Safe & Drug Free School Coordinators:
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In order to keep SDFS coordinators informed, ODCP will provide monthly updates.  To view previous monthly updates, visit our website at www.michigan.gov/odcp (click on the “Education” link and the “Monthly Updates to Schools” link under the SDFSCA School Formula Grants).

REMINDER:  Please update your contact information for the 2007-08 SDFS grant in MEGS since ODCP uses this information to email, call, and fax the schools and ISD’s on a regular basis.  To update this information, click on the “Control Access to this Application” link in the Application Menu.  

 2008-09 Allocations:  In order to assist the schools in developing their 2008-09 SDFS budgets, the ODCP will be providing “Estimated” allocations soon. You will then have the opportunity to begin working on your application and budgets, but please be advised that this figure could change.  Once ODCP receives the “Final” figure from the Michigan Department of Education, the “Final” allocation will be provided.  Both the “Estimated” and “Final” allocations will appear in the Budget Summary of your application; however the application will not be approved until the budget reflects the “Final” allocation. Notification will be provided by email when each allocation is available. 
2008 Spring Conference:  As you are aware, the Spring Conference is set for May 7, 2008 at the Holiday Inn South in Lansing.  For further information, please contact Jamie Nixon at (517) 335-0733.
Grant Advisor Assignments:  Since the ODCP now has three Grant Advisors to work on the Title IV Safe & Drug Free School grants, it is suggested that you view the ODCP website to locate your Grant Advisor.  We hope we will better be able to assist you in the development and implementation of your SDFS application. 

Title IV SDFS Application:  This application will be available soon.  Once available in the MEGS system, the ODCP will notify the SDFS Coordinators through email. The 2008-09 application can be submitted at any time but keep in mind the grant’s contract date begins July 1, 2008 and ends on June 30, 2009.  However, the date you ‘submit’ your SDFS application is the date you can draw down your funds (which may not be July 1st).  This is why it is so important to ‘submit’ your application as close to July 1st as possible. The deadline for submission of the 2008-09 SDFS application is October 24, 2008.  No extensions will be granted so please mark your calendars.  Please pay close attention to the following categories when completing your application:

· Comments: Please click  in the upper right hand corner of your MEGS application to view your Grant Advisor’s comments regarding your application.  Based on these comments, make the necessary corrections in the SDFS application.

· Needs Assessment: please answer Question 2 a & b by providing drug and violence information/data. This is required to show a need for Title IV funds.

· Budget: Remember, only programs funded with Title IV dollars need to be reported in the budget area. Please do not submit items on the Unallowable List (located on the ODCP website); and Security items are capped at 20% of each school’s allocation.
· Program Summary: Please provide a narrative of the Title IV program expenditures listed in your budget. Only those Title IV funded programs need to be summarized in this area.
· Outcome Goals:  programs funded in the budget and summarized in the Program Summary need to have an Outcome goal.  All ‘attitude’ goals need to be evaluated by using a pre/post test.  All ‘behavior’ goals can be evaluated by using a pre/post test, school records/reports, etc.

· Prevention Programs: it is highly recommended that you select an exemplary, promising, or model prevention program to implement in your school. These programs have shown to be effective and schools need to begin thinking of sustainability of the prevention programs as well as a change in attitude/behavior of the population served.  If you select a ‘Waiver’ program, you need to provide specific responses to each question as well as a website to show effective strategies were obtained. All self-developed programs will be carefully reviewed by ODCP Grant Advisors and determined if Title IV funds can fund them.
· Non-Public Schools: All ISDs/schools need to submit to the ODCP the Non-Public School form for schools participating and not participating in the use of Title IV funds. If a non-public school does not return the form, mail a completed copy of this form and indicate the date the certified letter was mailed and two dates of phone calls made to the school. At least three attempts need to be made with the non public school and recorded on the form.
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