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Meeting Minutes 
 

RECIPIENT RIGHTS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

July 11, 2013 / 1:00 – 3:30 p.m. 
Lewis Cass Building, Lansing, MI 

 
Our Mission 

 
 It is the mission of the Michigan Department of Community Health Recipient Rights Advisory 

Committee to advise the Directors of the Michigan Department of Community Health and the State Office 
of Recipient Rights in order to ensure that the rights of individuals receiving public mental health services 

are protected and promoted. 
 

Our Vision 
 

 It is the vision of the Michigan Department of Community Health Recipient Rights Advisory 
Committee that Michigan values a public mental health system in which individuals receiving services are 

treated with dignity and respect, enjoy full and fair access to the rights accorded them and are free to 
participate fully in all aspects of their lives. 

 
 
The meeting was Called to Order at 1:12pm by Basil Scott, Chair 
Introduction of New Committee Member Sue Witting 
Round table individual introduction 
    
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 
Mark – Motioned; Michelle – Second; Motion carried 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:   None 
 
ORR BUDGET PRESENTATION 
John Sanford shared background information and stated that RRAC will have the opportunity to 
review draft FY2014 budget which is the first time for RRAC to have prior budget review before 
being finalized.  
 
Guest Speaker Julie Mullins from DCH Budget Office shared handout of draft ORR budget.  
Julie explained the CSS&M line item pays training for staff and other miscellaneous office 
equipment needs.  The Travel line item is sufficient for current staffing needs.  The retirement 
stipend payments are an overall payment from all departments from the previous early out.  The 
2014 budget is already allocated and submitted for approval.  The RRAC Committee will have 
time to review FY2015 with comments and suggestions for submission for approval via a 
‘Proposal for Change’, which must come from John Sanford.   Julie stated the steps for budgets 
to follow are: draft of FY15 budget; submission to DCH budget administration; State Budget 
Office; Legislature and then to Governor for final approval. 
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Next staff, (September) RRAC will devote majority of meeting discussing and reviewing mock 
“Proposal for Change” prepared by staff for presentation at September meeting.  This is 
scheduled to be sent to RRAC by September 1 for review. 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
(Annual report provided and distributed by Beverly Sobolewski) 
NLCMH update: Lawsuit settled in June 2013 – Bennett v NLCMH. 
 
The hiring process has begun for WRPH Rights Advisory position. 
 
Office of Attorney General’s audit of ORR began in June; areas of concern will be addressed 
within a few weeks. 
 
John had a meeting with Lynda Zeller to discuss proposed Code amendments which Lynda 
shared with Nick Lyons.  Nick has requested a Bill Analysis document regarding the assessing 
LPH/U systems and Abuse/Neglect registry 
 
John attended the first meeting of the Firearm Access Committee on July 10 and MSP 
Headquarters.  The Committee is looking at greater access to mental health records by county 
gun boards.  Deb Garcia MDCH Legal Affairs, also a member representing MDCH. 
 
Mark states the state attorney general wanted to initiate a ‘hot-line’ for anyone to call about a 
youth/student who in the mind of the caller, is a threat to self or others – call info will go to other 
law enforcement entity or the school (SB 374) Mark recommends that Committee Google 
“Safe2tell” program in Colorado. 
 
STAFF REPORTS 

Training - Andy Silver updated Committee on the October 22 through 25, 2013 conference 
which will be held at the Grand Traverse Resort in Traverse City.  This will be the 20th 
Anniversary Conference.  

 
 CRU – 10 regions have submitted AFPs for contracting with MDCH as PIHPs. 
 

CMH must be in substantial compliance with its standards: Four are not – Pines, St. Joe, 
NLCMH and AVCMH 
 
A meeting between Dianne Baker, Janice Terry, Liz Knisley and Tom Renwick was held in 
June; thence, a letter from Liz to Directors of two PIHP regions indicating CMHs are not in 
substantial compliance. In order to get a contract award each CMHSP in the region must be 
in compliance. ORR will provide consultation on completion of Plan of Correction. 
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NEXT MEETING  
                                                                                 
           September 12, 2013 
   12:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
   Lewis Cass Building, First floor North Conference Room  
   Lansing, Michigan  48913 
 
ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
 
   Proposal for Change 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting was adjourned at 3:35pm 
Margaret Motioned 
Mark 2nd 
Motion Carried 


