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Oral Health in Michigan 
  
The MDCH Oral Health Program (OHP) has had a busy summer!  We were able to receive funding 
for another five year CDC cooperative agreement and Delta Dental Foundation continued to support 
the OHP with funding for school based dental sealant programs and water fluoridation.  Staff has 
been getting ready for the SEAL! Michigan dental sealant programs to begin this school year along 
with initiating the new SEAL! of Approval program for non-funded school sites.  We also re-
leased the new Fluoridation Equipment Grant RFP for community water systems on October 1.  We 
had a successful kick off of the Perinatal Oral Health Campaign to aid in the prevention of infant 
mortality.  The Oral Health Evaluator has spent a lot of time writing our evaluation report for the 
prior CDC Cooperative Agreement. This newsletter will highlight these, other OHP activities, and 
interesting oral health facts that can help you promote oral health in your own programs.   
Thank you for reading!  Christine Farrell, MDCH Oral Health Program Director 

Healthy Kids Dental Expands 
to Three New Counties! 

 

Oct 1, 2013 
Healthy Kids Dental has expanded 
into 3 more Michigan counties which 
is expected to improve dental care ac-
cess for 64,000 more children.  
Ingham, Ottawa, and Washtenaw were 
added to the existing 75 counties cur-
rently participating in the Medicaid- 
Delta Dental collaboration. 

A press conference was held October 1st at Fairview Elementary in 
Lansing with Lt. Governor Brian Calley, Michigan Dept. of Community 
Health Director James K. Haveman, and Delta Dental Chief Relation-
ship Officer Lu Battaglieri. Lt. Governor Calley shared, "This expansion 
of Healthy Kids Dental is another step forward in our efforts to improve 
the health of children in Michigan and put them on the path to be suc-
cessful in school and life."  Michigan Oral Health Coali on Oct Newsle er 



The MDCH- Oral Health Program recently launched the Perinatal Oral 

Health Program, a new public health initiative to promote oral health and 

improve health outcomes for pregnant women & children.  

Michigan’s focus on perinatal oral health is part of the state’s new Infant Mortality Reduction Plan.  

The integration of oral health promotion and treatment into the medical home model is a goal under 

Strategy 6: Support better health status for women and girls.  This goal led to the first statewide perina-

tal oral health conference held August 7-8, 2013, to assist the Department of Community Health in 

plans to advance oral health care for women planning to be pregnant, pregnant women, and infants up 

to 3 years. The overwhelming goal of the MDCH Perinatal Oral Health Program is to improve the oral 

health of pregnant women and infants, leading to improved health outcomes, and to integrate oral 

health promotion into the medical home. 

Jodie Condon is our new Perinatal Oral 

Health Coordinator and is focused on 

coordinating a statewide perinatal oral 

health system. 

 Accessing oral health care during the peri-
natal period is essential for the health and 
well-being of both women and their chil-
dren.1 Recent studies have reported asso-
ciations between oral diseases, particular-
ly periodontal disease and an increased 
risk for poor birth and pregnancy out-
comes such as preterm birth, low birth-
weight and gestational diabetes. Dental 
treatment during the perinatal time period 
is safe. 2 Neglecting or delaying care can 
result in more complex problems. 1,2   

Casamassimo P, Holt K, eds. 2004. Bright Futures in Practice: Oral Health—Pocket Guide. Washington, DC: National Maternal and Child 
Oral Health Resource Center. http:// www.mchoralhealth.org/pocketguide. 

 
Michalowicz BS, DiAngelis AJ, Novak MJ, Buchanan W, Papapanou PN, Mitchell DA, Curran AE, Lupo VR, Ferguson JE, Bofill J, 

Matseoane S, Deinard AS Jr, RogersTB. 2008. Examining the safety of dental treatment in pregnant women. Journal of the Ameri-
can Dental Association 139(6):685–695. 

 
American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry. 2011. Guideline on perinatal oral health care. Reference Manual 33(6):118-123. http://

www.aapd.org?media/Policies_guidelines/G_PerinatalOralHealthCare.pdf. 

Children whose mothers 

have poor oral health are 

at increased risk for den-

tal infections and for de-

veloping tooth decay, due 

to the transfer of cavity-

causing bacteria to their 

infant after birth.3 Dental 

and obstetric teams can be influential in helping preg-

nant women initiate and maintain oral health care, lead-

ing to improved health outcomes.  

http://www.mchoralhealth.org/pocketguide�


Contact Information 
oralhealth@michigan.gov Prevention is the key!! 

 Early Dental Visits 
 Fluoride 
 Dental Sealants 

Watch for our next  
Oral Health Newsletter 

coming in January! 

www.michigan.gov/oralhealth   

2014 Fluoridation Equipment Grants 
 
The 2014 RFP for the Fluoridation Equipment Grants 
was released October 1, 2013. City, village, and 
township water systems are encouraged to apply to 
initiate a community water fluoridation program or 
replace worn out fluoridation equipment in an exist-
ing program. 
Contact Susan Deming, MDCH Fluoridation Coordi-
nator for more information.  The RFP is available at 
www.michigan.gov/oralhealth    

SEAL! MICHIGAN 
SEAL! Of Approval 

Introduction of the SEAL! Of Approval pro-
gram!   The SEAL! Michigan dental sealant pro-
gram has experienced continual growth over the 
last four years and is now at the point of seeing 
previously funded programs become sustainable 
within their own community.   
 
These programs that are financially sustainable 
will be invited to join the SEAL! of Approval pro-
gram which is designed to offer ongoing technical 
assistance to school-based dental sealant pro-
grams.   
Jill Moore RDH, BSDH, MHA 

2014 SEAL! Michigan Grantees:   
(Funded through MCH Block grant, Delta Dental 
and HRSA funds) 
Smiles on Wheels 
Smiles on Wheels—Upper Peninsula 
Covenant Community Care 
University of Detroit Mercy 
Michigan Ottawa County Health Department 
Ingham County Health Department 
Western Wayne Family Health Centers 
Access Child and Adolescent Health Center 
Ferris State University 

Charlotte Wyche, our Evaluation Coordinator, has been extremely busy this 
past spring and summer finalizing the evaluation report for our past CDC 
Cooperative Agreement.  This report highlights our CDC funded Oral 
Health Program activities and outcomes for the past 5 years. The document 
will provide stakeholders with program updates, progress and goals defined  
in  the State Oral Health Plan.  The activities reported include: Program 
Infrastructure, Data Collection and Surveillance, State Oral Health Plan, 
Partnerships and Collaborations,  State Oral Health Coalition,  Dental Seal-
ant programs, Community Water Fluoridation, Policy Development, and 
Evaluation.   Look for the final report coming soon on our website.: 
www.michigan.gov/oralhealth  
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