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Topics

 Review of Supports and Accommodations framework

 Preparing for M-STEP Science & Social Studies



Big Ideas for the Framework

 Make team-based decisions, even for ELs

 Make individual student decisions

 Provide supports that the student uses in their regular 
instruction



Supports and Accommodations Framework

 Universal Tools
 Available to all students-use is primarily student driven

 Designated Supports
 Available to students who have a specific need-use is primarily 

educator driven

 Accommodations
 Available to students with disabilities or those who have 504 plans 

whose need for the accommodation is documented in IEP/504 plan



Your Most Important Resource

 Student Supports and Accommodations Table
 The table is organized by test and content area

 Each content area is organized by Universal Tools, Designated 
Supports, and Accommodations

 Shows what is allowable

 If something is not listed please send an e-mail to mde-
oeaa@Michigan.gov to inquire about its use

mailto:mde-oeaa@Michigan.gov


What should I write in an IEP?

 The type of category a support is in for a student doesn’t 
matter

 The Universal Tool, Designated Support, or 
Accommodation should be on the IEP 



Universal Tools, Designated Supports, and 
Accommodations

 All available Universal Tools, Designated Supports, and 
Accommodations are the same for 11th grade M-STEP 
Science & Social Studies

 Let’s take a look at the Supports & Accommodations 
Table!



Universal Tools



Universal Tools



Designated Supports



Designated Supports



Accommodations – ONLY available to students whose 
IEP/504 plan reflect the need



Important Differences

 There are some differences in what is available for 
Science and Social Studies as compared to M-STEP Math 
and ELA:
 For any student who needs a Designated Support Read-Aloud (an in 

person human reader to read aloud the questions) they must take 
the paper/pencil test AND the human reader MUST use the Reader 
Script.

 For any student who needs the test translated into another 
language, they must take the paper/pencil test AND the translator 
MUST use the Reader Script as a guide from which to translate 
questions. 



Important Differences

 No stacked Spanish option is available. However, students 
could take the paper/pencil test AND use the Spanish 
DVD  or Arabic DVD. 

 Text-to-speech is ONLY a Designated Support. There is not 
a text-to-speech option that is an Accommodation. 



How do I know what to use?

 Start by examining what you’re doing in the classroom
 Which students need extra time?

 Which students need additional audio stimulus when they’re 
reading?

 Which students are English Learners and may benefit from a word-
to-word bilingual glossary in the classroom?

 Which students may be able to show the most about what they 
know if classroom content is fully translated for them?

 Which students may need a scribe?



Remember

 Universal Tools, Designated Supports, and 
Accommodations are not intended to overly advantage 
students. 

 They are designed to level the playing field.

 What does a student NEED in order to access content and 
show what they know? 



How do I organize everything in advance of the test 
day?

 Review your class list (or ask your teachers to each review 
their own) 

 Make a list of which students need what supports

 Ensure that the Universal Tools, Designated Supports, and 
Accommodations are available to students on the day of 
the test
 This may mean that someone needs to be the designated point 

person to enter the information into eDIRECT



How do I enable supports for M-STEP and MI-Access?

 Directions for turning on Designated Supports and 
Accommodations can be found in the Test Administration 
Manuals

 Embedded features must be enabled in eDIRECT

 Some features require enabling before printing tickets



Questions

If you have questions about what is available or need help 
in determining which supports might be best for students, 
please send an e-mail to Jen Paul or John Jaquith at mde-
oeaa@Michigan.gov. 

mailto:mde-oeaa@Michigan.gov
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