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Adults and Children in Poverty HEALTH

INDICATORS

Indicator Definition: Percentage of individuals living below the United States Census Bureau income thresholds for poverty
status. For 2010, the poverty threshold for a single individual was an income of $11,139 and for a family of four the threshold
was $22,314.

Indicator Overview:

= Poverty rates are established with the ten-year census, and percentages are then estimated annually based on the American
Community Survey and/or the Annual Social and Economic Supplement to the Current Population Survey.

= Beginning with the late 1950s, the poverty rate for all Americans fell from 22.4 percent. These numbers declined steadily,
dropping as low as 11.1% in 1973. The poverty rate began to cycle up to as high as 15.2 percent in 1983. The national
poverty rate has remained between 11 and 15 percent since 1973.

= Poverty rates can vary greatly across subpopulations.
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Links to Other Sources of Information:

U.S. DHHS Poverty Guidelines, Research, & Measurement: http://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty/index.shtml#latest
Poverty in Michigan: http://www.michigan.gov/poverty

University of Michigan National Poverty Center: http://www.npc.umich.edu/poverty/

Spotlight on Poverty: http://spotlightonpoverty.org/

Links to Related Public Health Programs:

Michigan Medicaid Program: http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-2943 4860---,00.html

MDCH: Help finding Health Care: m_p://www.michigan.gov/mdch/O,1607,7—132—2943 52115---,00.html
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