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Presenters

 Jennifer Paul, EL & Accessibility Assessment Specialist



Please Pause the Video

 www.Michigan.gov/mstep
 Go to the Student Supports and Accommodations section
 Download or print the Student Supports and Accommodations 

Guidance Document

http://www.michigan.gov/mstep
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Michigan_Accommodations_Manual.final_480016_7.pdf


WARNING

This video is filed with good information and bad jokes. 



Today’s Topics

*Please don’t fall asleep yet. 

 Universal Tools, Designated Supports, and 
Accommodations 
 What are they? 
 How am I supposed to figure out what students can use on the 

state tests?
 How do I make sure to be the best test coordinator ever?



BIG Ideas

 Call it like you see it
 Universal Tools (UT)
 Designated Supports (DS)
 Accommodations (A)

UTDSA



BIG Ideas

 Use ONLY what the student uses for regular instruction
 Do not provide something to a student at the time of a state test 

that they’ve never used before

 UTDSA’s are designed to remove barriers for some 
students while not over-advantaging others



BIG Ideas

 Make team-based decisions for EACH student
 Talk to all the teachers a student has in order to determine what the 

student’s needs are
 Every student’s needs are different



Review

 What is the most important aspect of selecting UTDSA’s?
 True or False: Educators need to collaborate with each 

other and make sure they are making decisions for which 
UTDSA’s each and every individual student should use for 
the classroom and the assessments. 



Learn to Say UTDSA

 The Framework
 Universal Tools (UT) – available to all students, use is primarily 

student driven
 Designated Supports (DS) – available to students with the need 

previously identified for use in the classroom
 Accommodations (A) – available to students with disabilities or 504 

plans whose plans identify the need 



More WARNINGS

 Not everything a student uses in the classroom may be 
allowable on the M-STEP



Where To Find Information

 UTDSA information can be found in the Supports & 
Accommodations Guidance Document
 Supports & Accommodations Table

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Michigan_Accommodations_Manual.final_480016_7.pdf


Deeper Table Dive



What else is in this great document?

 Guidance on how to 
 Scribe 
 Read aloud
 Translators



What do I do if I’m a Coordinator?

 Get organized
 Read through the Supports & Accommodations Guidance Document
 Make a plan for how to make decisions about what students need 

for instruction and assessment
 Make a plan for how to ensure students actually get what they need 

at the time of the assessment



Question of the Day

Do you know if your colleagues are actively making 
decisions about what UTDSA’s are needed for the 

classroom?



Another Question of the Day

 Do you know if you and your colleagues are actively 
making decisions about what UTDSA’s are needed for the 
M-STEP?

 Step 1: Get your colleagues together. 
 Step 2: Discuss your students’ needs. 
 Step 3: Get organized.
 Step 4: Go do it!



Who you gonna call?

Jen Paul and the MDE team!

Send an e-mail to mde-oeaa@Michigan.gov
Call us at 877-560-8378

mailto:mde-oeaa@Michigan.gov
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