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	Grade 9 Disposition

Inter-Relationships and 

Self-Reliance

Big Ideas
· clarity
· discovery
· perseverance
· self-determination 
· voice
· reflection
· introspection
· exponential personal growth

Themes 

· Writing is a way of knowing, showing, and becoming.

· Writing keeps thinking dynamic.

· Reflection is a habit of mind.
Focus Questions

· How does writing help people discover and understand what they are thinking?

· How does writing shape what others think of us?

· What are the common characteristics and techniques of good writing shared across genre?
· What characteristics and techniques are unique to specific genre?

· What techniques does a good writer use?

· What purposes does writing serve in the real world?
· What characteristics of

· writing do I appreciate?

Essential Questions
· Who am I?
· How do my skills and talents help define me?
· What evidence do I have that I am committed to learning?
· How do I demonstrate that I am open-minded enough to learn from my experiences?
· Which decisions I make today will affect me for my entire life? 

Quotations

I "Only a generation of readers will span a generation of writers." 
Steven Spielberg
II“To think is to write.” 

Jim Burke

III “Writing about personal importance is not to say students should always write about themselves; rather, they should write about subjects that challenge them to expand what matters to them, to connect who they are to what they are becoming.” 

Jim Burke

IV “When you write, you lay out a line of words. The line of words is a miner’s pick, a wood-carver’s gouge, a surgeon’s probe. You wield it and it digs a path for you follow. Soon you will find yourself deep in new territory. Is it a dead end, or have you located the real subject?”

Annie Dillard, The Writing Life, 1989, Harper, p.3. 

V “The instinct for memoir is there whenever we return to a remembered place, catch a whiff of a familiar smell, or feel nostalgic over a photograph. The seeds of memoir are there when we listen to stories and say," That reminds me when..."

Lucy Calkins

VI “A memoir is not what happens, but the person to whom things happen.”
Virginia Woolf

VII “Memoir is not the whole head of hair but one or two strands of hair.”

Jean Little
Quotations (continued)
VIII “Reading is the creative center of a writer’s life. I take a book with me everywhere I go, and find there are all sorts of opportunities to dip in. The trick is to teach yourself to read in small sips as well as in long swallows.”
Stephen King, On Writing: A Memoir of the Craft, 2000
IX “What is written without effort is in general read without pleasure.” 

Samuel Johnson

Quotations by Poets
X “Poets are like magicians, searching for magical phrases to pull rabbits out of people's souls.”  
Glade Byron Addams
XI "Poetry is the spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings; it takes its origin from emotion recollected in tranquility."
William Wordsworth
XII “[A poem] begins in delight and ends in wisdom.”
Robert Frost

XIII “Poetry is a packsack of invisible keepsakes.” 

Carl Sandburg
XIV “A poem begins with a lump in the throat.”         Robert Frost

XV “Poetry is the language in which man explores his own amazement.”         Christopher Fry

XVI “Poetry is the revelation of a feeling that the poet believes to be interior and personal which the reader recognizes as his own.”  Salvatore Quasimodo

XVII “Poetry is life distilled.”  Gwendolyn Brooks
XVIII “Poetry is thoughts that breathe, and words that burn.” 
Thomas Gray

Quotations by Poets

                           (continued)
XIX “Poetry is when an emotion has found its thought and the thought has found words.” 
Robert Frost

XX “Poetry is ordinary language raised to the nth power. Poetry is boned with ideas, nerved and blooded with emotions, all held together by the delicate, tough skin of words.”
Paul Engle 
XXI “Poetry is the rhythmical creation of beauty in words.”
Edgar Allan Poe
	Writing Genre Study
Descriptive Essay
Pilgrim at Tinker Creek

Annie Dillard

“The Polyphemus Moth”

(Ch. 4, pp. 61-64)

“The Giant Waterbug” 
(Ch. 1, pp. 7-11) 
Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl 
Excerpt Chapter 21
“The Loophole of Retreat” Harriet Jacobs

http://xroads.virginia.edu/~HYPER/JACOBS/hjch21.htm
Reflective Essay

“My Name” 
from The House On Mango Street 

Sandra Cisneros
http://www.facinghistorycampus.org/campus/oc/reslib.nsf/0/E5D853C1BEFE23C185256F25004D24E7
Poetry (Narrative/Lyric) 
Introduction to Poetry

Billy Collins

http://www.loc.gov/poetry/180/p180-howtoread.html
“Kidnap Poem” 

Nikki Giovanni

http://www.tnellen.com/cybereng/poetry/kidnap.html
“fifteen” 

William Stafford http://www.angelfire.com/mi/patter/fifteen.html 

http://www.favoritepoem.org/thevideos/ulrich.html 

Memoir - Short Narratives
“A Christmas Memory” 
Truman Capote

(Linked to Unit 9.3)
http://www.geocities.com/cyber_explorer99/capotechristmas.html 

Audio Reading by Truman Capote 

http://news.minnesota.publicradio.org/features/2004/12/16_hemphills_xmasmemory/
“The Younger Brothers Club” Ken Goldstein
http://www.the13thstory.com/krg/words/youngerbrothers.html 

Memoir - Short Narratives
                                 (continued)                          
“Darkness at Noon”

Harold Krents

http://www.ldresources.org/?p=268
“The Cutting of My Long Hair” Zitkala-Sa

http://etext.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/ZitGirl.html
American Childhood

Annie Dillard

Part 1, pp. 45-49

“Homeless” Anna Quindlen

http://www.miamisci.org/tec/mssstory.html 
Song Lyrics

“Cats in the Cradle”  
Harry Chapin
http://www.coolschool.ca/lor/EN8/unit4/U04L05/CatsintheCradle.rtf
“Nineteen Somethin'”
Mark Willis
http://www.goodwinmusic.com/wills.html#19

	Descriptive Writing 
“Write a Description”
Jim Burke, Writing Reminders

Ch. 48, pp. 250-257

The Writing Site
http://www.thewritingsite.org/resources/genre/descriptive.asp 
Student Exemplars
“Young Lions, Young Ladies”
http://www.rscc.cc.tn.us/owl&writingcenter/cyberspace/lions.html
“The Old Fence”
http://www.rscc.cc.tn.us/owl&writingcenter/OWL/Fence.html

Reflective Essay
“Write a Reflective Essay”
Jim Burke, Writing Reminders

Ch. 51, pp. 272-281

Student Reflection

to Mistral Man by Langston Hughes
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/poems/jan-june02/minstrel-man_2-1.html
Sample Rubric

http://www.winona.edu/AIR/resourcelinks/RUBRIC%20&%20CH%20essay.doc 
Poetry
“What is Poetry” CBBC News

http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/newsid_4360000/newsid_4361100/4361125.stm 
“How to Write a Poem”

CBBC News

http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/newsid_4360000/newsid_4362500/4362599.stm
Student Exemplars

Merlyn’s Pen

http://www.merlynspen.org/read/search_library.php

Sample Rubric

http://teachers.net/wong/NOV06/poetry_rubric.pdf 

Memoir
About Writing Memoirs 

Dr. Heather Lattimer
http://memoir.teachingmatters.org/about.html 
What is a Memoir?

http://www.inkspell.homestead.com/memoir.html
Student Exemplars
http://teacher.scholastic.com/writeit/readwork.asp?Genre=Memoir 
Additional Unit Resources
Writing

Interactive Six Trait Writing Process (Up to forty free student accounts)

http://senior.billings.k12.mt.us/6traits/index.htm
Teacher/Student Created Rubrics

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php
Portfolio Evaluation 
District Resource 

Guidelines for Assessment
http://www.anglit.net/main/portfolio/default.html#essential
The Writing Process

Tutorial with Conn McQuinn & Mona Roach, Ph.D   
http://www.psesd.org/technology/writeprocess/ 
Graphic Organizers

http://www.englishcompanion.com/Tools/notemaking.html 

http://www.thinkingmaps.com/htthinkmapx.php3 
Poetry

How to Read a Poem 

http://www.englishcompanion.com/pdfDocs/howtoreadpoem.pdf 

Analyze Poetry 
Read with a Pencil Activity
http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/ReadingPoetry.html
In a Poet’s Shoes (Web Based)

· Complete Lesson Plan

http://www.readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson78/poetshoes4.htm#Anchor-Introductio-56033
· Presentation Rubric
http://www.readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson78/poetrubric.html 
Poetry Resources 
In a Poet’s Shoes (continued)

· Participation Rubric

http://www.readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson78/researchrubric.html 
Poetry Web Sites:

Favorite Poem Project (Audio)

http://www.favoritepoem.org/videos.html 

Poetry 180

http://www.loc.gov/poetry/180/
Poems on Poems

http://www.tnellen.com/cybereng/poetry/
Memoir

Media 

Freedom Writers, ABC News Segment 15 minutes

(Cost Involved)

http://www.freedomwritersfoundation.org/site/apps/ka/ec/product.asp?c=kqIXL2PFJtH&b=2260029&en=fqKFJPMyFgJJKQPxH6KFIUOFKiLILWNFIlIOK0OMJuE&ProductID=405595
Critical Perspective

“Drawing the Line Between Facts and Fiction” NPR Interview

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=5161894 

Multiple Ownership of the Same Past Discussion Questions
http://www.readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson998/multiple.pdf 
Found Poem Exemplar 

Coming Home Again 

Chang-Rae-Lee

http://readwritethink.net/lesson_images/lesson998/ComingHomeAgain.pdf
http://readwritethink.net/lesson_images/lesson1034/sample.pdf 

Poet to Poet (Online)

Connects two classes, allowing students to experience creative writing, revision, and editing in the company of their peers in an online scenario.

http://www.itvs.org/poeticlicense/teach_poet.html

Personal Narrative Resources
Student Exemplars

Merlyn’s Pen

http://www.merlynspen.org/read/search_library.php 

Sample Rubric

6+1 Mentor Text9 Narrative 

Scoring Practice

http://www.nwrel.org/assessment/scoringpractice.php?odelay=3&d=1&search=1&t=0&s=0&g=6

	Genre Study

Characteristics of

· personal narrative

· descriptive essay
· reflective essay

· poetry

· memoir

Author Study

· Julia Alvarez

I, Too, Sing America

http://www.america.gov/st/arts-english/2008/May/20080625200016eaifas0.5940515.html
Personal Narrative

Review of K-8 Focus

· full account of personal experience 
· narrative structure, including many of the usual elements such as narrative voice, dialogue, character actions, descriptive language, internal thoughts, and  comparisons

· first person; the author reveals him/herself to the reader through voice, actions, insight, and thoughts

· point of view shapes voice, tone, and purpose of story

· establishes a main idea that defines the purpose of the story

· answers questions who, what, where, why, how 

· details, images, and facts help tell story

· sequencing of pertinent events; foreshadowing, flashback

· mood is determined by memory of event(s)
Descriptive Essay

· answers “What is it like?”
· has defined subject

· sees through a new lens

· supports author’s underlying point; can be persuasive
· organized by space, a certain aspect, or writer’s perspective

· uses strong visual images; metaphors, similes 
· draws on 5 senses

· takes a stance

· includes practical and precise details

· employs word choice and sentence structure that support mood

· uses literary devices

Reflective Essay
· responds to a significant event or idea and what that idea means to the writer and to the larger world.

· Answers Questions: Why? and So What?

· memorably presents the experience using meaningful details

· can be serious or humorous

· incorporates a variety of form including narration and description

· shows insight and thought 

· analyzes using multiple perspectives
· reveals ideas through use of comparison and imagery

· uses concrete details
· explains what the topic means to the writer and why it might be important to the reader

Poetry 
· captivates and involves reader

· uses logical sequencing 
· uses form to interpret idea creatively and effectively 

· may use rhythm and line breaks

· uses concise language

· contains vivid, detailed images

· displays strong emotion

· uses rich, imaginative language that exploits the senses
Memoir
(Form of Personal Narrative and Reflective Writing) 

· focuses on a brief period of time or a series of related events significant to the writer.

· based on the truth

· uses narrative story structure (setting, plot development, conflict, characterization, and literary devices) first person; the author reveals him/herself to the reader through voice, actions, insight, and thoughts

· author’s point of view influenced by memory of event; information at time
· purpose is to share a life lesson learned that appeals the larger world
· tends to be more subjective and  personal than autobiography

· has reflection scattered throughout about choices, perspectives, decisions, motives, and actions
· may include selected diary  entries, personal letters, or selections from official documents

Historical/Cultural Perspectives

· multiple ownership of the same past

Critical Perspectives

· connect to self – own perspective on coming of age
· drawing the line between fact and fiction


	Genre Study

Characteristics of

· portfolio reflection
Portfolio Reflection
· Uses rubric criteria to analyze text for characteristics of writing

· Gives rationale for choosing piece
· Addresses demonstrated growth as a writer; supports claims and interpretations

· Refers to specific skills and strategies used

· Refers to previous pieces

· Identifies strengths/ weaknesses; includes future goals and plan for improvement

· Language is fluent, precise, and the writers voice is heard

Expository Elements
· thesis
· supporting ideas
· supporting statistical information
· supporting expert’s opinion/quotations
· writer’s tone (attitude)
· academic vocabulary
	Reading

Comprehension Strategies

· Identify purpose

· Preview text.

· Understand then analyze.

· Identify thesis, evidence, structure, style, organization.

· Summarize.

· Ask questions, visualize, make connections, predict, determine importance, infer, synthesize, and monitor comprehension.

· Skim for pertinent information

Close and Critical Reading Strategies

· Use graphic organizers before, during and after reading as a visual means of explaining and organizing information and ideas. 
· Use marginalia to describe the craft the author used.

· Use thinking notes and think aloud strategies.

· Annotate text.

· Take and organize notes (Cornell Notes and Double Entry Journals).

· Determine relevance/importance.

· Consider potential for bias.

· Consider perspectives not represented to avoid controversy.

· Look for evidence to support assumptions and beliefs.

· Evaluate depth of information.

· Evaluate validity of facts.

· Recognize influence of political/social climate when text was written.

Critical Reading Questions

· What does the text say? 

(literal)

· How does it say it? 

(figurative)

· What does it mean? 

(interpretive)

· Why does it matter? (wisdom/allusion/ connections/relevance)
Reading Goals

· Learn to read like a writer.

· Recognize the narrative structure and characteristics of anchor genre through reading mentor text.

· Construct a clear definition of each genre answering these questions:
- What elements must it contain?

- Why would an author choose this genre?

- What makes it unique from other genre?

- What writing styles are appropriate?

- What is its structure?
Reading Portfolio

· Maintain reading portfolio to revisit goals, add evidence of progress, reflection and for evaluation purposes.
Adapted from Reading Reminders, Jim Burke
Graphic Organizers

· comparison matrix
· web 

· vocabulary linear array
http://www.englishcompanion.com/Tools/notemaking.html 

Memoir Book Club 

· Join one of the following book clubs reading teacher selected excerpts. Follow established guidelines and participate in activities.
- American Childhood,                 Annie Dillard
- Writers of America

http://www.4uth.gov.ua/usa/english/facts/writers/homepage.htm 
- Angela’s Ashes, Frank McCourt 
- Warriors Don’t Cry,               Melba Pattillo Beals
- When I Was Your Age Volumes1 and 2, Ed. Amy Ehrlich

- “A Town in West Virginia,”    Henry Louis Gates Jr.
http://usinfo.state.gov/journals/itsv/1204/ijse/gates.htm 

- October Sky, Homer Hickman memoir excerpt and commentary
Use teacher discretion in selecting additional excerpts 

http://www.randomhouse.com/highschool/catalog/display.pperl?isbn=9780440235507&view=tg 

Chapter 1

http://www.homerhickam.com/books/index.shtml#coalwood   

Book Club Activities

· Read book club memoir using critical reading strategies. Take notes on characteristics in preparation for a jigsaw with other book club groups.
· Keep response notebook of personal memories and words evoked by reading.
· Generate a book club found poem using the vital words (strong verbs, adjectives, descriptive words) in excerpt from book club novel.

Genre Study to Support Writing Instruction

Personal Narrative Review

Participate in teacher directed lessons.

· Review personal narrative genre using a collection of student exemplars and scoring rubrics.
Descriptive Writing

Participate in teacher-directed lessons. 

· Define characteristics of descriptive writing using critical reading strategies using anchor text.
· Create teacher/student rubric.
· Actively participate in a model writing lesson of a descriptive essay in anticipation of writing your own.
Literature Circle Activities

· Analyze teacher-selected student exemplars; rank order using genre characteristics and rubric, providing evidence. 
Reflective Writing
Participate in teacher directed lessons. 

· Define characteristics of reflective writing using critical reading strategies; use anchor text and student reflection of poem “Mistral Man.” 
· Create a teacher/student rubric.
· Actively participate in a model writing lesson of a reflective essay in anticipation of writing your own.
Poetry 

Participate in teacher directed lessons. 

· Read and interpret quotations by poets using critical reading skills. As a class, use the quotations to define poetry.
· Become familiar with rubric.
· Read “How to read a poem” activity.
· Analyze the poem “Introduction to Poetry” by Billy Collins and “fifteen” using critical reading strategies and genre characteristics.
· Participate in a model lesson of the “Read with a Pencil” activity using “Kidnapped” by Nikki Giovanni in anticipation of reading poetry with peers. 
Literature Circle Activities

· In literature circles, visit poetry web sites; read 5-10 diverse poems or lyrics. Use the “Read with A Pencil” activity to answer questions such as:
Genre Study to Support Writing Instruction  (continued)
Literature Circle Activities
- Who is the speaker?
- What is the occasion?

- What is the central purpose of the poem?

- How is the purpose achieved?

- What qualities do I prefer? 

- What words or phrases help reveal the author’s tone?

Rank order the poems based on group preference.
· Select one poem; eliminate all the non-vital words; write a poem from all the vital words (strong verbs, adjectives, descriptive words).
· Write a reflective journal entry on a poem, song lyrics, or group of poems that you personally connected with; use the student reflection exemplar to “Mistral Man” by Langston Hughes as a model.
· Read poems to complete “In a Poet’s Shoes” lesson and prepare web based or classroom presentation.
Memoir 

Participate in teacher directed lessons. 

· Learn the characteristics of memoir writing through Capote’s “Christmas Memory” and at least one other short narrative anchor text; use critical reading strategies.
· Analyze the song lyrics of Chapin and Willis for elements of memoir. Find related unit quotations.
· Learn how personal narrative, descriptive, and reflective essay characteristics are used in writing memoirs.
· Listen to NPR interview “Drawing the Line Between Facts and Fiction” to form a critical perspective of memoir writing. Respond using “Multiple Ownership of the Past” discussion questions.

· Analyze student memoir exemplars; rank order providing evidence.

· Read the following quotation by Annie Dillard’, “Turning a text into a poem doubles that poem's context. The original meaning remains intact, but now it swings between two poles." Participate in a model writing lesson learning to write found poetry using an excerpt from her memoir in preparation for writing your own memoir.
Listening/Viewing
· Listen as your teacher reads aloud the memoir “I, Too, Sing America” to discover Julia Alvarez’s reflection and response to this question: In what sense do you see yourself as an American writer?
· Evaluate peers’ poetry presentation using rubric.

· Take notes while listening to guest speakers address the importance of writing in different genre in various career settings. Post real life connections on data wall.
· Participate in literature circles/book clubs and class discussions as a productive member. 
· After listening to the NPR Broadcast write a journal reflection on a personal family story that different family members might remember differently or have a different perspective on. Share three different perspectives including your own.

	Writing to Access Prior Knowledge

Writing Goals

· Learn to write like a reader.
· Learn to use the structure and characteristics of anchor text to plan and craft your own meaningful text.

· Gain insight into yourself through your own writing.

Prior Knowledge Activities

· In preparation for setting personal writing goals, reread Julia Alvarez’s memoir, “I, Too, Sing America.” Connect Alvarez’s ideas to the unit theme: Writing is a way of knowing, showing, and becoming.

· In a whole class activity, receive a teacher selected theme, big idea, or quotation. Find the four other students who also received the same quotation and discuss its meaning. 

Writing to Learn

Establish Writing Portfolio

Student and teacher use 8th and/or 9th grade writing assessment to establish writing goals in preparation for table of contents, cover letter and first reflection.

Writing Portfolio

Purposes

· builds on student’s strengths
· provides a record of what genre a student has written
· provides an opportunity for self reflection
· allows students to become evaluators 
· allows students to revisit goals and monitor progress
· provides vocabulary for talking with students about writing 

· creates opportunities for parent involvement
Format

· Table of Contents

· Cover Letter

· Class long- and short-term Goals 

· Reflective Essays on progress

Writing to Learn

Writing Portfolio

Contents may include

· pre- and post- writing survey

· exemplars of student essay rubrics 

· bibliography of written products

· traits of an effective writer

· personal long- and short- term writing goals

· personal plan for achieving goals

· measurements of personal progress (work samples, assessments) 

Adapted from

Writing Reminders

“Use Writing Portfolios”

Chapter 41, pp. 191-195

Jim Burke

Portfolio Reflection

· Teacher modeling of how to write portfolio reflections and cover letter (overview of student as a writer)     See Portfolio Reflection in Writing to Demonstrate Learning below.
Establish Writers’ Workshop 

Writing Process

• Identify audience

• Identify subject

• Pre-write using appropriate graphic organizer for genre

• Draft

• Revise/peer revision

• Edit/peer editing

• Publish

• Proofread

• Use writing rubrics for

   self-evaluation

• Write reflective pieces

• Set writing goals

Grammar Focus 

· effective word choice including transitions
· correct punctuation -commas, semi-colons, and apostrophes
· strong verbs and adjectives
· quotations and dialogue

· correct usage and conventions (pronoun referents)

· correct sentence structure

Writing to Learn

Grammar Focus (continued)
See Power of Language (Grammar) Module Part II: Grammar Overview for grade-level recommendations.

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/GrammarModulePart2Complete7-23-08_246369_7.pdf
Vocabulary Development

· Use of adjectives and descriptive language to create tone.
· Translate Spanish into English  www.spanishdict.com 

· Academic Vocabulary List (Burke)

http://www.palmbeach.k12.fl.us/multicultural/ESOLCurriculumDocs/All/academicvocabulary2.pdf
http://www.englishcompanion.com/pdfDocs/academicvocab.pdf
· The 30-15-10 List (Gallagher)

http://teacherweb.com/TX/RoundRockHighSchool/Massey,Ruth/30-15-10.doc
Research Skills

· text annotation
· note-taking
· Create comparison matrix of different unit genre, summarizing key characteristics. 

OWL-Online Writing Lab

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/
Quotation Notebook

· Record selected quotations in a quotation notebook. Include quotations from the unit and self-selected quotations of personal significance that relate to unit themes and big ideas.
Data Walls
· Post careers and related writing skills needed 

· Showcase effective writing characteristics and support with student exemplars.
Writing to Learn

Journal Activity

In preparation for writing in different modes of discourse

· Create a time line of seven stories (memorable events) in your life. 

· Write the stories in seven headlines. Share orally with different partners (think, pair share). 

Writing to Demonstrate Learning

Personal Narrative

· Select a memorable person from one of your headlines.

· Develop criteria for what makes the person memorable.

· Use the criteria to write a personal narrative piece.

· Discuss the person from three perspectives, only one of which is your own.

· Your essay may be in the form of a character sketch or portrait.

· Use a rubric to reflect on the piece.

Descriptive Essay

· Select an object, a photograph, a place, an event, a procedure, a feeling, or emotion that relates to one of your headlines. 
· Use active, precise verbs, concrete nouns, adjectives and adverbs. 
· Use a rubric to reflect on the piece.

Reflective Essay
· Select a saying, quotation, metaphor, or proverb related to a central theme of a headline. 

· Use selected text to support a reflection on the theme.

· Use rubric to analyze reflection.

Writing to Demonstrate Learning
Poetry
· Select a headline that evokes strong visual images in your memory. 
· Write a poem capturing those images and feelings. You may use one of the poems you read during the unit as a mentor text. 
· Use a rubric to reflect on the piece.
Memoir

Culminating Piece

· Write a personal memoir in response to a headline about a small but meaningful event. 
· Incorporate characteristics and techniques of personal narrative, descriptive, and reflective writing.
· Use a rubric to reflect on the piece.
Portfolio Reflection
· Write a cover letter for writing portfolio setting long- and short- term reading goals. Create a personal plan for achieving them providing evidence of success. 

· Write a portfolio reflection using one or more pieces from unit writing.  Use the piece(s) to demonstrate your growth as a writer. 
Student Unit Evaluation

· Write a reflective essay to evaluate the unit. The audience is your teacher who will use the feedback to improve the unit next year. Address the unit’s two themes:

- Writing is a way of knowing, showing and becoming.
- Writing keeps thinking dynamic.
· Use the focus questions to reflect on the unit. 
· Give specific examples of unit activities that supported your writing goals.
Speaking/Expressing

• Present your favorite poem after completing the “In a Poet’s Shoes” activity. Participate in peer evaluation using presentation rubric.

• Evaluate group dynamics of writing conferences and literature circles/book clubs.

	Student Goal Setting and Self-Evaluation Strategies

· Maintain writing portfolio.
· Reflect on selected journal entry.
· Reflect on two pieces of unit writing that represent best effort.
· Monitor growth using   literacy indicators

   - language fluency

   - reading complexity

   - modes of discourse

· Evaluate tendency toward dispositions and their appropriate application.
Daily Fluency

Reading

· HSTW/ACT recommendations of 8-10 books per year in ELA class; 25 books per year across the curriculum

Reading Portfolio  recording reading with three levels of support

1. texts/literature studied in class (challenging text in zone of  proximal development – text students couldn’t read without the help of the teacher); anchor, linking texts, and author/poet study 

2. book club groups reading same text from teacher-selected list   (somewhat above comfort level); students choose from list of 5-6 titles that support the unit theme; they read the book outside of class, participate in book club discussions, and write annotated bibliographies and literary response essays

3. independent reading of student-selected text; reading for pleasure outside of class (at comfort level); students write annotated bibliographies

Reading Strategies

· read like a writer

· advanced organizers

· close reading

· characteristics of genre

Vocabulary Development

· descriptive language 

· technical/specialized  vocabulary

Writing

Writing Strategies

· write like a reader

· use mentor text

· use writing process
· use of graphic organizers

· evaluate using rubrics

· self assess

Grammar Skills
· grammar and rhetoric mini lessons

· practice skills for ACT/SAT success 
· Elements of dialogue
· Parts of speech
Grammar Instruction to

· enrich writing: add detail, style, voice
· create organizational coherence and flow 
· make writing conventional
Additional MDE Grammar Resource 

“Power of Language” Module

(ELA Companion Document)

Part 1

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/GrammarModule_186324_7.pdf
“Power of Language”

Part 2

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/GrammarModulePart2Complete7-23-08_246369_7.pdf
ACT College Readiness Standards

English

Analyze text for

· Topic Development in Terms of Purpose and Focus

· Organization, Unity, and Coherence

· Word Choice in Terms of Style, Tone, Clarity, and Economy

· Sentence Structure and Formation

· Conventions of Usage

· Conventions of Punctuation

Reading

Analyze text for 

· Main Ideas and Author’s Approach

· Supporting Details

· Sequential, Comparative, and Cause-Effect Relationships

· Meanings of Words

· Generalizations and Conclusions

Writing

Write text that

· Expresses Judgments

· Focuses on the Topic

· Develops a Position

· Organizes Ideas

· Uses Language Effectively 

- conventions (grammar,  usage, mechanics) 

- vocabulary (precise, varied)

- sentence structure variety (vary pace, support meaning)
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