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Waiver Request to U.S. Department of Education 

On January 25, 2021, the Michigan Department of Education (MDE) 
delivered a request to the U.S. Department of Education to waive 
certain assessment and accountability requirements of the federal Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) including the College Board Suite of 
assessments: SAT with Essay, PSAT 10, and PSAT 8/9, ACT WorkKeys, and 
the M-STEP assessments. 

To comply with current law, MDE and the Office of Educational 
Assessment and Accountability (OEAA) must continue to prepare for the 
required spring assessments in the event the USED does not grant our 
waiver request.  

Updates regarding the status of this request will be provided through 
the weekly Spotlight on Assessment and Accountability newsletter. 
Please know the health, safety, and well-being of students, educators, 
and their families is MDE’s first priority.    

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/ESSA_Waiver_Request_2021_713999_7.pdf
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Safe Testing Document 

The Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability (OEAA) is currently 
working on a Safe Testing document that will help districts plan for the safe 
administration of the Spring 2021 assessments. OEAA anticipates this planning 
document will be available by mid-February. Districts and schools should work 
closely with state and local health agencies regarding COVID-19 
recommendations and monitor the State of Michigan’s K-12 School Opening 
Guidance webpage for the latest guidance on schools and COVID-19.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F0%2C9753%2C7-406-98178_104699---%2C00.html&data=04%7C01%7CReedS11%40michigan.gov%7C3d72f092256c42426e6f08d8b73aeb16%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637460810957855409%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ctKyYUmXzMuroXuYpvWc6lUDJz87ago7qN%2B9I9KrpMg%3D&reserved=0
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Introduction

Part I – Activities to be Completed in Fall 2020 for the 
Spring 2021 Assessments

Part II – Activities to be Completed in Spring 2021 for 
the Spring 2021 Assessments

3/8/2021
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Trainings Posted on MME and PSAT webpages

www.michigan.gov/mme www.michigan.gov/psat

http://www.michigan.gov/mme
http://www.michigan.gov/psat
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Part II Trainings

• College Board Suite of Assessments (SAT® with Essay, PSAT™ 8/9 

for Grade 9, and PSAT™ 10)

• ACT® WorkKeys

• OEAA Secure Site Test Administration Tasks

• M-STEP Test Administration

• Online Test Security Training

• MME and Grade 8 Supports and Accommodations
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What is the MME?

The Michigan Merit Examination (MME) consists of 3 
required components:

▪SAT with Essay: ELA and Mathematics scores for 
accountability (paper/pencil only)

▪M-STEP: Science and Social Studies scores for accountability (online, 
or paper/pencil as an accommodation or designated support)

▪ACT WorkKeys: measures work skills (paper/pencil only
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MME for 11th grade students

▪ Required:

• All first-time students in 11th grade.

• Foreign exchange students in 11th grade.

▪ Not required:

• Since accountability was waived for 11th graders in the 2019-2020 school year, repeating 11th 

graders, in the 2020-2021 school year, are not required to take the MME for accountability 

purposes.

▪ Eligible but not required:

• Repeating 11th grade students

• In order to participate, these students would need to take all three components of the MME.
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MME Eligibility for 12th grade students

▪ Schools that were established to administer the SAT with Essay in 
Spring 2020 were expected to provide the SAT with Essay to their 
12th grade students in Fall 2020. 

▪ 12th grade students who took the SAT with Essay, as a school day 
assessment, in Fall 2020, are not eligible to take the SAT with Essay 
again in Spring 2021.

▪ 12th Graders who were unable to take the SAT with Essay in  Fall 
2020, are not required, but may take the entire MME in Spring 
2021, which includes the SAT with Essay.
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Additional Resources: MME Eligibility 

For additional information about Who Must and Who Can 
test, go to: www.michigan.gov/mme, General Information,  
Who Must/Can Take the MME 

http://www.michigan.gov/mme
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Testing Schedule 



12 3/8/2021

Additional Test Dates for SAT with Essay
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Contingency Test Dates for College Board SAT with Essay 

• An additional contingency makeup date of May 18, 2021 is to be 
used only for students not able to test on April 13 or April 27 due 
to school closures related to COVID-19. 

• A contingency makeup accommodated testing window will be 
allowed for students who are absent for the entire accommodated 
testing window because of COVID-19 issues.
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Additional Test Dates for PSAT 10 and PSAT 8/9 Grade 9
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SAT with Essay, PSAT 10, PSAT 8/9 Test Flexibilities

• Staggered Starting Times for Assessments

• Extended Breaks

• PPE (personal protection equipment)

• Spacing of students

• Off-Site Testing 
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Contingency Test Dates and Flexibility Document

See PSAT webpage (www.michigan.gov/mme) under Current Assessment 
Administration 

3/8/2021

http://www.michigan.gov/mme
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ACT Contingency Test Day and Contingency Accommodations Window

ACT WorkKeys Dates/Windows

Initial Test Day April 14, 2021 

Accommodated Initial Testing Window April 14-27, 2021

Makeup Test Day April 28, 2021

Makeup Accommodated Testing Window April 28, 2021 - May 4, 2021

Contingency Test Day May 5, 2021

Contingency Accommodated Testing Window May 5, 2021 - May 11, 2021
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Timing for MME
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PSAT Timings 
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Off-Site Testing

If your school is planning to administer assessments off-site, then an off-site 
testing request must be submitted and approved before the assessment is 
administered. The table below specifies where to make these requests.

www.sat.org/offsiterequest
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Off-Site Testing Request Dates

• For SAT with Essay, PSAT 8/9 (grade 9), PSAT 10
• October 1 – December 18, 2020

• Through the College Board (www.sat.org/offsiterequest)

• Check with College Board for late requests

• For ACT WorkKeys and M-STEP
• Requests can be made starting January 6, 2021

• Through the OEAA Secure Site (www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure)

http://www.sat.org/offsiterequest
http://www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure
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Additional Off-site Testing Information Found in the 
Assessment Coordinator Training Guide (ACTG)

• College Board:
College Board Assessments Preparation

• ACT WorkKeys:
ACT WorkKeys Assessment Preparation

• M-STEP:
M-STEP Assessment Preparation

• All Assessments:

Appropriate Practices for Test Security

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/College_Board_Assessments_Preparation_634432_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/ACT_WorkKeys_Assessment_Preparation_634407_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/M-STEP_Assessment_Preparation_634482_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Appropriate_Practices_for_Test_Security_634418_7.pdf
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Assessment Coordinator Training Guide

• For District and Building 
Assessment Coordinators

• Before, During, and After Test 
Administration Instruction

• Access the Training Guide by 
clicking on the icon at the top 
of each assessment’s webpage

• www.michigan.gov/mme

http://www.michigan.gov/mme
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List of Important Dates
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Spotlight on Student Assessment and Accountability 

• Date reminders

• College Board Corner

• ACT WorkKeys Info

• Administration updates

• Accountability updates

• Training and Professional 
Learning 

• www.michigan.gov/mme and 
select the Spotlight icon

http://www.michigan.gov/mme
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MDE Resources   www.michigan.gov/mme
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Best Practices 
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Helpful Links

▪MME webpage: (www.michigan.gov/mme)

▪PSAT webpage: (www.michigan.gov/psat)

▪M-STEP webpage: (www.michigan.gov/mstep)

▪Secure Site Training webpage: (www.michigan.gov/securesitetraining)

▪College Board Michigan website: (www.collegeboard.org/michigan)

▪ ACT Michigan website: (www.act.org/stateanddistrict/michigan)

http://www.michigan.gov/mme
http://www.michigan.gov/psat
http://www.michigan.gov/mstep
http://www.michigan.gov/securesitetraining
http://www.collegeboard.org/michigan
http://www.act.org/stateanddistrict/michigan
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Need Help? 

OEAA:

877-560-8378 (select the appropriate option)

mde-oeaa@michigan.gov

College Board: 

866-870-3127 (select option 1)

michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org

ACT WorkKeys

800-553-6244 (standard time: ext. 2800 / accommodations: ext. 1788) 

www.act.org/aap/state/contact.html

mailto:mde-oeaa@michigan.gov
mailto:michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org
http://www.act.org/aap/state/contact.html
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