
 

 

 
 

 
 

MCRC-Comments; 
2 documents regarding LGBT attempt to modify the civil rights code. 
Wednesday, August 9, 2017 10:15:56 PM 

From:
 
To:
 
Subject:
 
Date:
 
Attachments: LGBT 20170809.pdf
 

LGBT 20170727b.pdf 

Thank you very much Ms Levengood for this opportunity to assist the state/the public from 
LGBT manipulation which I believe is not healthy for the citizens and would compromise the civil rights of 
many for the delusions and potential fraudulent views of the few. 

Enclosed are 2 documents which support this view from a medical perspective. 

Sincerely yours, 

David Gaston MD 



   

    
   

   
  

       

   

                

 

                   

                 

            

                   

          

                

                

               

  

                 

           

             

           

   

               

           

              

                

     

               



    

            

            

          

              

           

             

             

             

                 

      

              

        

                

           

             

      

               

            

 

                

                

                

   

                 

  

                 

     

                

               

             

                 

       

 

              



   

 

                

                   

                   

               

               

              

              

                

                

                 

                  

                 

                 

                 

         

               

               

               

                  

                  

               

                   

                

          

                 

                   

                     

            

            

                   

               

                 

                  



    

                 

  

                     

               

                

                     

                 

                     

                

                

                   

                

     

                  

              

                 

                

                  

             

                     

                    

                    

                    

            

                

               

               

                

            

               

                   

                

                     

                  





   

    
    

   
  

       

  

               

               

                  

               

                   

                

      

                    

   

               

                

              

                

                

              

             

                 

                 

               

     

               

                 

              



    

         

                   

                

                  

                  

                 

                  

                  

     

                      

                

                 

               

             

                   

                 

                

            

                  

              

   

                  

                

              

               

               

                 

                 

              

                

                

               

                  

       







 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

    

  

  

 

  

 

     

   

 

   

  

       

August 7, 2017 

The Honorable Laura Reyes Kopack and Honorable Rasha Demashkieh 

Co-Chairs, Michigan Civil Rights Commission 

Capitol Tower Building 

110 W. Michigan Ave., Suite 800 

Lansing, MI 48933 

Dear Co-Chairs Reyes Kopack and Demashkieh: 

Since 2014, the Ann Arbor /Ypsilanti Regional (A2Y) Chamber has been a member of the 

Michigan Competitive Workforce Coalition (MCWC). The key principles of the MCWC are: 

	 Preserving the Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act (ELCRA), which protects against 

discrimination based on religion, race, color, national origin, age, gender, amongst other 

classes. 

	 Modernizing this Michigan law to include protections against discrimination based on sexual 

orientation and gender identity. 

	 Opposing so-called “Religious Freedom Restoration Act” (RFRA) bills, like the one passed 

in Indiana, which essentially allow individuals to use their religious beliefs to harm others, 

paving the way for challenges 

With the failure of the Michigan Legislature to act on this important issue, the A2Y Chamber 

joins with our MCWC partners in asking the Michigan Civil Rights Commission to clarify the 

language of ELCRA by issuing an interpretive statement to this effect. As you consider this process 

we ask that you keep in mind that discrimination is not only wrong for its abuse of our societal 

values, but wrong for its detrimental effects on business. 

Michigan remains a state where it is legal to fire or refuse to house someone based on their 

sexual orientation or gender identity. A MCRC interpretation of ELCRA could rectify this injustice. 

It would create a level playing field that not only ensures the legal protection of all members of the 

LGBTQ community, but ensures all individuals are treated with fairness and equity. 

As you are aware, most businesses actively treat their employees with this level of respect, as 

many already have in place their own policies to provide these protections. Your interpretation is 

needed because it will provide all employees with these protections. This will ensure we can attract 

and retain talented professionals who are unwilling to stay in or come to, a state which continues to 

codify discrimination.   



  

 

  

   

   

 

 

 

  

 

 

    

 

  

   

   

  

 

 

  

 
   

 

 

Your interpretation of ELCRA would also provide clarity to an unnecessarily confusing situation 

for Michigan businesses. Our members are forced to parse the distinction between a broad and 

deepening body of federal legal precedents on the scope of sex discrimination on the one hand, and 

little or no guidance about the scope of state civil rights law on the other. This lack of clarity is 

detrimental to the businesses community and to Michigan’s economic competitiveness. Action by the 

MCRC to provide clarity regarding the scope of sex discrimination in Michigan would benefit 

businesses. 

Proper interpretation of ELCRA would be in-line with the State of Michigan’s past efforts to 

ensure broad civil rights protections. It will allow Michigan to be a place where residents can achieve 

economic success through hard work, merit, and innovation in their professional efforts, without 

unrelated parts of their personal lives having an impact. Your decision will also provide needed 

certainty for our businesses. Please take action to interpret ELCRA so Michigan can be a more 

competitive, prosperous, and welcoming place.   

Thank you for your consideration of this important topic. If the A2Y Chamber can be of any 

assistance to you, please do not hesitate to contact our Executive Vice President, Andy LaBarre, at 

andy@a2ychamber.org or (734) 214-0101. 

Sincerely, 

Diane Keller, President & CEO 

Ann Arbor / Ypsilanti Regional Chamber   

mailto:andy@a2ychamber.org


 

 

 

 

From: Ken VanEseltine 
To: MCRC-Comments 
Subject: Bring LGBTQ Rights to People in Michigan 
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 2:55:35 PM 

Michigan Department of Civil Rights:
 

Please issue a statement clarifying that the prohibition against sex discrimination in
 
the Elliot Larsen Civil Rights Act includes protection against discrimination on the 
basis of gender identify and sexual orientation. 

This is important for members of my family and community, and for all Michigan's 
citizens and visitors to our state. 

Thank you for your attention. 

-- Ken VanEseltine 





From: james gobeski 
To: MCRC-Comments 
Subject: civil rights for LGBTQ 
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 12:32:11 PM 

I am supporting the LGBTQ community and have for many years. This is a whole bunch of 
great, energetic human beings and they should not ever be left out of the rights of every 
person in this country. How can we ever live with ourselves if they do not have the same 
rights and responsibilities as white heterosexual people? I say white heterosexual because I 
do believe that group is most privileged in this culture - and I am one. We are a nation, a 
world, of diversity. Everyone of us is a child of universe. 

Linda Gobeski 



From: (null) (null) 
To: MCRC-Comments 
Subject: Clarification language for Elliot-Larson Act 
Date: Thursday, August 10, 2017 8:38:25 PM 

I'm writing in support of clarifying language in the Elliot-Larsen Civil Rights Act to prohibit discrimination for both 
sexual orientation and gender expression. All citizens should feel protected from discrimination including LGBTQ 
people. 
Thank you. 
Jan Wheelock 
Greenville MI 48838 

Sent from my iPad 



From: SHARON MONOD 
To: MCRC-Comments 
Subject: Discrimination 
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 5:47:02 PM 

Dear Sir:
 
I wish to point out that prohibition against sex discrimination in the Elliot Larsen Civil

Rights Act includes protection against discrimination on the basis of gender

identify and sexual orientation. 


It seems obvious to me that all individuals should be treated with respect. Why

would you allow for cruelty and discrmination to a group of people? 


Sharon Monod
 



From: Christopher Smith 
To: MCRC-Comments 
Subject: ELCRA comments 
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 9:46:23 AM 

I absolutely do think that ELCRA's prohibition against sex discrimination should apply to 
gender identity and sexual orientation. Our understanding of human sexuality is more refined 
now and we know sexuality is more complicated than was popularly believed at the time of 
the writing of that act. The interpretation of sex discrimination must be a modern 
interpretation and include gender identity and sexual orientation. 

Do you think ELCRA’s prohibition against sex discrimination should or should not apply to 
gender identity and sexual orientation? 



From: Gloria Woods [she, her, hers] 
To: MCRC-Comments 
Subject: ELCRA interpretation 
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 9:19:04 AM 

Per your request for public comments, I urge the Commission to include sexual orientation 
and gender identity in the interpretation of sex discrimination in the Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights 
Act. 

Respectfully, 
Gloria Woods 

"We can. We must. We will." -- FDR 



From: Rachel S 
To: MCRC-Comments 
Subject: ELCRA 
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 10:55:43 AM 

Hello, 


I would like you to clarify that Michigan's protections against sex discrimination in Michigan's
 
ELCRA prohibit discrimination based on sexual orientation or gender expression.
 

Thank you.
 

-Rachel Sienko
 
48198
 



 

 
 

 

From: Nancy Van Hoozier 
To: MCRC-Comments 
Subject: Elliot-Larsen Civil Rights Act (ELCRA) 
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 1:23:52 PM 

I am emailing you to encourage you to include protection within the Elliot-Larsen act prohitation of 
discrimination based on sexual orientation and the basis of gender identity. This is a chance for the 
Michigan Civil Rights Commission to update the law for our modern society and the societal changes 
that have taken place in recent years. 

Sent from Mail for Windows 10 



 

 

From: Anna Krauss 
To: MCRC-Comments 
Subject: Elliot-Larsen Civil Rights Act 
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 1:16:43 PM 

To whom it may concern: 

I fully support the request that the Michigan Civil Rights Commission, pursuant to its authority to interpret the 
Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act, issue an interpretative statement finding that it is unlawful sex discrimination to 
discriminate in employment, housing, or public accommodations based on an individual’s gender identity or sexual 
orientation. 

I have been working in retail and food service for a few years in Michigan now, and having to hide my identity or 
risk being fired has been a considerable challenge for me. I have to constantly think through everything I say to 
ensure that I don't out myself to particular coworkers or managers, and having to put in that sort of effort to stifle 
myself on top of work and school is draining. So I have a considerable personal stake in this interpretation, as I'm 
sure do many other LGBT folks in Michigan. 

Sincerely, 
Anna Krauss 



From: Doris Austerberry 
To: MCRC-Comments 
Subject: Elliott-Larsen and Civil rights Act 
Date: Thursday, August 10, 2017 8:22:27 AM 

Dear Sirs:
 

Please include orientation and gender identity in the Elliott-Larsen and Civil Rights Act. It is
 
imperative that you do so.
 

Sincerely,
 

Mrs. Charles (Doris) Austerberry
 
Farmington Hills, Michigan 48335
 



From: Barbara Pappas 
To: MCRC-Comments 
Subject: Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act 
Date: Thursday, August 10, 2017 5:51:22 PM 

This message is just to express my strong belief that the ELCRA’s prohibition against sex discrimination 
should definitely be interpreted to include gender identity and sexual orientation in its protections against 
discrimination. These distinctions of categories of people are exactly what the ELCRA was drafted for: to 
protect citizens who are vulnerable to discrimination. Whatever we might think of one another, we are 
built as a nation on the concept of equal rights under the law for ALL citizens. There is no equality if it isn't 
available to everyone. This is one of those moments upon which we will be judged by history. I am putting 
my faith in the men and women faced with the decision of determining this interpretation. To my mind 
there is only one right answer here. I pray that this matter will be resolved appropriately to serve all the 
people of Michigan with the integrity with which the ELCRA was written. 

Thank you, 

Barbara Pappas 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From: Thomas Hamlin 
To: MCRC-Comments 
Subject: Elliott-Larson Expansion 
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 12:16:48 PM 

Dear Michigan Civil Rights Commission, 

I am writing today to comment on the proposed expansion of the Elliott-Larson Civil Rights 
Act of 2014. 

First of all, if there are an unlimited number of groups that “may qualify” for Civil Rights 
protection, there are no Civil Rights for anyone. 

In 1964, the basis for Civil Rights movement was the denial by some states of Voting Rights 
and access to Public Accommodations for natural born American Citizens.  The criterion for 
the denial was an immutable fact of “skin color” not genetics.  Skin color was seen as the clear 
demarcation dividing “white and black races”.  The criterion, no matter how repugnant it may 
be, is objective. 

Today, if any group with a perceived grievance can convince a Federal Judge that their 
unilateral and arbitrary self-definition “qualifies” for protection no matter how fluid the 
characteristic actually is, they become a New Protected Class.  Usually the grievance 
intersects with Federal or State Financial Benefits, such as Healthcare or Retirement Benefits. 

The test for Class Protection, if any, should be about immutable factors that can be objectively 
determined and those same factors are used to restrict and/or prevent participation by the 
Government. The factor in question in this situation is Sex.  It is clear Sex is the immutable 
characteristic required for reproduction.  Genetically it is determined by the XY or YY 
chromosomes. Gender is a Synonym for Sex. There are only two Sexes and/or Genders. 

What the Commission is currently discussing is not an immutable factor or characteristic of 
Human Beings and/or American Citizens, but a “feeling” and/or transient psychological issue. 
If a person can “choose to be their true selves” today, they always have the option to “choose” 
again tomorrow. LGBT factors are not stable or immutable. LGBT factors are arbitrary and 
unilateral.  Therefore, LGBT factors cannot be criteria for any Civil Rights law, ordinance, or 
regulation. 

Marriage Equal Protection has been misconstrued by the Supreme Court because of its 
rejection of the Declaration of Independence and Natural Law and should not be used as a 
precedent since the issues are different. 

Thank for receiving our comments. 

W. Thomas and Susan Marie Hamlin 
Lansing, Michigan 48910 



From: Don Nagler 
To: MCRC-Comments 
Subject: EQMI request 
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 8:09:30 PM 

To Whom It May Concern: Please enact the ECMI request for the sake of equal rights for all.. Don and 
Nancy Nagler 



From: Emmy Lou Cholak 
To: MCRC-Comments 
Subject: Human rights 
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 10:11:11 AM 

All humans deserve respect as Humans and deserve protection under our Human Rights laws. 
Please be sure to 
issue an interpretive statement to clarify that the prohibition against sex discrimination in the 
Elliot Larsen Civil Rights Act includes protection against discrimination on the basis of 
gender identify and sexual orientation. That means that LBGTQ get equal protection and 
respect. Thank you! 

Emmy Lou Cholak 
Traverse City 



 
 

 
 

From: Teresa Putnam 
To: MCRC-Comments 
Subject: Interpretive policy 
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 2:45:04 PM 

Dear Michigan Department of Civil Rights, 

All people deserve to be treated with respect and dignity no matter how they happen to be 
born. Sadly, too many people discriminate against those who are perceived as different. It is 
up to our State to protect vulnerable individuals and to be an example for accepting all 
citizens. LGBTQ people deserve equal protections from discrimination in employment, 
housing, and public accommodations, and more, just as we all do. 

Please vote on a more inclusive interpretation of sexual discrimination on September 18. 

Thank you, 

Teresa Putnam, Director 
Lifespan Faith Development 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Greater Lansing 

9 
Lansing, MI 48911 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

From: Kathleen McNelis 
To: MCRC-Comments 
Subject: Legislation to Prohibit Anti-LGBTQ Discrimination 
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 3:30:22 PM 

Good afternoon, 

I am the mother of an amazing adult child who is Michigan raised and Michigan educated; 
successfully employed, and would consider returning home to Michigan to be closer to 
extended family and longtime friends. I would love to be able to proudly proclaim that my 
child is no longer part of Michigan’s “brain drain” of young, motivated workers and state 
revenue generators (taxpayers). 

My child has recently identified as LGBTQ. In Michigan that is a problem…. 

Without legislation to specifically prohibit anti-LGBTQ discrimination within Michigan, my 
child may be subject to housing, job &/or public accommodation discriminatory practices at 
any point in time without redress. 

As members of the Michigan Civil Rights Commission, I urge you to issue an interpretive 
statement to clarify that prohibition against sex discrimination in the Elliot Larsen Civil Rights 
Act also includes protection against discrimination on the basis of gender identity and sexual 
orientation. 

Sincerely, 
Kathleen McNelis 
Southfield, MI 48075 



 

From: Ginny King 
To: MCRC-Comments 
Subject: LGBT rights - anti discrimination laws 
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 5:42:14 PM 

To members of Michigan Human Rights Commission: 

Please protect the rights of LGBT people and include them in the laws of non
discrimination. 
Michigan does not currently have a law that explicitly prohibits discrimination against 
LGBT people. 
Clarify that the prohibition against sex discrimination in the Elliot Larsen Civil Rights 
Act includes protection against discrimination on the basis of gender identity and 
sexual orientation. 

We have heard that the rate for suicide among LGBT youth is very high and this kind 
of protection would help them cope with living in Michigan and not being at the mercy 
of anti-GLBT discrimination. 

We all deserve to be treated with dignity. All people are God's children. 
Thank you. 

Detroit MI 48221 

Sr. Ginny King, OP 



From: Barbara Stevenson 
To: MCRC-Comments 
Subject: LGBTQ 
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 11:43:23 AM 

Please make sure that all LGBTQ citizens are treated fairly and equally in the Elliott Larsen act! Thanks barbara 
Stevenson , MUUSJN , detroit 48214 

Sent from my iPhone 





From: Izzy 
To: MCRC-Comments 
Subject: LGBTQ 
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 4:52:58 PM 

Hi,
 
I am not part of the LGBTQ community as such.
 
However, I am part of the larger community, and all beings are part of that.
 
So, I strongly urge Michigan legislators to protect the rights and dignity of those who specifically are part of the
 
LGBTQ community.
 
It's the right and fair and humane thing to do.
 
Thanks,
 
Izzy Khapoya
 

Sent from my iPad
 



-- 

From: Josh McCullough 
To: MCRC-Comments 
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 7:30:16 PM 

Hello, 
I am asking the Michigan Civil Rights Commission to clarify that the state’s prohibition on sex 
discrimination currently contained in the Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act prohibits discrimination 
based on both sexual orientation and gender identity. Please clarify the ambiguity that exists 
surrounding the scope of sex discrimination currently prohibited by the Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights 
Act and bring Michigan law into alignment with the growing body of understanding from federal 
judges and legal scholars. 

Moreover, discrimination against minorities simply has no place in Michigan. It is antithetical to 
the values supported by hard-working people across the state, and clarifying law to ensure that 
both sexual orientation and gender identity are protected from discrimination would be to uphold 
the strongest values that we all share. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Josh McCullough 



                                     

From: Ilene Beninson 
To: MCRC-Comments 
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 3:47:00 PM 

As a member pf MUUSJN, representing LGBTQ people across Michigan I want to 
see the Michigan Civil Rights Commission issue an interpretive statement to 
clarify that the prohibition against sex discrimination in the Elliot Larsen Civil 
Rights Act includes protection against discrimination on the basis of gender 
identify and sexual orientation. 

Michigan needs more civil rights protections to people from Michigan's LGBTQ 
communities. LGBTQ people should have equal rights just as other citizens. I 
have taught and worked as a social worker in this state for over 40 years. 
During my years of employment, I have seen talented, even gifted LGBTQ people 
contribute greatly to the common good of All. It is time for Michigan to have a 
state law that explicitly prohibits anti-LGBTQ discrimination. 

Thank you for your consideration. 
Ilene Beninson, LMSW, AMI 



From: cewfa85 . 
To: MCRC-Comments 
Date: Thursday, August 10, 2017 5:36:47 PM 

Gender identity and sexual orientation SHOULD be protected under the ELCRA. Gender 
identity and sexual orientation should also be protected federally under anti-discrimination 
laws. 



From: Lawrence Larson 
To: MCRC-Comments 
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 6:23:46 PM 

I'm strongly against lgbt discrimination so i support laws that prohibit this lack of equality. 

Lawrence N. Larson 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From: Bailey, Norma J 
To: MCRC-Comments 
Subject: My comments regarding the EQMI request 
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 1:11:32 PM 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am completely in favor of the EQMI request that the Michigan Civil Rights Commission issue an 
interpretive statement to clarify that the prohibition against sex discrimination in the Elliot Larsen 
Civil Rights Act includes protection against discrimination on the basis of gender identify and sexual 
orientation. While I would prefer that the Elliot Larsen Civil Rights Act be amended to include these 
protections, as it should be, until that happens, this is a step in the right direction. 

I was very active in the efforts to provide an inclusive human rights ordinance (regarding 
employment, housing and accommodations) in Mt. Pleasant which passed on a unanimous vote of 
the City Commission on July 9, 2012. While I was already protected as a faculty member of Central 
Michigan University, I knew that many friends were not, so it was important to me to do my part to 
help them. And the City Commission just this spring reaffirmed its position as a welcoming and 
inclusive city, an action for which I am very grateful. 

I have since recognized a couple of things about this lack of protections in the state of Michigan, 
other than in the ~42 municipalities that have passed comparable ordinances. I retired from CMU in 
August 2014, and what I realize is that if, for example, I would choose to look for a job, let’s say, in 
Clare, I would not be protected if someone were to choose to deny me a job, or for that matter, 
deny me the right to rent an apartment. This is not right and must be addressed. 

The second thing I noticed was when I recently was waiting for service in the lobby of a local bank. 
There is a placard there that lists the protections that the state of Michigan provides so that various 
groups of people are not discriminated against. As a lesbian, I am not included in that list. That 
hurts. And while I know that this bank doesn’t care and serves me well, it is not right that the state 
of Michigan takes a discriminatory stance on some of its citizens. 

Therefore, I respectfully urge the Michigan Civil Rights Commission to vote to issue an interpretive 
statement clarifying that the prohibition against sex discrimination in the Elliot Larsen Civil Rights Act 
includes protection against discrimination on the basis of gender identify and sexual orientation. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Norma J. Bailey 
Professor Emeritus of Middle Level Education 
Central Michigan University 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 



From: kurt higgs 
To: MCRC-Comments 
Subject: My POV on the Elliott-Larson Civil Rights Act 
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 1:34:07 PM 

As a 69 yr. old member of the LGBT community, I am offering my opinion on clarifying the 
ELCRA to include protection for sexual orientation and sexual identity. We now know the 
Earth is not flat, the Earth is not the center of the universe, the descendants of slaves and 
women of any race/ethnicity can actually be taught to read, write and count if given the 
opportunity and the sexual identity and orientation of person is not a choice. Yet in many 
situations, conservative religious groups in the state of Michigan continue to deny members of 
the LGBT community to be fully accepted and integrated into our society. It is the 
constitutional right of every person to be free to worship whatever they want. However from 
my prospective, I should also have the right to be protected from those religious beliefs that 
prohibit me from being fully integrated into my living environment based solely on my 
homosexual orientation keeping in mind I did not choose to be an abomination to God or 
mankind. Also keep in mind I have been a Michigan tax payer for literally decades and even 
though I find such homophobic theology dangerous to my well being, my tax dollars go 
towards protecting these bigoted religious institutions and prosperities. I pay for their fire 
and police protection . My tax dollars go towards building and maintaining roads so their 
members can safely reach their churches to listen to someone who will condemn me as an 
unfit member of our society. They feel religiously justified in denying people like me from 
securing safe housing, meaningful employment and safely thriving in our communities. 

The City of Jackson for years struggled to pass an ordinance to protect members of the LGBT 
community from discrimination because of the strong opposition from conservative religious 
organizations. At the beginning of this year an auto repair shop in a small community in 
Allegan County put a sign in their window declaring they would not do business with gays. A 
story that was covered on CNN within the last twelve months reported on a lesbian couple 
living in the Ann Arbor area about how they were refused medical treatment for their one 
week old infant because the "doctor" could not relate to lesbians. The State of Michigan 
needs to recognize that members of the LGBT community living in this sate are being harmed 
and put in danger because they are not included in the ELCRA. The State of Michigan needs 
to recognize that conservative religious groups will go to any lengths to created a Christian 
theocracy which will exclude anyone who does not believe as they do. We do not live in the 
Middle Ages. I am asking for your assistance in keeping me safe and allowing me to thrive in 
my community. I am asking you to clarify the ELCRA to include protection for people like me.
 I mean no harm to any other citizen of Michigan so why does the State of Michigan allow 

some citizens to legally harm me and marginalize my value as a child of God? 



From:	 Sharon Mills 
To:	 MCRC-Comments 
Subject:	 On expanding the Elliot- Larsen Civil Rights Act to include protections for gay and transgender residents in 

Michigan. 
Date:	 Friday, August 11, 2017 3:46:21 PM 

A life-long friend of mine was born a lesbian in an "all-American" family which could not 
acknowledge or accept her sexual orientation. As an adult, she taught for 30 years in the public 
school systems of Michigan, while carefully concealing her sexual orientation for fear being 
fired. She was a gifted human being whose humanity was denied at every turn, including the 
workplace: She was recently "let go" after acknowledging publicly that she was a lesbian. In 
firing her, that school system lost the skills and compassion of a devoted and brilliant 
educator.. 
Enough! It is past the time for Michigan to amend the Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act to 
include protections against discrimination on the basis of gender identity and sexual 
orientation. 

Sharon Mills 

Detroit, Michigan 48227 







From: National LGBTQ Task Force on behalf of Elisa Ramos 
To: MCRC-Comments 
Subject: Please ensure LGBTQ Michiganders are protected from discrimination 
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 4:02:16 PM 

Aug 11, 2017 

Michigan Civil Rights Commission 

Dear Commission, 

Numerous federal district and appeals courts have already concluded 
that the federal prohibition on sex discrimination includes anti-LGBTQ 
discrimination. Michigan should follow their lead. The First, Sixth, 
Ninth and Eleventh circuit courts of appeals have all determined that 
employment discrimination against transgender people is unlawful. The 
Seventh Circuit recently reached the same determination about 
discrimination based on sexual orientation. The interpretative 
statement does not create new law. It simply clarifies current 
ambiguity about what constitutes sex discrimination. 

The Commission has already concluded that anti-LGBTQ discrimination 
"exists and is significant" in Michigan. Having already 
reached that conclusion, the Commission has an obligation to act to 
prevent discrimination. Because our legislature has failed to enact an 
explicit prohibition on anti-LGBTQ discrimination and the scope of 
current law is unclear, LGBTQ Michiganders can still be fired for being 
gay, denied an apartment for being transgender, and refused service 
almost anywhere for who they are or who they love. In 2017, that's 
shocking and wrong. 

With your help, we can add Michigan to the other 18 states that protect 
all of its residents from discrimination. 

Please vote to provide non-discrimination protections and clarity to 
all Michiganders. 

Sincerely, 

Ms. Elisa Ramos 

Holt, MI 48842-7708 





From: Hava Levitt-Phillips 
To: MCRC-Comments 
Subject: Public Comment on ELCRA 
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 9:17:05 PM 

Hello,
 

I believe wholeheartedly that the prohibition against sex discrimination in Michigan’s Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights
 
Act (ELCRA) includes protection against discrimination on the basis of gender identity and sexual orientation, and
 
that it absolutely should.
 

Thank you,
 

Hava Levitt-Phillips
 

Ann Arbor, MI 48103
 

Sent from my iPhone
 



From: Georgette Zirbes 
To: MCRC-Comments 
Subject: Public Comment on Scope of Sex Discrimination Prohibited Under ELCRA 
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 11:55:05 AM 

Dear Members of the Michigan Civil Rights Commission:
 

I am a citizen of Michigan who strongly believes that all people in Michigan are entitled to
 
equal protection under the law.
 
I am shocked that Michigan does not have a state law that explicitly prohibits anti-LGBT
 
discrimination in employment, 

housing, or public accommodations.
 

I urge you to clarify that Michigan's protections against sex discrimination in the Elliott-

Larsen Civil Rights Act prohibit 

discrimination based on sexual orientation or gender expression.
 

Sincerely, 

Georgette Zirbes
 
Ann Arbor
 
48105
 



From: Rosemary Rader 
To: MCRC-Comments 
Subject: Public Comment on Scope of Sex Discrimination Prohibited Under ELCRA 
Date: Thursday, August 10, 2017 10:38:50 PM 

Dear Members of the Michigan Civil Rights Commission: 

I am a citizen of Michigan who strongly believes that all people in Michigan 
are entitled to equal protection under the law. I am shocked that Michigan 
does not have a state law that explicitly prohibits anti-LGBT discrimination 
in employment, housing, or public accommodations. 

I urge you to clarify that Michigan’s protections against sex discrimination 
in the Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act prohibit discrimination based on sexual 
orientation or gender expression. 

Sincerely, 

Rosemary A. Rader 

Ann Arbor, MI 48103 



From: Ted Huston 
To: MCRC-Comments 
Subject: Public Comment on Scope of Sex Discrimination Prohibited Under ELCRA 
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 8:31:32 AM 

Dear Members of the Michigan Civil Rights Commission: 

I am a citizen of Michigan who strongly believes that all people in Michigan 
are entitled to equal protection under the law. I am shocked that Michigan 
does not have a state law that explicitly prohibits anti-LGBT discrimination 
in employment, housing, or public accommodations. 

I urge you to clarify that Michigan’s protections against sex discrimination 
in the Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act prohibit discrimination based on sexual 
orientation or gender expression. These are as much of a person's identity 
as age, height and weight, which are explicitly noted in the act. 

Sincerely, 

Ted Huston 

Ann Arbor, MI 48103 







MCRC-Comments 
From:
 
To:
 
Subject: Re Elliot Larson "Sex" Statement
 
Date: Thursday, August 10, 2017 10:31:34 AM
 

While I don't think Elliot-Larson was conceived with sexual expression in mind, I think it should apply... 
That being said, we need to extend the act, like our republican Governor has always said he would 
support. 

Cheers! 
Mitchell Noland 



From: Hank Shiver 
To: martin tracey  
Cc: art; MCRC-Comments 
Subject: Re: gay and trans protections 
Date: Thursday, August 10, 2017 11:01:34 AM 

I agree! The tweet happened right after the FBI raid on Trump's campaign manager. The news 
was on the tweet and not the raid. 

On Aug 10, 2017 7:16 AM, "TRACEY MARTIN" <vipressverity@comcast.net> wrote: 

Among "the least of us" that Jesus declared to be of himself 
surely are the most vulnerable among us. That would be 
members of the LGBT community. The least the state can do 
to protect their free enjoyment of the security promised them 
as citizens of our commonweal would be to include them 
within the Elliott-Larson civil rights protections. We'd still 
need ENDA at the national level, but Elliott-Larson inclusion 
would be another noble step toward that realization. ~tracey 
martin 

mailto:vipressverity@comcast.net


From: BERENDEN CRAMPTON 
To: MCRC-Comments 
Subject: Sexual Discrimination 
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 8:17:46 AM 

People erroneously quote sources (such as the bible) to state their opinions. We are all 
individuals and have that right to be who we are. It is no one's business, unless it interferes 
with another person's rights to make their own choices. Sexual discrimination is wrong in my 
"opinion" because what we do behind closed doors is not subject to anyone else personal 
rights. Just a side note, I was born female and enjoy being who I am, except for the sexual 
discrimination in the workplace. Bernadene Crampton 



From: Erin Carter 
To: MCRC-Comments 
Subject: Support for Equality Michigan request 
Date: Thursday, August 10, 2017 3:20:06 PM 

Hello MCRC Members, 

I am writing to express my support for Equality Michigan’s request to secure an 
interpretative statement from the Michigan Civil Rights Commission protecting 
LGBTQ people. I believe the Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act includes protection 
against discrimination on the basis of gender identity and sexual orientation. I urge 
you to extend protections to the LGBTQ community so they can be assured they will 
have equal protection under the law. No discrimination is acceptable - we are all 
human beings. 

Thank you. 
~ Erin Carter 
East Lansing, MI resident 



From: Nora Smith 
To: MCRC-Comments 
Subject: The prohibition against sex discrimination in Michigan’s Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act (ELCRA) 
Date: Thursday, August 10, 2017 5:43:55 PM 

Yes. No descriminating based on sexual identity. 
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