACS, or American Community Survey, is a yearly survey with methodology similar to the census. It is based on a sample.

It can be difficult to locate the information you need, although it is possible to obtain subsets of data using American FactFinder at www.census.gov. The ‘geo within geo’ tab is particularly useful for getting data for a particular region.

There is also a freely available program called “SF3 to Table” (program & documentation at http://tnatlas.geog.utk.edu/downloadfree.htm) that facilitates subsetting SF3 data for analysis & mapping. The essentials of its use is explained on a cribsheet that is available at www.michigan.gov/mdch-gis. Similar programs are available on the same page for other census summary files.

Output from “SF3 to Table” can be easily linked to existing geodata in ArcView. It consists of numeric state, county, & tract designations, all concatenated in that order (e.g., 26005030202).

· Michigan is number 26.

· County designations are 3 numbers, alphabetical by odd number (001=Alcona, 003=Alger, 005=Allegan, etc.). This is also known as the county FIPS (Federal Information Processing Standard) code.

· The last 6 digits are the 4-digit tract code followed by the 2-digit block group code.

· State & county (e.g., 26005) and tract & block (e.g., 030202) are also given in separate fields for easy joining with Michigan Geographic Framework tract datafiles. Joining data by county may require creation of a new field (e.g., 3-digit county FIPS code).

