
 
 

 

CDC’s National Environmental Public  Health Tracking Program 

Why Tracking Matters 
 
The Tracking Network is an internet system of integrated and searchable public health and environmental data. With the 
Tracking Network, 
 
• The public can learn about health threats such as the presence of environmental contaminants in their community and 

take action to protect themselves and their families. 
• Elected officials can make more informed health policy decisions. For example, they can see their community’s historic 

environmental data to determine if actions taken to reduce pollution levels are working. 
• Health professionals and researchers will have easier access to scientific data allowing them to learn more about health 

conditions related to the environment. 
 
 

 

Michigan has joined the National 
Environmental Public Health 
Tracking Network! 

 

Tracking in Michigan 
Over the next three years, the Michigan Tracking Program (MiTracking) will develop 
an interactive public web portal to provide public access to health and 
environmental data for Michigan. The portal will provide information and searchable 
data to users in support of three goals: a) informing the practice of public health at 
the state and local level; b) educating the public regarding the relationships 
between the environment and chronic diseases; and c) promoting research into 
possible connections between environmental hazards and adverse health outcomes. 

MiTracking will also provide Michigan data to the CDC’s National Tracking Network, 
where users can access national data as well as data from Michigan and other states.  
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Michigan Environmental  
Public Health Tracking Network  

 Visit the CDC National Environmental Public Health Tracking Network: 
www.cdc.gov/ephtracking/ 

Michigan is one of the two newest states to 
receive funding to implement an Environmental 
Public Health Tracking Network, for a total of 26 
state and local tracking programs funded by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
as part of its National Tracking Program.  
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Which measures 
(“NCDMs”)* will be 

tracked? 
 

• Air Quality 

• Asthma 

• Birth Defects 

 

• Cancer 

 

• Carbon Monoxide  

Poisoning 

 

• Childhood Lead 

Poisoning 

 

• Drinking Water 

Quality 

 

• Heart Attacks 

 

• Heat Stress 

 

• Reproductive Health  

and Birth Outcomes 
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Michigan has a long history of industrialization resulting in environmental hazards and a greater burden of chronic 
disease than that of the United States overall. Major environmental contaminants posing a risk to human health 
include arsenic and other contaminants in drinking water; human exposure to mercury and organochlorine 
contaminants in soil, sediments, fish and wildlife; and air pollutants, particularly in larger cities.  

These environmental hazards are often concentrated in areas of high population density and minority, low-income 
neighborhoods, raising environmental justice concerns. The distribution of environmental contaminants and their 
potential health impacts are an ongoing concern to Michigan’s citizens. Until now, Michigan has lacked an integrated 
system to track environmental hazards and human health outcomes. 

Why Tracking in Michigan? 

 

To address these concerns, MiTracking will collaborate with internal and external 
stakeholders, partners, data managers, and information technology specialists to 
design and implement a Web-based interactive tracking network for the State of 
Michigan, guided by the CDC’s national system specifications and the experiences 
of the other CDC-funded Tracking states.  

MiTracking will compile data for the *Nationally Consistent Data and Measures 
(NCDMs), which are the core, standardized environmental and public health 
measures available on all the Tracking states’ portals. Results of data queries will 
be displayed in easy to read maps, charts and tables by time and space and allow 
for comparisons to national and state data. The web portal will also provide 
interpretation and key messages associated with each NCDM.  

By 2016, the MiTracking data portal will be fully operational with all NCDMs 
available for querying to support analysis, visualization and reporting of data. 

 

What’s Coming and When? 

 

Michigan Tracking Network 

 

For further information: 
  

MiTracking website:                                 www.michigan.gov/MiTracking  
Email Us:                                                 roosj@michigan.gov  
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