
7215 Westshire Drive 
Lansing, MI  48917 
 
www.mohc.org  

Oral Health Program  
Washington Square Building 
109 Michigan Ave., 4th Floor 
Lansing, MI  48913 
 
www.michigan.gov/oralhealth 
oralhealth@michigan.gov  

Michigan 
Oral Health Plan 
Mid-term Report 
 
Summary of Major Activities 
and Progress Toward Goals 
 
 
 
 

August, 2012 

Goal 8: Increase oral access for persons with spe-
cial needs. 

 Treating Patients With Special Needs dental direc-
tory developed  and posted on MDCH website. 

 MDCH staff participation on Developmental Disa-
bilities Council Health Insurance Workgroup. 

 More than 400 children with special health care 
needs received dental sealants through SEAL! 
Michigan programs in 2010/11 school year. 

Goal 9: Increase oral health access for the elderly. 

 Treating Vulnerable Elderly Patients dental direc-
tory developed in collaboration with Coalition for 
Oral Health for the Aging; posted on MDCH web-
site. 

 Initiation of pilot screening program to assess oral 
health status of older adults (Jackson Senior 
Smiles project)) 

 Award of PA161 Program status to Coalition for 
Oral Health for the Aging; two oral health access 
events implemented in 2011. 

Goal 10: Develop and sustain the necessary infra-
structure to successfully implement the State Oral 
Health Plan. 

 Legislative initiatives: Medicaid reimbursement for 
RDH providers (Jan. 2011); reinstatement of adult 
Medicaid benefits (Oct. 2011); restored funding for 
Donated Dental Services program (2012); expan-
sion of Healthy Kids Dental coverage (2011 & 
2012). 

 Oral health included as topic in Governor’s 2011 
Health and Wellness message; in 2011, communi-
ty water fluoridation measures were supported by 
MDCH Director in policy statement. 

 Grants received: $402,000 CDC Cooperative 
Agreement Grant in FY 2011 (increase from 
$355,000 in FY2010); $25,000 Healthy Aging 
Grant from National Association of Chronic Disease 
Directors; Delta Dental Foundation grants in-
creased each year (from $60,000  in 2010 to 
$250,000 in 2012). 

 In Collaboration with MOHC: $10,000 HP2020  
Implementation Grant; $100,000 DentaQuest 
Foundation Planning Grant. 

 Grants provided through MDCH: Since 2010, Wa-
ter Fluoridation Equipment grants awarded to 28 
Michigan communities($160,OOO); nine SEAL! 
Michigan program operation grants ($395,OOO). 

State Of Michigan Oral Health Plan 2010 

The revised Michigan Oral Health Plan, released in March 2010, outlines goals 
and acƟon steps designed to meet oral health needs and improve the oral 
health status of residents in the State of Michigan.  This report provides a 
thumbnail descripƟon of acƟviƟes and progress toward goals mid‐way through 
the 5‐year plan of acƟon. 

The full report is available on the MDCH Oral Health Website at:  
www.michigan.gov/oralhealth  

 

Rick Snyder, Governor 

Olga Dazzo, Director 



Goal 1:  Maintain a statewide Oral Health Surveil-
lance System to provide a routine source of ac-
tionable data. 

 Yearly submission of Michigan oral health data to 
National databanks; water fluoridation data to 
CDC. 

 New MDCH database for SEAL! Michigan pro-
grams; enhanced data collection mechanisms for 
PA161 and Babies too! Programs. 

 Michigan Oral Health Data Reports: Count your 
Smiles (3rd graders); 2010 Senior Smile Report; 
Burden of Oral Diseases Report being revised for 
2012; from MOHC, Check-up on Oral Health: A 
Michigan County Profile (2011 & 2012) and Kin-
dergarten Round-up Oral Health Assessment—
Clare Public Schools and Harrison Community 
Schools (2012). 

 Oral Screenings: 0—5 year-old Screening (ECIC and 
University of Michigan initiative); Jackson Senior 
Smiles pilot project (Smiles on Wheels grantee). 
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Goal 3:   Increase knowledge of the relationship 
between oral health and systemic health. 

 Internal collaborations; ie. with Chronis Disease 
Division resulting in development of brochures and 
fact sheets (diabetes/oral health connection), a 
webinar (tobacco/oral health), and a white paper 
in development (obesity/oral health). 

 External collaborations: ie. with  Diabetes Council, 
Diabetes Partners in Action Coalition, Tobacco 
Free Michigan Coalition and Developmental Disa-
bilities Council to develop oral health-related edu-
cational materials and provide community-based 
Fluoride education. 

Goal 5: Develop strategy(s) to increase access to 
oral health services by establishing a dental home 
no later than age one. 

 Points of Light initiative: new website listing den-
tists who accept Medicaid and/or provide care for 
infants and children with special needs. 

 Head Start Dental Home initiative: Facilitates part-
nerships with local dentists to provide care for 
underserved children. 

 Collaboration with medical practices and Maternal 
Infant Health Program; to provide infant screen-
ing , fluoride varnish application and referral to a 
dental home. 

Goal 4:  Provide Information about the availability 
of comprehensive and culturally sensitive oral 
health education resources. 

 Community Water Fluoridation Toolkit and SEAL! 
Michigan Toolkit developed and released. 

 Webinar training provided for 180 primary care 
medical staff through the Babies Too! Fluoride 
Varnish Program; 83 physicians and nurse practi-
tioners certified to bill Medicaid for fluoride varnish 
services. 

 More than 20 brochures, fact sheets, newsletters, 
and webinars developed or revised and made 
available to the public through MDCH and MOHC. 

Goal 2: Implement evidence-based practices that 
maintain optimal oral health for Michigan Com-
munities. 

 Dental Sealants: SEAL! Michigan program recog-
nized by Association of State and Territorial Dental 
Directors as a Best Practice program. 

 Fluoride Varnish: Babies Too! program provides 
fluoride varnish application, oral screening, and 
referral during medical well-baby check-ups for 
children under three years old. 
 

Goal 6: Support a public and private system of 
care that ensures access to comprehensive oral 
health services for all Michigan residents. 

 Expansion of Healthy Kids Dental coverage from 61 
to 65 counties; planned expansion to 75 counties 
by 2013. 

 MDCH Oral Health Director presented at University 
of Michigan hosted conference Increasing Access 
to Oral Health Care in Michigan: A Discussion of 
Three Possible Solutions. 

Goal 7: Increase access to oral health services in 
underserved populations and communities. 

 Since 2010 more than 3000 children 6—8 years 
old received dental sealants in 95 school-based 
SEAL! Michigan programs; the number of SEAL! 
Michigan grantees increased from 6—9 in 2012. 

 Since 2010, more than 2000 children 0—3 years 
old received oral screenings, fluoride varnish appli-
cations and referral to a dental home through the 
Babies Too! Fluoride Varnish Program. 

 In 2011, almost 23,000 
adults and children have 
received preventive oral 
health services through 
PA161 Public Dental Pre-
vention Programs. 

 In collaboration with Gen-
esee District Dental Socie-
ty, the 2nd MI Door health 
Access event provided 
basic restorative treat-
ment or treatment vouch-
ers for more than 300 
individuals. 

  

 Community Water Fluoridation: 89.9% of Michigan 
population has access to fluoridated water through 
community water systems (higher than HP2020 
goal of 79%) 

 Media consultant hired by MOHC in 2012 to facili-
tate monitoring of oral health issues in the media 
and initiate outreach through oral health messages 

on Facebook and Twitter. 

 Staff presence at 15 community meetings around 
the state to monitor and respond to community 
water fluoridation concerns 

 Collaboration with MDA to develop United Voices 
report containing 17 recommendations for increas-
ing access to dental care. 

 Collaboration with MDA to implement Mission of 
Mercy access to dental care program being 
planned for 2013. 
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