DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES PRACTICE IMPROVEMENT TEAM

Summary of February 15, 2006 Meeting

I. Judy Webb convened the group and the members introduced themselves.

II. The agenda was adopted as proposed.

III. The January 11th meeting summary was approved after several corrections were made.

IV. Updates:

a. Autism Spectrum Disorder Workgroup: Sheri Falvay reported that the indicators sub-committee results have been posted and is open for comments until February 17th.

b. Developmental Disabilities Conference: Deb Ziegler reported that the speakers identified at the January 11th meeting have been confirmed and a brochure will be coming out soon. Janet Olszewski will be making the key note address and will be asking for speaking points from MDCH staff.  Price Pullins asked how the group would suggest this conference be marketed to CMHSPs.  The group suggested the MACMHB’s and MDCH web sites, the DD Council’s Monday Update, the Arc web site, and perhaps a letter from Pat Barrie to executive directors and clinical directors.

c. MACMHB Winter Conference: Judy reported that there would be one session on developmental disabilities at this conference in addition to the pre-conference institute called “Roads to Opportunity” that Nancy Hebert will be presenting.  Ingemar Johansson and Esther Onaga will be joining Judy on the panel for the conference session. There was discussion about the message that needs to be conveyed.  Since there has been strong response to what some people perceive to be DD PIT’s goals, the message needs to be clear.  For example the word “alternative” as in “alternative to segregated programs” can be perceived to mean the “replacement for” segregated programs when what was meant is that there needs to be a range of options from which individuals and their families may choose.  In addition, there are pockets of strong resistance to any proposed change.  So the options we suggest must be viable and attractive to families as well as providers.  Providers need to hear that they do not need to go bankrupt when they change their business models to accommodate a range of options. For the most part there is a lot of activity around the state in adopting self-determination. Rick Crowley has consulted at many CMHSPs, including the entire Mid-Michigan Affiliation.  Nancy indicated that at her session she will highlight the successes in Huron county; what is being done to keep people engaged in the community; brokering natural supports from people in the community (e.g., retired teachers); the need for a champion; and the positive aspects of volunteerism and micro-businesses.

V. MACMHB Spring Conference: Judy reported that the department has been able to secure a track for DD sessions at the May 23rd and 24th conference in Dearborn. The team brainstormed about possible sessions.  The outcome of the discussion was the following recommendation:

a. Panel #1: center-based programs movement to integrated options for people. Nancy Hebert, Mark Weeks, Ingemar Johansson, and Jim Grise

b. Panel #2: How it the movement financed: Tom Nerney and Rick Crowley

c. Panel #3: Places where school systems and CMHs are really coordinating transition from school to adult life: Jillian Evers at Oakland CMHSP and Oakland ISD and Washtenaw MRS/ISD/CMHSP

d. Panel #4: Transforming Your Business Model: Jim Dehem, Bob McLuckie, and Don Schuster

VI. Vision Statement: discussion.  The group spent the remainder of the meeting discussion and vision and mission statement (draft is attached).

VII. Next steps: 

a. Approve vision and mission statement

b. Report on winter MACMHB conference

c. Report on plans for spring MACMHB conference

d. Revisit work plan.

