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MINUTES
[bookmark: _GoBack]RECIPIENT RIGHTS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

July 9, 2015
1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Lewis Cass Building 
3rd Floor Conference Room
Lansing, MI

Our Mission

	It is the mission of the Michigan Department of Community Health Recipient Rights Advisory Committee to advise the Directors of the Michigan Department of Community Health and the State Office of Recipient Rights in order to ensure that the rights of individuals receiving public mental health services are protected and promoted.

Our Vision

	It is the vision of the Michigan Department of Community Health Recipient Rights Advisory Committee that Michigan values a public mental health system in which individuals receiving services are treated with dignity and respect, enjoy full and fair access to the rights accorded them and are free to participate fully in all aspects of their lives.

Present: Liz O’Dell, Sue Witting, Darlene Logan, Michelle Milligan, Mark Reinstein, Basil Scott, Rosemary Allen,                       Margaret Stooksberry

    Staff:  John Sanford, Raymie Postema, Cynthia Ward

  Guest:  Dianne Baker

Call to Order - 1:10pm - Mark Reinstein, Chair	
Approval of Agenda – Liz O’Dell, Motion; Margaret Stooksberry, Second
Approval of Previous Minutes – May	 14, 2015 - Liz O’Dell, Motion; Rosemary Allen, Second
Minutes of the May 14 meeting were approved, with the caveat that the reference to “Caro” under “KPH Update” be changed to “KPH”.

· The chair noted that members had received the letter of commendation for Raymie that was decided upon last meeting. 

· On frequency of meetings, the chair stated he was proceeding with the current schedule, until and unless a majority of committee members ask for consideration otherwise.

ORR Annual Report
· For the ORR annual report, the chair stated the committee should have a small write-up for the report annually. Beyond that, anyone who wishes to be involved with the annual report should let staff know. The chair won’t initiate a related committee, until and unless a majority of the members ask for consideration otherwise.



       
Open Meetings Handbook Review
· Members were asked to review before September the state’s open meetings handbook: 
             https://www.michigan.gov/documents/ag/OMA_handbook_287134_7.pdf

· The chair is working on a budget letter for FY-16 to be sent to DHHS Director Lyon. Once that’s done, we can resume considering a budget letter to state officials for FY-17.

· The chair stated that no legislation directly related to recipient rights has been introduced this legislative session. It was asked where matters stood on something from late last year – i.e., redefining “recipient” in the MH Code. Nothing has been introduced about this to date for the 2015-16 legislative session.

· The chair asked for nominating committee volunteers. Liz, Rosemary and Michelle agreed to serve. Sue stated that a doctor from her hospital would be interested in committee service.


KPH Update
Staff provided a KPH update, as well as the evaluative report on KPH done by Pine Rest. A final department summary report on the latest Kalamazoo situation is still being worked on. John stated that what happened at Kalamazoo, and the follow-up of it, can be a roadmap for the entire department regarding rights issues.

Director’s Report. 
John recently presented at Detroit-Wayne CMH per the request of Tom Watkins. He also recently met with Michigan Protection & Advocacy. One of the issues discussed with P&A was consumer complaints about CMHSPs saying, “Sorry, there’s no more money for service to you.” John further met with several community care providers about general rights issues relating to their settings. John noted a recent DHHS leadership retreat, with the department desiring more one-stop-shopping for consumers. And he has continued to remain in touch with LARA about possible coordination/collaboration on hospital rights assessments.

· Other staff reports were received, reviewed and discussed.

Cookie Gant Award
· One nomination for the Cookie Gant Award had been received. It was (posthumously) for Donna Orrin of Washtenaw County. The nominating material was reviewed, and Margaret and Mark spoke of their past experiences with Donna. After discussion, it was unanimously determined to confer the 2015 award upon Ms. Orrin. Members felt the award must be better promoted, and Basil suggested info about it go into this fall’s rights conference packet.

Public Comment
· It was stated (and some members agreed) that it’s not always easy to find material about the RRAC (or DHHS) posted electronically. There were questions about what we have to post electronically (and when) re the RRAC. {NOTE: The chair has received a follow-up communication from Cynthia on this, and it will be sent to all members.} Michelle agreed to send immediately to members, information on applying for the rights appeals committee.

Next Meeting
September 10, 2015
1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Lewis Cass Building
3rd Floor Conference Room
Lansing, MI 48933

Additional Agenda Items for Next Meeting
· For next meeting (Sept. 10), Darlene asked that proposed revisions to “Kevin’s Law” (assisted outpatient treatment) – House Bill 4674 – be presented. It was also stated that we’ll need to review where we are with budget letters. (NOTE: A report from the nominating committee will also be important, as will discussion of the open meetings handbook.} Liz stated that, whether for next meeting or down the road, CMHSP purchase-of-service appropriations (re hospital usage) are coming out of FY-16 appropriations to the CMHSPs. It was believed these appropriations would now be directly available to hospitals. Liz thought we may wish to review this situation.

Adjournment
3:10 p.m.
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