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From the Office Director’s Desk

As our behavioral health system continues to
transform, we must continue to ensure that SUD
has the capacity to meet the needs of the popula-
tion needing services, whether its prevention,
treatment or recovery. Whether a person quali-
fies for Healthy Michigan, or Medicaid or Sub-
stance Abuse Block Grant, services must be
available to promote wellness, strengthen com-
munities and facilitate recovery.

In January, Governor Rick Synder released a
report “Reinventing Michigan’s Health care sys-
tem, Blueprint for Health Innovation,” which
identifies elements needing transformation: Pa-
tient Centered Medical Homes, Accountable
Systems of Care, Community Health Innovation
Regions, Payment models and statewide infra-
structure. In this article, I would like to focus on
statewide infrastructure. Michigan’s Blueprint
for Health Innovation calls for a statewide infra-
structure that responds to the needs of patients
(individuals with SUD), PROVIDERS, commu-
nities and payers...(to get to desired outcomes).
We have been working on population based pre-
vention strategies for years so our efforts com-
plement the Blueprint. MDCH also recently
published a report on 2013 Substance Abuse
Treatment Capacity. It was our aim to obtain a
baseline on the capacity of the SUD counselor
workforce, identify ser-
vice and capacity gaps and
plan for the future. Pre-
vention staff and Peers
workforce assessment will
follow.

With all of the changes,

there continues to be opportunities. MDCH and
SAMHSA will continue to provide support to
help behavioral health leaders ready their organi-
zations for healthcare change. To
support and accelerate provider adap- s
tion and change, SAMHSA has fund- 4 "
ed BHbusiness Plus to participants at l
no cost. Providers need only invest NS
time and energy toward making v
change in the business operations

most advantageous for the organization. Topics
include Strategic Business Decision Making,
Exploring Affiliations, Mergers and Acquisi-
tions, Costing Out Your Services, Setting up a
Third Party Billing System, Improving Billing
System to Increase Collections and Compliance,
New Business Planning, Third-party Contract
Negotiations, and Eligibility and Enrollment.
Nine providers have already engaged in BHbusi-
ness. Providers may apply for the program as an
individual organization or under the auspices of
an umbrella group. Applications are online, ap-
ply at http://bhbusiness.org. Application dead-
line is August 15. “BHbusiness Plus focuses on
key business needs driven by changes in
healthcare-expanding capacity, utilizing new
payer sources, and planning for growth” said
Becky Vaughn, CEO of SAAS. This opportunity
is highly recommended and meets many of the
training needs identified in the 2013 Substance

Abuse Treatment Staffing Capacity report.

Let’s continue to be key partners in Michi-

’ gan’s transforming health care delivery system.

Oeborath, F Hollis

Lakeshore Prevention Initiative: Talksooner.org

Engaging Parents Through the
Creative Use of Technology-
Talksooner.org

The Lakeshore Coordinating Council, in part-
nership with Network 180 and local community
coalitions, developed a parent education website
in 2009 - www.talksooner.org. The purpose of
Talk Sooner is to encourage parents to talk to
their children early and often about the dangers
of misusing prescription and other drugs.

To offer parents, caregivers and concerned citi-
zens of West Michi-
gan a simplified way
to talk to their kids,
Talk Sooner
launched a mobile
app for Apple and
Android devices. To
promote these new
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Prevention Initiative - Talksooner.org (continued)
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Spotlight on ROSC Action in Michigan: Integrating Recovery Efforts
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SPOTLIGHT on ROSC Action in Michigan: (continued)

SUMMER ISSUE




Profiling

A profile of drug overdose deaths using
the Michigan Automated Prescription
System

From 2009 through 2012, the age-adjusted
unintentional or undetermined intent poi-
soning death rate was 12.3 per 100,000
Michigan residents.

This profile uses a previously untapped
database, the Michigan Automated Pre-
scription System (MAPS), to charac-
terize these deaths by analyzing how
decedent prescription drug history
differs across groups and drug types
listed as the underlying cause of death
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Overdose Deaths

(e.g., opioids, heroin) during 2009-2012.
Out of 930 opioid-related deaths, nearly
half (48%) of decedents had no prescrip-
tions filled for opioids in the 30 days prior
to death. Men were 1.6 times more likely
than women to have an opioid-related death
with a death rate of 3.0 per 100,000 popula-
tion. A majority of opioid-related deaths
involved decedents aged 25 to 54 with the
highest death rate for adults aged 35 to 44
(4.5 per 100,000).
Overall, 826 individuals died due
to heroin-related causes. One-fifth
(18%) of heroin-related decedents
obtained a prescription for opioids

in the 30 days prior to death.

Men were 3.4 times more likely §#

to die from heroin-related caus-

es than women. Young adults aged 15 to
24 years had the highest heroin-related
death rate (4.4 per 100,000).

Prescription drug monitoring programs
are an important tool in preventing further
increase in drug poisoning deaths and re-
ducing prescription drug misuse and abuse.
Increased utilization of MAPS may help
prescribers and pharmacies when making
decisions related to treating patients who
are at higher risk of addiction and overdose
death.
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CARE

Lewis Cass Building, 5th Floor
320 South Walnut Street
Lansing, Michigan 48913

Phone: (517) 373-4700
Fax: (517) 335-2121
Email: mdch-bsaas@michigan.gov

Substance Abuse Treatment Assistance

www.michigan.gov/mdch-bsaas

Problem Gambling Help-line
800-270-7117 (24/7)

Excerpts from the Bureau of Substance Abuse and
Addiction Services 2009-2012 Strategic Plan

Vision: A future for the citizens of the state of Michigan in which
individuals and families live in healthy and safe communities that

promote wellness, recovery, and a fulfilling quality of life.

One of our priorities:

Establish a Recovery Oriented System of Care (ROSC)

The Bureau of Substance Abuse & Addiction Services (BSAAS) is
working to transform the public substance use disorder service
system into one that is focused on supporting individuals seeking
recovery from chronic illness. A ROSC requires a transformation of
the entire service system to one more responsive to the needs of
To be

effective, a recovery-oriented system must infuse the language,

individuals and families that are impacted by addiction.

culture, and spirit of recovery throughout the entire system of care.
The values and principles that are developed must be shaped by

individuals, families, and community stakeholders.

Michigan’s ROSC Definition

Michigan’s recovery oriented system of care supports an individual’s journey toward recovery and wellness by
creating and sustaining networks of formal and informal services and supports. The opportunities established
through collaboration, partnership and a broad array of services promote life enhancing recovery and wellness for
individuals, families and communities.

Adopted by the ROSC Transformation Steering Committee, September 30, 2010

Key Dates and Upcoming Events

More Training Opportunities
 Information on workshops, conferences
and other educational/training events
can be viewed at
www.MI-PTE.org

Coming Events
Sept. 22 & 23, 2014 - Michigan Statewide
SUD Conference

Sept. 11, 2014 - Cultural Competence
Training
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