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FEDERAL STATUTES

§11433 (d) (1) – (5)
Authorized activities 
A MV Grantee may use funds awarded under this section for activities that carry out the purpose of this part, including the following: 
(1) The provision of tutoring, supplemental instruction, and enriched educational services linked to the achievement of the same challenging state academic standards as the state establishes for other children and youths. 
(2) The provision of expedited evaluations of the strengths and needs of homeless children and youths, including needs and eligibility for programs and services (such as educational programs for gifted and talented students, children with disabilities, and English learners, services provided under Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 [20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.] or similar State or local programs, programs in career and technical education, and school nutrition programs). 
(3) Professional development and other activities for educators and specialized instructional support personnel that are designed to heighten the understanding and sensitivity of such personnel to the needs of homeless children and youths, the rights of such children and youths under this part, and the specific educational needs of runaway and homeless youths. 
(4) The provision of referral services to homeless children and youths for medical, dental, mental, and other health services. 
(5) The provision of assistance to defray the excess cost of transportation for students under section 11432(g) (4)(A) of this Title, not otherwise provided through Federal, State, or local funding, where necessary to enable students to attend the school selected under section 11432(g)(3) of this Title. 
(6) The provision of developmentally appropriate early childhood education programs, not otherwise provided through Federal, State, or local funding, for preschool-aged homeless children. 
(7) The provision of services and assistance to attract, engage, and retain homeless children and youths, particularly homeless children and youths who are not enrolled in school, in public school programs and services provided to non-homeless children and youths. 
(8) The provision for homeless children and youths of before- and after-school, mentoring, and summer programs in which a teacher or other qualified individual provides tutoring, homework assistance, and supervision of educational activities. 
(9) If necessary, the payment of fees and other costs associated with tracking, obtaining, and transferring records necessary to enroll homeless children and youths in school, including birth certificates, immunization or other required health records, academic records, guardianship records, and evaluations for special programs or services. 
(10)  The provision of education and training to the parents and guardians of homeless children and youths about the rights of, and resources available to, such children and youths, and other activities designed to increase the meaningful involvement of parents and guardians of homeless children or youths in the education of such children or youths.
(11)  The development of coordination between schools and agencies providing services to homeless children and youths, as described in section 11432(g)(5) of this Title. 
(12)  The provision of specialized instructional support services (including violence prevention counseling) and referrals for such services. 
(13)  Activities to address the particular needs of homeless children and youths that may arise from domestic violence and parental mental health or substance abuse problems. 
(14)  The adaptation of space and purchase of supplies for any non-school facilities made available under subsection (a)(2) to provide services under this subsection. 
(15)  The provision of school supplies, including those supplies to be distributed at shelters or temporary housing facilities, or other appropriate locations. 
(16)  The provision of other extraordinary or emergency assistance needed to enable homeless children and youths to attend school and participate fully in school activities. 
(Pub. L. 100–77, title VII, §723, as added Pub. L. 107–110, title X, §1032, Jan. 8, 2002, 115 Stat. 2001; amended Pub. L. 114–95, title IX, §9103, Dec. 10, 2015, 129 Stat. 2134.)

MDE MV BUDGET GUIDANCE
    
What are some guiding questions to consider for subgrant expenses?      
When determining if a subgrant expense is appropriate, consider the following questions:    
1. Does the expense meet the intent of the law?  That is, does the expense facilitate the school enrollment, attendance, and success of children and youth experiencing homelessness?  Is the expense critical to maintaining the enrollment, attendance, and success of students experiencing homelessness?  
2. Does the expense fit in with one of 16 authorized activities in Section 723 of the law?  
3. Does this expense cover services that apply only to the homeless education program and are connected to the educational needs specifically of children and youth experiencing homelessness?  (The exception would be for services provided on school grounds; these services may include a small percentage of other at‐risk students.)  
4. Does the expense fit within goals articulated, and approved, in subgrant proposal? 
5. Does the expense meet a need that was identified as a priority need based on a comprehensive needs assessment?  
6. Was the expense included, and approved, in the subgrant budget?   
7. Is the expense necessary for the efficient operation of the homeless education program?  
8. Is there reasonability in proportion to the rest of the program budget?  How much is spent per student? Or, if this is an expense for one student, is it proportional to other program or student needs?  
9. Is the cost for this service reasonable?  (CANNOT USE COST AS A REASON TO DENY SCHOOL OF ORIGIN      ENROLLMENT) 
10. Is this expense for supplemental services, and not for services that should be paid for by the LEA as part of the regular academic program?  
11. Are there comparable services that the LEA provides to non-homeless students and should provide to students experiencing homelessness?  
12. Is there evidence of coordination with Title I for the use of the Title I homeless set aside?  
13. Has an effort been made to obtain this service from another source, such as businesses, community partners, and other service groups or agencies?  
14. Is this expense beyond the scope of the McKinney – Vento program and would be more appropriately covered by a community service agency?  
  
How can we plan for spending the subgrant funds?    
1. Use data to identify needs and priorities related to children and youth experiencing homelessness.  
· How many students experiencing homelessness does your district serve?  
· Where do most of your students experiencing homelessness reside?  
· How many students remain in their school of origin and receive transportation to and from the school of origin?   
· How many students experiencing homelessness have received school supplies, clothing, backpacks, or other services?  
2. Assess the extent to which your school district has been identifying and serving students experiencing homelessness.
· Is your school district identifying all children and youth experiencing homelessness?  (10% of total Free/Reduced Lunch count can be used to estimate the anticipated number of students experiencing homelessness in a LEA.)
· If not, funds can be spent on outreach and awareness activities (buying posters, conducting training in the community, funding a portion of staff time to plan and conduct training) 
· Are administrators, educators, school board members, and others aware of the McKinney‐Vento Act and the district’s program and services?  
· If not, funds can be spent on training events, newsletters, and downloading NCHE briefs
· Does your school district have a plan in place for serving homeless children and youth with goals, objectives, and activities?  
· If not, funds can be spent on needs assessment and planning activities 
· If so, funds can be spent on activities to implement the plan, including direct services for                   homeless children and youth 
· Does your school district have community collaborations in place?  
· If not, funds can be spent on staff time to identify community resources, visiting agencies, and             conducting meetings to initiate collaborative activities    
3. Support Liaisons to meet with their Title I Directors to identify the needs of their students experiencing homelessness, to coordinate activities between McKinney-Vento and Title I, and to determine the amount of the district’s mandatory Title I set aside for students experiencing homelessness. (Review the March 2017 USED MV Guidance on appropriate expenditures for these funds – Section M.  
· Have your liaisons met with their Title I coordinators to discuss the needs of children and youth experiencing homelessness, and what amounts should be set aside through Title I for these children?  
· Have you developed a plan for how Title I set aside funds should be spent for children and youth experiencing homelessness in non-Title I school buildings, as well as all students experiencing homelessness in the district?
· Comparable Title I services must be provided to students experiencing homelessness in non-Title I schools.  Districts should also consider how to provide Title I services to students experiencing homelessness in shelters, motels, and other locations, whether through school-day activities, before- and after-school activities, or other supports.
· Remember, district Title I funds can be used to support the salary/benefits of the MV Liaison, excess transportation to the homeless student’s school of origin, and many other supports.
· If an LEA’s homeless student subgroup is not performing at the proficient level on state assessments, the district MUST include in their District Improvement Plan strategies and activities to improve outcomes for these students. (Title I funds may also be spent on such activities.)
  
OTHER SUGGESTED RESOURCES:  
The items below are purchasable in advance of the identification of any student experiencing homelessness, to reduce the time from identification to service delivery. (Stock a closet or cabinet!)  
SUPPLIES:  Prepackaged backpacks and/or hygiene kits for homeless students:   Kits for Kidz  - www.kitsforkidz.org ph: 1‐800‐975‐5487  x206  |  fax: 1‐800‐615‐4898  |  cell ph: 630‐267‐3633    
TRANSPORTATION OPTIONS:  Prepaid gas cards for parents who can transport their children to school, public transit tokens/passes (for older students), taxi vouchers (or an open account/P.O. with a taxi company), small bus or other vehicle (and contracted driver?) to transport across district/county boundaries – for grants that have a larger amount to spend. 
· REMINDER:  MV GRANTS MAY ONLY COVER EXCESS TRANSPORTATION FOR A “STOP-GAP” PERIOD (typically 3-5 days) until the schools of origin and residence work out a transportation arrangement.  TRANSPORTING HOMELESS STUDENTS IS A DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITY that the MV grants must not supplant.
OTHER:   Store gift cards or vouchers for school clothing, shoes, etc.                                                                                          
· Suggestion:  Go to the store manager with a specific amount you want to spend and ASK THEM TO MATCH 
THIS AMOUNT to help meet your homeless students’ needs.  Businesses can use this as a community support activity/donation. 
· REMINDER:  MV Grants may ONLY provide emergency lodging when no other resources are available, the child’s safety is of concern, and in order to keep a student experiencing homelessness in school.  All emergency lodging DO NOT purchase motel vouchers; DO NOT give a family or student cash for any reason.
· REMINDER: ALL gas or gift cards must be signed out by the receiving parent/guardian/youth and require receipts to be provided before the MV Grant can reimburse a district. 
·  IT IS THE GRANT FISCAL AGENT THAT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR MAINTAINING PROPER INTERNAL CONTROLS AND SAFEGUARDS FOR GRANT FUNDS AND EXPENDITURES.
· If you have any doubt whether an expenditure should be paid by the grant or the district, ask this question:  Would/How would the expenditure be paid if the student in question was not homeless, but simply in need?
