

RICC: Michigan’s self-advocacy network

RICC stands for “Regional Inclusive Community Coalition”.  A RICC is a local grassroots group of people that is funded and supported by the Michigan Developmental Disabilities Council (DD Council).  Members include people with disabilities, family members, friends, local advocates, community leaders and service providers.   
RICCs are the self-advocacy part of the DD Council.  Self-advocates speak out for themselves and promote their own rights.  When self-advocates work together, like through a RICC, they can be much more powerful and more likely to change the way the community responds to people with disabilities.  Through local advocacy, communities can develop ways to better meet the needs of people with disabilities.
The DD Council, in connection with RICCs, sends its message to the community through: 

· monthly RICC teleconferences
· communication with the RICC coordinators for public policy and transportation and diversity outreach
· newsletters, e-mails and regional meetings
Every RICC:

· is led by people with disabilities (the chair or co-chair must be a person with a developmental disability);
· must be focused on making community change;

· must be active in capacity building, systems change and advocacy; 
· supports members in self-determination and self-direction.

RICCs work to change local systems and the way communities interact with people with disabilities.  RICCs help members learn critical information, build confidence and develop leadership skills.  RICCs help people with disabilities become leaders in advocacy in their communities, while emphasizing self-determination and community inclusion.   

For more information contact Michigan Developmental Disabilities Council at: (517) 335-3158, www.michigan.gov/ddcouncil  or Terry Hunt at: (517) 335-3148, huntt@michigan.gov 
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