MDCH FY 13

Toolkit #6a
Policy Language Addressing Emerging Tobacco and Non-tobacco Nicotine Products to Create a Comprehensive 24/7 Tobacco-Free School Policy
Rationale for Policy Language Change:  The Michigan State Board of Education has not updated its recommended policy since 2005, resulting in policies that do not adequately address the current or future market availability of tobacco and non-tobacco nicotine products.  To reduce the harmful health effects of exposure to secondhand smoke, prevent and reduce youth tobacco use, and create a social norm of tobacco-free behavior, it is recommended that the following language be inserted into the Michigan State Board of Education “Policy on 24/7 Tobacco Free Schools” to update the policy to address all current and newly-emerging products.  A copy of the complete policy as it would appear with the updated language is found in Toolkit #6b.   

Add this language to the end of the paragraph 1: Comprehensive 24/7 tobacco-free school policies prohibit the use of all types of tobacco and non-tobacco nicotine products (including smokeless tobacco and any new emerging tobacco products) on all school property and at all school sponsored events and functions on or off campus, by all people (including students, employees, visitors, contractors, delivery drivers, etc.).
Strike and replace paragraph 1a with the following language:  Examples of tobacco products include, but are not limited to, cigarettes, cigars, spit tobacco, snus, tobacco strips and sticks and dissolvable tobacco products. Examples of non-tobacco nicotine products include, but are not limited to, e-cigarettes. This does not include products that are classified as “nicotine replacement therapy” and prescribed by a physician to help tobacco users quit.
